
the bronze bow

The Bronze Bow is a historical novel written by Elizabeth George Speare that
immerses readers in the world of first-century Judea during the time of Roman
occupation. The novel, published in 1961, follows the life of a young Jewish
boy named Daniel bar Jamin, who is consumed with the desire for revenge
against the Romans who have oppressed his people. Through Daniel's journey,
the story explores themes of loyalty, love, hatred, and ultimately,
redemption. This article will delve into the plot, characters, themes, and
the historical context of "The Bronze Bow," showcasing its significant impact
and enduring relevance.

Plot Summary

The narrative of "The Bronze Bow" is set against the backdrop of a tumultuous
time in Judea. Daniel bar Jamin, the protagonist, is introduced as a fierce
young man driven by the memory of his father's crucifixion at the hands of
the Romans. Orphaned and embittered, Daniel joins a group of rebels led by
the charismatic Rosh, who dreams of overthrowing the Roman oppressors.
Throughout the novel, readers witness Daniel's internal struggle as he
grapples with his thirst for vengeance and the teachings of love and
forgiveness he encounters along his journey.

Daniel's life takes a significant turn when he meets Jesus of Nazareth, whose
message of love and compassion challenges his views on revenge and hatred. As
Daniel's story unfolds, he also interacts with several other characters,
including:

- Joel: Daniel's friend and fellow rebel who shares his dreams of freedom.
- Malthace (Thacia): Joel's sister, who becomes a beacon of hope and love for
Daniel.
- Grandfather: Daniel's elderly guardian who represents the old ways of life.
- Simon: A former zealot who becomes a follower of Jesus and provides Daniel
with wisdom and guidance.

The novel's climax revolves around Daniel's ultimate choice between the path
of violence and the more difficult journey of forgiveness.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Bronze Bow" are rich and multi-dimensional,
representing various perspectives on the issues of the time.

Daniel bar Jamin

Daniel is a complex character whose transformation is at the heart of the
novel. Initially, he embodies the desire for vengeance, seeing the Romans as
the sole source of his suffering. However, through his experiences and
interactions with others—especially Jesus—Daniel learns about the power of
love and forgiveness. His evolution from a bitter youth to a more enlightened
individual illustrates the central theme of the novel.



Rosh

Rosh serves as a foil to Daniel. While he represents the revolutionary spirit
and the desire for freedom, he also exemplifies the darker aspects of hatred
and violence. Rosh’s methods are ruthless and self-serving, which ultimately
contrasts with the teachings of Jesus that Daniel begins to embrace.

Thacia and Joel

Thacia is a strong female character who plays a crucial role in Daniel's
life. Her compassion and commitment to her beliefs challenge Daniel's notions
of strength and power. Joel, as Daniel’s closest friend, represents the
youthful idealism and the urgency for action against oppression. Their
interactions with Daniel help him see the broader picture beyond mere
revenge.

Themes

"The Bronze Bow" is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Some of the most significant themes include:

Revenge vs. Forgiveness

The conflict between revenge and forgiveness is the central theme of the
novel. Daniel's initial desire for revenge drives much of the plot, but as he
learns from Jesus and experiences the pain of loss and love, he begins to
understand that forgiveness can lead to a more profound strength than
vengeance.

Faith and Doubt

The novel explores the struggle between faith and doubt, particularly in the
context of Daniel's relationship with Jesus. While Daniel is initially
skeptical of Jesus' message, he gradually comes to recognize the power of
faith in transforming lives and communities.

Freedom and Oppression

Set in a time of political turmoil, the theme of freedom versus oppression is
omnipresent. The characters grapple with their desires for personal and
national freedom, reflecting the broader struggles faced by the Jewish people
under Roman rule.

Love and Sacrifice



Love, in various forms, is a recurring theme in "The Bronze Bow." The
relationships between characters—particularly between Daniel and
Thacia—emphasize the idea that love is often intertwined with sacrifice. This
theme culminates in Daniel’s ultimate choice, where he must choose love over
hatred.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "The Bronze Bow" enhances the
reader's appreciation for the narrative. The novel is set in a period marked
by intense Jewish resistance against Roman occupation. Key historical
elements include:

- Roman Rule: Judea was a province of the Roman Empire, and the populace was
often subjected to harsh treatment. This backdrop sets the stage for the
characters' motivations and conflicts.
- The Zealots: A group within the Jewish community that sought to resist
Roman authority by force. Daniel's involvement with Rosh's band of rebels
aligns with the historical actions of the Zealots.
- Jesus and the Early Christian Movement: The novel portrays Jesus as a
pivotal figure who challenges the status quo and offers an alternative to the
violent resistance advocated by some groups. His teachings become a source of
inspiration for Daniel, altering the course of his life.

Impact and Legacy

"The Bronze Bow" has left a lasting impact on readers since its publication.
It won the Newbery Medal for its literary excellence and has been praised for
its ability to engage young audiences with complex themes. The novel
encourages readers to reflect on the importance of compassion, understanding,
and the possibility of change—even in the face of deep-seated animosity.

Educational Value

The novel is often included in educational curricula, providing a platform
for discussions about historical events, moral dilemmas, and character
development. Teachers can use it to explore themes of justice, ethics, and
the consequences of choices made in times of conflict.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Bronze Bow" is a profound exploration of the human
spirit's capacity for both hatred and love. Through Daniel's journey, readers
are invited to reflect on their own beliefs and choices. The novel's themes
of revenge, forgiveness, and the struggle for freedom remain relevant today,
making it a timeless piece of literature that continues to inspire and
provoke thought in its readers. Elizabeth George Speare's masterful
storytelling and rich character development ensure that "The Bronze Bow" will
endure as a significant work in children's and young adult literature for
generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Bronze Bow'?

The main theme of 'The Bronze Bow' is the struggle between hatred and love,
as the protagonist, Daniel, grapples with his desire for vengeance against
the Romans and his journey towards forgiveness and understanding.

Who are the key characters in 'The Bronze Bow'?

Key characters in 'The Bronze Bow' include Daniel bar Jamin, the main
protagonist; Rosh, the leader of the band of outlaws; Leah, Daniel's sister;
and Jesus, who plays a crucial role in influencing Daniel's transformation.

How does Daniel's view of the Romans evolve
throughout the story?

Initially, Daniel's view of the Romans is one of hatred and a desire for
revenge due to his family's oppression. However, as he encounters Jesus and
learns about love and forgiveness, his perspective shifts towards
understanding and compassion.

What role does faith play in 'The Bronze Bow'?

Faith plays a significant role in 'The Bronze Bow', as it serves as a source
of hope and strength for characters like Daniel and Leah. Their experiences
with Jesus and his teachings challenge their beliefs and ultimately lead them
to a deeper understanding of love and purpose.

What is the significance of the title 'The Bronze
Bow'?

The title 'The Bronze Bow' symbolizes strength and resilience. It represents
the idea of bending but not breaking, much like Daniel's journey as he learns
to harness his inner strength for love rather than for hatred.
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