
the broken commandment
The broken commandment is a concept that resonates deeply within various
religious, philosophical, and ethical discussions. It refers to the idea of
failing to adhere to moral or divine laws that dictate human behavior and
societal norms. This notion is not limited to any single tradition or
culture, but it encompasses a wide range of beliefs and practices. In this
article, we will explore the origins and interpretations of the broken
commandment, its implications in modern society, and how various traditions
understand and address the concept.

Understanding the Concept of Commandments

Before delving into the idea of the broken commandment, it is essential to
establish what commandments are. Commandments can be understood as:

1. Divine Instructions: Many religious traditions present commandments as
direct instructions from a higher power. For instance, in Christianity, the
Ten Commandments serve as foundational ethical guidelines.

2. Moral Guidelines: Beyond religious contexts, commandments can represent
widely accepted moral principles that govern behavior in society. These can
include concepts of honesty, integrity, and respect.

3. Cultural Norms: In some cases, commandments evolve into cultural norms
that dictate how individuals should behave within a community. These norms
can vary significantly between different societies.

The Origins of the Broken Commandment

The concept of the broken commandment is often traced back to religious
texts, where the violation of divine laws leads to significant consequences.
In many traditions, breaking a commandment is seen as a transgression that
not only affects the individual but also impacts the community as a whole.

Religious Contexts

1. Judaism: In Judaism, the violation of the Ten Commandments is viewed as a
serious offense against God and the community. The consequences can range
from divine punishment to social ostracism. The story of the Golden Calf in
the Book of Exodus illustrates this concept, where the Israelites break the
first commandment by worshipping an idol.



2. Christianity: In Christianity, the broken commandment often refers to the
idea of sin. The New Testament emphasizes forgiveness and redemption, but the
acknowledgment of sin as a broken commandment remains central to Christian
ethics.

3. Islam: In Islam, the broken commandment is tied to the concept of sin
(dhanb) and the importance of following the Five Pillars of Islam. Straying
from these principles can lead to severe spiritual repercussions, emphasizing
the need for repentance.

Philosophical Interpretations

Philosophers have also explored the idea of the broken commandment in the
context of moral philosophy. Questions arise about the nature of morality,
the existence of absolute truths, and how individuals navigate ethical
dilemmas:

- Existentialism: Thinkers like Jean-Paul Sartre posited that individuals are
responsible for creating their own moral code, leading to the idea that
breaking a self-imposed commandment can be just as significant as breaking a
divine one.

- Utilitarianism: This philosophical approach evaluates actions based on
their consequences. A broken commandment, in this case, could be justified if
it leads to a greater overall good, challenging traditional notions of
morality.

Implications of the Broken Commandment in
Modern Society

The concept of the broken commandment has profound implications for
contemporary ethical discussions. As societies evolve, so too do the
interpretations of commandments and the consequences of breaking them.

Legal and Social Ramifications

1. Legal Systems: Many legal frameworks are based on moral commandments. Laws
prohibiting theft, murder, and fraud echo the principles found in religious
commandments. A broken commandment in this context can result in legal
consequences, such as imprisonment or fines.

2. Social Consequences: In many communities, breaking social
commandments—such as honesty and loyalty—can lead to social isolation or loss
of reputation. The rise of social media has intensified this phenomenon,



where public opinion can swiftly punish individuals for perceived
transgressions.

Personal and Psychological Impact

The psychological ramifications of breaking a commandment can also be
significant:

- Guilt and Shame: Many individuals experience guilt or shame when they
violate their moral or ethical codes. This emotional response can lead to a
range of psychological issues, including anxiety and depression.

- Identity Crisis: For some, breaking a commandment can lead to a crisis of
identity, particularly if their self-concept is closely tied to their moral
beliefs. This may result in a reevaluation of one’s values and beliefs.

Addressing the Broken Commandment

Recognizing and addressing the implications of the broken commandment is
crucial for personal growth and societal cohesion.

Repentance and Forgiveness

1. Religious Contexts: In many religious traditions, repentance is a vital
step in addressing a broken commandment. This process often involves:

- Acknowledging the wrongdoing.
- Seeking forgiveness from God or the affected parties.
- Committing to change and making amends.

2. Personal Growth: On a personal level, individuals can use the experience
of breaking a commandment as an opportunity for growth. Reflecting on the
reasons behind their actions can lead to greater self-awareness and a
stronger moral compass.

Community Support and Dialogue

- Open Conversations: Encouraging open dialogues about moral dilemmas and the
broken commandment can foster understanding and empathy within communities.
These discussions can help individuals navigate complex ethical situations
without fear of judgment.

- Support Systems: Establishing support systems within communities can assist



individuals in reconciling their actions. These systems may include
counseling services, peer support groups, or community outreach programs.

Conclusion

The broken commandment is a multifaceted concept that transcends religious
boundaries and touches upon the core of human morality. Whether viewed
through a religious, philosophical, or personal lens, the implications of
breaking a commandment are profound and far-reaching. In understanding this
concept, we not only gain insight into the nature of morality but also the
importance of accountability, forgiveness, and the potential for personal
growth. As society continues to evolve, grappling with the implications of
the broken commandment will remain a critical aspect of our collective
ethical journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Broken
Commandment'?
'The Broken Commandment' primarily explores themes of societal expectations,
identity, and the moral dilemmas faced by individuals who challenge social
norms.

Who is the author of 'The Broken Commandment' and
what inspired its creation?
The author of 'The Broken Commandment' is Ayi Kwei Armah, inspired by the
complexities of post-colonial identity in Ghana and the struggle against
traditional societal constraints.

How does 'The Broken Commandment' reflect the
struggles of marginalized communities?
The narrative illustrates the internal and external conflicts faced by
marginalized individuals, highlighting their fight for acceptance and the
pressure to conform to societal expectations.

In what ways does 'The Broken Commandment' challenge
traditional moral values?
The story challenges traditional moral values by depicting characters who
defy societal norms, prompting readers to question the validity and
consequences of these norms.



What role does symbolism play in 'The Broken
Commandment'?
Symbolism in 'The Broken Commandment' is crucial as it uses elements like the
broken commandment itself to represent the fractures in societal values and
the characters' personal conflicts.
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