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The Caldecott Award is a prestigious honor bestowed annually to the most distinguished American
picture book for children. Established in 1938, the award was named after the British illustrator
Randolph Caldecott, whose lively and humorous illustrations had a significant impact on children’s
literature. The Caldecott Award celebrates the art of illustration and recognizes the vital role that
visuals play in storytelling, making it a cornerstone of children's literature in the United States.

History of the Caldecott Award

The Caldecott Medal was initiated by the American Library Association (ALA) to encourage original
and creative illustrations in children's literature. It is awarded by the Association for Library Service
to Children (ALSC), a division of the ALA. The award is not just a recognition of the illustrations but
also highlights the synergy between text and image in children's books.

Key Milestones

- 1938: The first Caldecott Medal was awarded to "Animals of the Bible" illustrated by Dorothy
Lathrop.
- 1966: The Caldecott Honor was introduced to recognize additional noteworthy books that may not
have won the medal but are still deserving of recognition.
- 2021: The award was celebrated for its 83rd year, showcasing the evolving landscape of children's
literature and illustration.

The Selection Process

The selection process for the Caldecott Award is rigorous and involves several key steps:

1. Eligibility: To be eligible for the award, a book must be published in the United States during the
preceding year and intended for children up to age 14.

2. Nominations: A committee of members from the ALSC is appointed annually to evaluate eligible
books. They can consider various factors, including creativity, originality, and the quality of
illustrations.

3. Voting: After thorough discussion and evaluation, the committee votes on the winner and the
honor books. The deliberations can be intense, reflecting the passion and dedication of the members
to children's literature.

4. Announcement: The winners are typically announced during the ALA Midwinter Meeting,
generating excitement and buzz throughout the literary community.

Notable Caldecott Medal Winners

Over the years, the Caldecott Medal has been awarded to many talented illustrators whose work has
left a lasting impact. Below are a few notable winners:



Recent Winners

1. 2023: "Watercress" illustrated by Jason Chin
- This poignant story captures the essence of family and cultural heritage through stunning
illustrations.

2. 2022: "Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's Most Famous Bear" illustrated by Sophie
Blackall
- A beautiful tale that intertwines history and the beloved character of Winnie the Pooh.

3. 2021: "We Are Water Protectors" illustrated by Carole Lindstrom
- A powerful message about environmental protection, beautifully illustrated to inspire young
readers.

Classic Winners

1. 1990: "The Polar Express" illustrated by Chris Van Allsburg
- An enduring classic that has enchanted generations of children with its magical illustrations and
story.

2. 1962: "The Snowy Day" illustrated by Ezra Jack Keats
- This groundbreaking book features an African American protagonist and captures the wonder of a
snowy day.

3. 1945: "The Little House" illustrated by Virginia Lee Burton
- A timeless story about change and resilience, celebrated for its charming and detailed illustrations.

Caldecott Honor Books

In addition to the medal winner, the Caldecott committee also recognizes several honor books each
year. These are exceptional works that merit recognition but did not win the top prize. Some recent
Caldecott Honor books include:

1. 2023:
- "The Three Billy Goats Gruff" illustrated by Jerry Pinkney
- "The Pigeon Will Ride the Roller Coaster!" illustrated by Mo Willems

2. 2022:
- "A Boy Like You" illustrated by Frank Morrison
- "The List" illustrated by A. G. Ford

3. 2021:
- "All Because You Matter" illustrated by Frank Morrison
- "The Cat Man of Aleppo" illustrated by Yasmeen Ismail

Impact of the Caldecott Award

The Caldecott Award has a profound influence on the landscape of children's literature. Here are
several areas where its impact is notable:

Promotion of Illustration



The Caldecott Medal emphasizes the importance of illustrations in children's literature. As a result,
more authors and illustrators are inspired to create visually rich and engaging books that captivate
young readers.

Encouragement for Diverse Stories

In recent years, the award has increasingly recognized works that celebrate diversity and inclusivity.
This shift not only reflects the changing demographics of the United States but also encourages
young readers to engage with different cultures and experiences.

Education and Literacy

The Caldecott Award plays a significant role in promoting literacy. Libraries and schools often use
the award-winning books as part of their reading programs, fostering a love for reading and visual
storytelling among children.

Conclusion

The Caldecott Award remains a symbol of excellence in children's literature, celebrating the artistry
of illustration and the power of storytelling. With each passing year, it continues to honor both
established and emerging talents, inspiring future generations of readers and creators. Whether
through the medal winners or the honored books, the Caldecott Award highlights the creativity,
imagination, and cultural significance of children's literature, ensuring that these vital stories are
shared and cherished for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Caldecott Award?
The Caldecott Award is a prestigious annual award given to the most distinguished American picture
book for children, established in 1938.

Who is eligible to win the Caldecott Award?
The award is given to artists of children's picture books published in the United States, with the
illustrations being the primary focus.

What criteria are used to judge the Caldecott Award winners?
Judges consider the artistic quality, originality, and the contribution of the illustrations to the story
when selecting winners.

How are Caldecott Honor books different from winners?
Caldecott Honor books are recognized for their excellence but do not win the award; they receive an
honor designation instead.



Can you name a recent Caldecott Award winner?
As of 2023, the most recent Caldecott Award winner is 'Milo Imagines the World' illustrated by
Christian Robinson.

What was the first book to win the Caldecott Award?
The first book to win the Caldecott Award in 1938 was 'Animals of the Bible: A Picture Book'
illustrated by Dorothy Lathrop.

How often is the Caldecott Award presented?
The Caldecott Award is presented annually during the American Library Association's Midwinter
Meeting.

Are there any notable authors or illustrators who have won
multiple Caldecott Awards?
Yes, authors and illustrators like David Wiesner and Chris Van Allsburg have won the Caldecott
Award multiple times.

What is the significance of the Caldecott Medal's design?
The Caldecott Medal features an image of a young girl reading, representing the importance of
children's literature in fostering a love of reading.

Where can I find a list of past Caldecott winners and honors?
A comprehensive list of past Caldecott winners and honors can be found on the official American
Library Association website and various library resources.
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