
the blessing by gary smalley
The Blessing by Gary Smalley is a profound exploration of the impact of parental affirmation on
personal development and emotional well-being. In this groundbreaking work, Smalley emphasizes
the importance of giving and receiving blessings within familial relationships. The book not only
addresses the significance of blessings but also provides practical steps for individuals seeking to
establish deeper connections with their loved ones. Through real-life examples, insightful anecdotes,
and spiritual wisdom, Smalley crafts a compelling narrative that resonates with readers seeking to
enrich their relationships.

Understanding the Concept of Blessing

The concept of blessing, as articulated by Gary Smalley, encompasses more than just verbal
affirmations; it is a holistic approach to fostering love and support within families. Smalley defines a
blessing as a meaningful message of love that communicates acceptance, value, and purpose to an
individual.

The Importance of Blessing in Relationships

Blessings play a crucial role in shaping individuals' identities and self-worth. Smalley identifies several
key reasons why blessings are essential:

1. Emotional Security: Receiving a blessing instills a sense of safety and security, allowing individuals
to navigate life’s challenges with confidence.
2. Identity Formation: Blessings contribute to the formation of one’s identity, helping individuals
understand their value and purpose.
3. Resilience: Individuals who receive blessings are often more resilient in the face of adversity, as
they possess a solid foundation of support and encouragement.
4. Healthy Relationships: Blessings encourage open communication and emotional intimacy, leading
to healthier family dynamics.

The Five Components of a Blessing

In his book, Smalley outlines five essential components that constitute a meaningful blessing. Each
component serves as a building block for creating lasting emotional connections.

1. Meaningful Touch

Touch is a powerful form of communication that conveys love and acceptance. Smalley emphasizes
the importance of appropriate physical affection, such as hugs, hand-holding, or gentle pats on the
back. These gestures reinforce the message of love and create a sense of belonging.



2. Spoken Words

Verbal affirmations are central to the blessing process. Smalley encourages individuals to express
their feelings openly and honestly, using kind and affirming words. Examples of spoken blessings
include:

- Compliments that recognize strengths and achievements
- Words of encouragement during difficult times
- Expressions of love and appreciation

3. Attaching High Value

Making someone feel valued is a crucial aspect of bestowing a blessing. This involves recognizing the
unique qualities and contributions of the individual. Smalley suggests that by highlighting specific
traits or accomplishments, one can effectively communicate their worth.

4. Picturing a Future

A blessing should also include a vision for the future. Smalley encourages individuals to inspire hope
and ambition by discussing dreams and aspirations. This component instills a sense of purpose and
direction, motivating the recipient to pursue their goals.

5. Commitment to the Blessing

Finally, a blessing must be accompanied by a commitment to ongoing support. Smalley asserts that
blessings are not one-time events; they require consistent reinforcement through actions and words
over time. This commitment fosters trust and deepens relationships.

Practical Steps to Give and Receive Blessings

Smalley provides actionable steps for individuals who wish to incorporate blessings into their lives.
Here are some practical suggestions:

Giving Blessings

1. Identify Recipients: Reflect on the individuals in your life who could benefit from a blessing,
whether they are family members, friends, or colleagues.
2. Choose the Right Moment: Find an appropriate time to express your blessing, ensuring that both
parties are present and engaged.
3. Use the Five Components: Incorporate the five components of a blessing into your message,



ensuring it is heartfelt and genuine.
4. Be Specific: Tailor your blessing to the individual’s unique qualities or achievements, making it
more meaningful.
5. Follow Up: Continue to reinforce the blessing through ongoing support, encouragement, and
affirmation.

Receiving Blessings

1. Be Open to Affirmation: Cultivate a mindset that welcomes positive feedback and acknowledgment
from others.
2. Reflect on Your Worth: Take time to recognize your own value, understanding that you are
deserving of blessings.
3. Encourage Communication: Foster an environment of open dialogue, encouraging loved ones to
express their blessings freely.
4. Practice Gratitude: Acknowledge and express gratitude for the blessings you receive, reinforcing
the positive cycle of affirmation.
5. Share Your Experience: Consider sharing your own blessings with others, creating a ripple effect of
positivity and support.

