
the call of the cthulhu

Introduction to The Call of Cthulhu

The Call of Cthulhu is a seminal work of horror fiction written by H.P.
Lovecraft, first published in 1928. The story is not only a cornerstone of
Lovecraft’s unique mythos but also a foundational piece in the genre of
cosmic horror. Lovecraft’s narrative style combines a sense of dread with
intricate storytelling, leaving readers both fascinated and disturbed by the
implications of the existence of ancient, incomprehensible entities. This
article delves into various elements of "The Call of Cthulhu," including its
themes, characters, and its lasting impact on literature and popular culture.

Summary of the Story

"The Call of Cthulhu" is presented as a manuscript found among the belongings
of the narrator, Francis Wayland Thurston. The story is divided into three
parts:

1. The Horror from the Sea

The first part introduces the mysterious figure of the artist Henry Anthony
Wilcox, who has disturbing dreams of a monstrous creature. These dreams
coincide with the discovery of a strange idol resembling a creature known as
Cthulhu, unearthed from an ancient burial site in the South Pacific. The idol
is linked to a cult that worships Cthulhu, hinting at a larger cosmic horror
that transcends human understanding.

2. The Tale of Inspector Legrasse

The second section recounts the experiences of Inspector John Raymond
Legrasse, who, during a raid on a backwoods cult in the swamps of Louisiana,
encounters worshippers who pay homage to Cthulhu. Legrasse discovers that
this cult is widespread and connected to other similar sects around the
world, indicating that Cthulhu’s influence is not limited to the isolated
Pacific islands.

3. The Madness from the Sea



In the final part, the narrative focuses on the account of a Norwegian
sailor, Henry Anthony Wilcox, who survives an encounter with the creature and
its cult. His harrowing tale describes the awakening of Cthulhu from its
slumber beneath the ocean, suggesting that the creature is not merely a
figment of madness, but a real entity capable of inciting terror and chaos.

Thematic Elements

"The Call of Cthulhu" explores several overarching themes that resonate
throughout Lovecraft’s work:

Cosmic Horror

At the heart of the story lies the theme of cosmic horror. Lovecraft posits
that humanity is insignificant in the grand scheme of the universe, which is
filled with ancient beings far beyond human comprehension. Cthulhu embodies
this idea, representing a force that could easily obliterate mankind if it
chose to awaken.

The Limits of Knowledge

The narrative suggests that the quest for knowledge can lead to madness.
Characters who delve too deeply into the mysteries of Cthulhu often find
themselves overwhelmed by what they uncover. This theme is encapsulated in
the famous quote, “The most merciful thing in the world, I think, is the
inability of the human mind to correlate all its contents.”

Cult and Ritual

The presence of cults and rituals throughout the story underscores humanity’s
fascination with the unknown. The worshippers of Cthulhu perform dark rites
in the hopes of appeasing the entity, which points to a primal instinct
within humans to seek connection, even with the most malignant forces.

Character Analysis

Although "The Call of Cthulhu" employs a narrative style that emphasizes
collective experience over individual character development, a few key
figures stand out:



Francis Wayland Thurston: The narrator and a direct descendant of a man
who had previously encountered the cult. He represents the rational mind
grappling with the incomprehensible.

Henry Anthony Wilcox: An artist who experiences prophetic dreams of
Cthulhu, symbolizing the intersection of creativity and madness.

Inspector John Raymond Legrasse: The detective who uncovers the cult’s
activities, representing the law and order in a chaotic world.

Henry Anthony: A sailor who provides a firsthand account of Cthulhu's
awakening, serving as a harbinger of dread.

Literary Style and Techniques

Lovecraft’s unique style plays a crucial role in crafting the atmosphere of
"The Call of Cthulhu." Here are some key literary techniques he employs:

1. First-Person Narrative

The use of first-person narration adds an intimate layer to the story,
allowing readers to experience the protagonist’s terror and confusion
directly. This technique creates a sense of immediacy and personal connection
to the horror being described.

2. Detailed Descriptions

Lovecraft is known for his elaborate descriptions of settings and creatures.
His use of vivid imagery immerses the reader in a world filled with
unsettling sights and sensations, enhancing the overall feeling of dread.

3. Intertextual References

Throughout the narrative, Lovecraft references various texts and historical
accounts, lending an air of authenticity to the mythos. By intertwining real-
world elements with the fictional, he blurs the line between reality and
fiction, making the horror feel all the more plausible.



Cultural Impact and Legacy

"The Call of Cthulhu" has had a profound influence on the horror genre and
popular culture. Its impact can be observed in various forms of media,
including:

1. Literature

Lovecraft’s work has inspired countless authors, including Stephen King, Neil
Gaiman, and Clive Barker. The concept of cosmic horror has become a popular
subgenre, with many writers drawing upon Lovecraftian themes in their
storytelling.

2. Film and Television

The mythos surrounding Cthulhu has been adapted into numerous films,
documentaries, and television shows. Works such as "The Thing" and "Event
Horizon" explore similar themes of existential dread and the unknown, echoing
Lovecraft’s influence.

3. Tabletop Games

The Call of Cthulhu role-playing game, first published in the 1980s, allows
players to immerse themselves in Lovecraft’s universe. The game emphasizes
investigation, horror, and the fragility of sanity, embodying the themes of
the original story.

Conclusion

"The Call of Cthulhu" remains a vital piece of literature that captures the
imagination and fears of readers even decades after its publication. Through
its exploration of cosmic horror, the limits of human understanding, and the
allure of the unknown, Lovecraft’s work continues to resonate. As we confront
the vastness of the universe, the questions raised by "The Call of Cthulhu"
challenge us to ponder our place within it and the potential horrors that lie
beyond our comprehension. Whether you are a long-time fan of Lovecraft’s work
or a newcomer to his mythos, "The Call of Cthulhu" is an essential read that
offers a gripping glimpse into the darkest corners of existence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Call of Cthulhu'
by H.P. Lovecraft?
The central theme of 'The Call of Cthulhu' is the insignificance of humanity
in the vast cosmos, exploring existential dread and the idea that ancient,
powerful beings exist beyond human comprehension.

How does H.P. Lovecraft establish a sense of horror
in 'The Call of Cthulhu'?
Lovecraft establishes horror through an atmosphere of dread, the use of
unreliable narrators, and the gradual revelation of the terrifying truths
about the Cthulhu mythos, emphasizing the fragility of sanity.

What role does the character of Professor Henry
Anthony Wilcox play in 'The Call of Cthulhu'?
Professor Henry Anthony Wilcox serves as a key link in uncovering the
mysteries surrounding Cthulhu, as his dreams and artistic visions lead him to
discover the existence of the ancient entity and its cult.

How has 'The Call of Cthulhu' influenced modern
horror and pop culture?
The Call of Cthulhu has profoundly influenced modern horror by inspiring a
genre of cosmic horror, as well as numerous adaptations in films, games, and
literature, establishing Cthulhu as a prominent figure in pop culture.

What is the significance of dreams in 'The Call of
Cthulhu'?
Dreams in 'The Call of Cthulhu' signify a connection to the unknown and the
subconscious, serving as a medium through which characters experience
glimpses of the cosmic horrors and the influence of Cthulhu on human
consciousness.
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