
the book of law aleister crowley
The Book of Law Aleister Crowley is a seminal work in the realm of occult literature,
penned by the enigmatic figure Aleister Crowley in 1904. This text, also known as Liber AL
vel Legis, serves as the cornerstone of Crowley’s spiritual philosophy, Thelema. The work
emerged during a mysterious three-day period in Cairo, where Crowley claimed to have
received the text through a communication with a supernatural entity named Aiwass. The
Book of Law has since had a profound impact on modern occult practices, influencing
various spiritual movements, artists, and thinkers.

Historical Context

Life of Aleister Crowley

Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) was a British occultist, ceremonial magician, poet, and
mountaineer. His upbringing in a strict religious household shaped much of his later
philosophy and rebellion against conventional morality. Some key points of his life include:

1. Early Life and Education: Born into a wealthy family, Crowley was educated at
Cambridge University, where he developed a keen interest in mysticism and the occult.
2. Exploration of the Occult: In the early 1900s, Crowley became involved with several
esoteric organizations, such as the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, which
significantly influenced his spiritual development.
3. Founding of Thelema: After receiving The Book of Law, Crowley established Thelema as
a religious philosophy centered around the idea of individual will and the pursuit of one's
true path.

Creation of The Book of Law

In April 1904, while on his honeymoon in Egypt with his wife Rose, Crowley experienced
what he described as a mystical revelation. The circumstances surrounding the creation of
The Book of Law are both dramatic and cryptic:

- The Encounter: Crowley reported that Rose began to channel messages from a being
named Aiwass. This entity dictated the text to Crowley over three days.
- The Structure: The Book is divided into three chapters, each attributed to a different
divine voice, representing the various aspects of Thelema.
- Themes and Messages: The work emphasizes the importance of true will, personal
freedom, and the rejection of societal norms.



Key Themes in The Book of Law

True Will

One of the most significant concepts introduced in The Book of Law is the notion of "True
Will." This concept is central to Thelemic philosophy and can be understood through the
following points:

- Definition: True Will is described as the unique purpose or path each individual is meant
to pursue in life.
- Personal Responsibility: The text emphasizes that discovering and following one’s True
Will is a personal responsibility and a sacred duty.
- Contrasts with Social Norms: Crowley advocates for a rejection of societal expectations
in favor of individual authenticity and self-discovery.

Do What Thou Wilt

The phrase "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law" is one of the most quoted
lines from The Book of Law. It embodies the essence of Thelemic belief:

- Freedom of Choice: The statement promotes absolute personal freedom, urging
individuals to act in accordance with their True Will without constraint.
- Moral Responsibility: While it encourages freedom, it also implies a responsibility to act
ethically and in harmony with one’s true nature.
- Spiritual Growth: The pursuit of True Will is seen as a path to spiritual enlightenment
and personal fulfillment.

Love is the Law

Another key phrase from the text is "Love is the law, love under will," which highlights the
importance of love in the context of Thelema:

- Love as a Guiding Principle: Love is presented not just as an emotion but as a
fundamental principle that should guide actions.
- Interconnectedness: The statement suggests that true love arises when individuals align
their actions with their True Will, fostering a harmonious existence with others.
- Spiritual Unity: Love is viewed as a unifying force that connects individuals to the divine
and to one another.

Structure and Content of The Book of Law



Chapter Breakdown

The Book of Law consists of three distinct chapters, each conveying unique messages and
insights:

1. Chapter 1: Addresses the nature of the divine and the relationship between humanity
and the cosmos.
2. Chapter 2: Focuses on the individual’s journey towards self-realization and the concept
of True Will.
3. Chapter 3: Explores the themes of love, power, and the interconnectedness of all
beings.

Symbolism and Language

Crowley’s writing style in The Book of Law is characterized by rich symbolism and cryptic
language. Some aspects to consider include:

- Use of Symbolism: The text is laden with esoteric symbols that require interpretation,
often leading to varied understandings among readers.
- Numerology: Crowley frequently incorporates numerological significance, adding layers
of meaning to the text’s messages.
- Poetic Language: The style is often poetic, which enhances its mystical quality and
invites deeper reflection.

The Impact of The Book of Law

Influence on Modern Occultism

The Book of Law has left an indelible mark on contemporary occult practices and spiritual
movements:

- Thelemic Organizations: Various groups and organizations, such as the Ordo Templi
Orientis (O.T.O.), have adopted Crowley’s teachings and rituals.
- New Age Spirituality: Elements of Thelema have permeated New Age thought,
emphasizing individualism and self-discovery.
- Art and Literature: Crowley’s work has inspired numerous artists, musicians, and
writers, leading to a resurgence of interest in occult themes in popular culture.

Controversy and Criticism

Despite its influence, The Book of Law has not been without controversy:



- Misinterpretations: Critics often misinterpret its teachings, associating Thelema with
hedonism or moral laxity.
- Crowley’s Persona: Crowley’s flamboyant persona and the sensationalism surrounding
his life have overshadowed the philosophical depth of his work.
- Accusations of Satanism: Many critics erroneously label Crowley as a Satanist,
overlooking the complex nature of his beliefs.

Conclusion

The Book of Law Aleister Crowley stands as a pivotal text in the study of modern
spirituality and occultism. Its exploration of True Will, love, and individual empowerment
resonates with those seeking to understand their place in the cosmos. While the work
invites diverse interpretations and has inspired both admiration and criticism, its legacy
endures. Crowley’s vision continues to influence contemporary thought, encouraging
individuals to explore the depths of their own spirituality and the pursuit of authentic
existence. As readers engage with this profound text, they are invited to question societal
norms and embark on their own journeys toward self-discovery and enlightenment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Book of Law' by Aleister Crowley about?
'The Book of Law' is a philosophical text that outlines the principles of Thelema, a spiritual
philosophy developed by Aleister Crowley. It emphasizes individual will, self-discovery,
and the idea of 'Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.'

When was 'The Book of Law' written?
'The Book of Law' was written in 1904, during a period when Crowley claimed to have
received it through a mystical experience in Cairo, Egypt.

Who are the key figures mentioned in 'The Book of
Law'?
The key figures in 'The Book of Law' include the Egyptian deities Nuit and Hadit, who
represent the concepts of infinite space and individual will, respectively.

What is the significance of the phrase 'Do what thou
wilt' in 'The Book of Law'?
The phrase 'Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law' encapsulates the core tenet
of Thelema, suggesting that individuals should follow their true will and purpose in life,
free from societal constraints.



How has 'The Book of Law' influenced modern occult
practices?
'The Book of Law' has significantly influenced modern occultism, particularly within the
practices of Thelema, various forms of ceremonial magic, and contemporary pagan
movements, inspiring practitioners to explore personal spirituality.

What controversies surround Aleister Crowley and 'The
Book of Law'?
Aleister Crowley faced controversies due to his unconventional beliefs, associations with
occult practices, and being labeled as 'The Beast 666.' 'The Book of Law' was often
criticized for its challenging themes and Crowley's provocative lifestyle.

Is 'The Book of Law' considered a religious text?
'The Book of Law' is regarded as a central religious text within the Thelemic tradition,
serving as a guide for followers in their spiritual practices and beliefs, similar to how other
religions view their sacred scriptures.
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