
the breadwinner student guide answer
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The Breadwinner Student Guide Answer Key is an essential resource for students and
educators alike, particularly for those studying "The Breadwinner" by Deborah Ellis. This
novel tells the poignant story of Parvana, a young girl living under Taliban rule in
Afghanistan, who must disguise herself as a boy to support her family after her father is
imprisoned. This article serves as a comprehensive guide to understanding the themes,
characters, and important discussion points of the novel, as well as providing insights into
the answer key that can enhance the learning experience.

Understanding the Context of "The Breadwinner"

Before diving into the answer key, it’s crucial to comprehend the socio-political context of
the story. Set against the backdrop of Afghanistan during the late 1990s, the novel
highlights the struggles faced by women and girls under oppressive regimes.

The Author's Background

Deborah Ellis, a Canadian author and activist, wrote "The Breadwinner" based on her
experiences in Afghanistan. Through her research and interviews with Afghan women and
children, Ellis paints a vivid picture of life under Taliban rule, making the story not only
engaging but also educational.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes of "The Breadwinner" enriches the reading experience. Some of
the prominent themes include:

- Courage and Resilience: Parvana’s journey demonstrates incredible bravery as she
navigates a dangerous world.
- Gender Roles: The novel explores the restrictive roles imposed on women and how
Parvana challenges these norms.
- Family and Sacrifice: Central to the story is the bond between family members and the
sacrifices they make for one another.
- Hope and Survival: Despite the dire circumstances, hope remains a powerful force in
Parvana’s life.

Character Analysis



The characters in "The Breadwinner" are well-developed and serve as representations of
the challenges faced by many in Afghanistan.

Parvana

Parvana, the protagonist, is a symbol of courage and determination. Her transformation
into a boy to provide for her family showcases her resourcefulness and the lengths to which
she will go to ensure their survival.

Other Key Characters

- Mother: After being left to fend for herself and her children, she embodies the struggles of
women during the Taliban’s rule.
- Father: His imprisonment serves as the catalyst for Parvana’s journey and highlights the
dangers of dissent in a repressive society.
- Nooria: Parvana's older sister, who represents a more traditional view of gender roles
before ultimately supporting Parvana’s choices.
- Shauzia: Parvana’s friend, who also disguises herself as a boy, representing the shared
struggles of girls in similar situations.

Utilizing the Student Guide Answer Key

The "Breadwinner Student Guide Answer Key" provides valuable insights and answers to
questions that arise while studying the novel. Here’s how to effectively use it:

Study Questions and Discussion Points

Typically, student guides include a variety of study questions. These may encompass:

1. Character Development: How does Parvana’s character change throughout the story?
2. Theme Exploration: What role does hope play in the story?
3. Contextual Understanding: How does the historical context influence the characters’
lives?

Having the answer key allows students to compare their responses against established
interpretations, fostering deeper understanding.

Essay Prompts and Critical Thinking

The answer key often includes essay prompts that encourage critical thinking. For instance:



- Analyze how Deborah Ellis uses symbolism to enhance the story.
- Discuss the importance of friendship in "The Breadwinner."
- Examine the role of storytelling in the novel.

Students can use insights from the answer key to build strong, cohesive essays.

Engaging Activities for Deeper Learning

Teachers can incorporate various activities alongside the answer key to engage students
further.

Creative Projects

- Role-Playing: Students can act out key scenes, helping them to empathize with
characters’ struggles and decisions.
- Art Projects: Encourage students to create artwork that represents the themes of courage,
hope, and resilience in the story.

Group Discussions

Facilitating group discussions based on the guide’s questions can promote collaborative
learning. Topics may include:

- Comparing the experiences of Parvana with those of girls in different cultures today.
- Discussing the implications of gender roles in various societies.

Resources for Further Exploration

In addition to the student guide answer key, there are numerous resources available for
students interested in delving deeper into the themes and backgrounds of "The
Breadwinner."

Books and Articles

- "The Kite Runner" by Khaled Hosseini: Offers insight into Afghan culture and history.
- "I Am Malala" by Malala Yousafzai: A memoir that reflects the importance of education for
girls in Afghanistan and Pakistan.



Documentaries and Films

Watching documentaries about Afghanistan can provide context for the novel's setting.
Some recommended films include:

- "He Named Me Malala": A documentary about Malala Yousafzai’s activism.
- "The Breadwinner" (Animated Film): A film adaptation that brings the story to life visually.

Conclusion

The Breadwinner Student Guide Answer Key serves as an invaluable tool for both students
and educators exploring "The Breadwinner." By understanding the context, themes, and
characters, students can engage more deeply with the material. Utilizing the answer key
enhances critical thinking and encourages meaningful discussions, making the learning
experience more enriching. Through creative activities and additional resources, the story
of Parvana and her struggles will resonate, fostering empathy and awareness of global
issues surrounding gender and human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Breadwinner' about?
'The Breadwinner' is a novel by Deborah Ellis that tells the story of an 11-year-old girl
named Parvana, who disguises herself as a boy in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan to support
her family after her father is imprisoned.

What themes are explored in 'The Breadwinner'?
Key themes include gender roles, the impact of war on children, family bonds, resilience,
and the struggle for identity and freedom.

Who are the main characters in 'The Breadwinner'?
The main characters include Parvana, her father Nurullah, her mother Fattema, her brother
Ali, and her friend Shauzia.

How does Parvana's character develop throughout the
story?
Parvana evolves from a sheltered girl into a courageous and resourceful young woman who
learns to navigate the dangers of her society while caring for her family.



What role does education play in 'The Breadwinner'?
Education is portrayed as a vital tool for empowerment and a means of resistance against
oppression; Parvana's story emphasizes the importance of learning and knowledge in
overcoming challenges.

What literary devices are used in 'The Breadwinner'?
The novel employs symbolism, imagery, and foreshadowing to enhance themes and
deepen the reader's understanding of the characters' struggles.

What is the significance of the title 'The Breadwinner'?
The title symbolizes the role of the primary provider in a family, highlighting the
responsibilities Parvana takes on in a patriarchal society where women are often denied
such roles.

How does the story reflect real-life issues faced by
children in war-torn countries?
The narrative sheds light on the harsh realities of life under oppressive regimes, including
the loss of freedom, the impact of violence, and the resilience of children who must adapt
to survive.

What is the intended audience for 'The Breadwinner'?
The book is aimed at middle-grade readers but resonates with older audiences as well, due
to its powerful themes and relatable characters.
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