The Spiritual Dimension of Blessing

Gary Smalley delves into the spiritual aspects of blessing, drawing connections between familial
affirmations and divine blessings. He highlights several key points:

1. The Biblical Foundation

Smalley references numerous biblical passages that underscore the importance of blessings. In many
cultures, blessings are considered sacred acts that invoke divine favor and protection. He emphasizes
that just as God bestows blessings upon individuals, parents have the power to bless their children
and influence their lives profoundly.

2. The Role of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is integral to the blessing process. Smalley encourages individuals to release past
grievances that may hinder their ability to give or receive blessings. By fostering forgiveness, families
can create an environment where blessings can flourish.

3. Building a Legacy of Blessing

Smalley advocates for the establishment of a legacy of blessing within families. By intentionally
practicing the art of blessing, generations can cultivate a culture of love, acceptance, and support.



This legacy can be passed down, enriching the lives of future family members.

The Impact of Blessing on Personal Development

The influence of blessings extends beyond familial relationships; it profoundly affects personal
development and emotional health. Smalley highlights several outcomes of receiving blessings:

1. Enhanced Self-Esteem

Individuals who receive blessings often experience a boost in self-esteem. The affirmation of their
worth and value contributes to a positive self-image, empowering them to pursue their dreams
confidently.

2. Improved Emotional Regulation

Blessings foster emotional intelligence, helping individuals better manage their feelings. When people
feel valued and supported, they are more equipped to navigate emotional challenges and conflicts.

3. Stronger Social Connections

The act of giving and receiving blessings strengthens social bonds. As individuals engage in this
practice, they cultivate deeper relationships, leading to a greater sense of community and belonging.

4. Increased Resilience

Blessed individuals are often more resilient in the face of adversity. With a strong support system and
a positive self-concept, they are better equipped to cope with life’s challenges.

Conclusion

The Blessing by Gary Smalley serves as a vital resource for anyone seeking to enhance their
relationships through the power of affirmation and support. By understanding the components of a
blessing and actively practicing them, individuals can create lasting connections that foster love,
acceptance, and personal growth. The book offers a transformative perspective on the importance of
blessings in both familial and personal contexts, encouraging readers to embrace the power of words
and actions that uplift and inspire. Ultimately, Smalley’s work stands as a testament to the profound
impact of blessings on the human experience, inviting us all to participate in this beautiful cycle of
affirmation and love.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Blessing' by Gary Smalley?
'The Blessing' explores the importance of imparting a sense of love, acceptance, and significance to
individuals, particularly within family dynamics, and emphasizes the impact of a parental blessing on
a person's emotional and spiritual well-being.

How does Gary Smalley define a 'blessing' in the book?
In 'The Blessing,' Gary Smalley defines a blessing as a combination of meaningful words, appropriate
touch, and a commitment to express love and support, which together help individuals feel valued
and accepted.

What are the five elements of a blessing according to
Smalley?
The five elements of a blessing outlined by Smalley are: meaningful touch, spoken words, expressing
high value, picturing a special future, and an active commitment.

How can 'The Blessing' be applied in modern parenting?
'The Blessing' can be applied in modern parenting by encouraging parents to intentionally
communicate love and affirmation to their children, ensuring they feel valued and understood, which
can foster healthy self-esteem and resilience.

What role does forgiveness play in 'The Blessing'?
Forgiveness plays a crucial role in 'The Blessing' as it allows individuals to let go of past hurts and
relational wounds, making space for healthier connections and the ability to give and receive
blessings freely.

How does 'The Blessing' address generational issues?
'The Blessing' addresses generational issues by highlighting how blessings (or the lack thereof) can be
passed down through families, and it encourages breaking negative cycles to create a legacy of love
and affirmation for future generations.
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