
the call of the wild white fang
The Call of the Wild White Fang is a timeless classic that reflects the
struggle for survival in the harsh wilderness of the Yukon Territory. Written
by the renowned author Jack London, this novel not only tells the story of a
wild wolf-dog but also explores themes of nature, instinct, and the duality
of man and beast. In this article, we delve into the intricate layers of
White Fang, examining its characters, themes, and the impact it has had on
literature and culture.

Overview of White Fang

White Fang, published in 1906, is a sequel to London's earlier book, The Call
of the Wild, but it presents a different perspective by focusing on the life
of a wild animal rather than a domesticated one. The story is set in the
unforgiving terrain of the Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rush, a time when
survival was a true test of character.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows White Fang, a wolf-dog hybrid born in the wild. His
journey from the forest to the human world is filled with challenges that
shape his character. Key events in the plot include:

Birth and Early Life: White Fang is born in the wild, raised by his1.
mother, Kiche, and experiences the brutality of nature.

Encounter with Humans: After his mother is killed, White Fang is2.
captured by Native Americans and introduced to human society.

Life with Beauty Smith: White Fang faces cruelty at the hands of his3.
owner, Beauty Smith, who uses him for dog fighting.

Redemption with Weedon Scott: A turning point occurs when White Fang is4.
rescued by Weedon Scott, who shows him kindness and teaches him to trust
humans.

Finding Home: The story culminates in White Fang's acceptance of a more5.
peaceful life, reflecting his struggle between his wild instincts and
the desire for companionship.



Themes in White Fang

Jack London weaves several critical themes throughout White Fang, each
reflecting broader human experiences and philosophies.

Survival of the Fittest

One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the concept of survival of
the fittest. White Fang's journey illustrates the harsh realities of life in
the wild, where only the strongest and most adaptable creatures thrive. This
theme is not limited to the animal kingdom; it also applies to humans,
showcasing the brutal competition inherent in nature.

Nature vs. Nurture

The conflict between nature and nurture plays a significant role in White
Fang’s development. While his instincts as a wild animal shape his initial
behavior, the experiences he undergoes with humans influence his personality
and choices. This theme raises questions about the essence of identity and
the extent to which environment and upbringing affect an individual.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between White Fang and Weedon Scott represents the theme of
friendship and loyalty. Scott’s kindness contrasts sharply with the cruelty
White Fang experienced earlier. This relationship exemplifies the
transformative power of love and trust, showing how they can lead to
redemption and healing.

Character Analysis

A few characters in White Fang stand out for their influence on the titular
character’s journey.

White Fang

As the protagonist, White Fang embodies the struggle between his wild
instincts and his desire for acceptance. His character evolves from a fierce
and mistrustful wolf-dog into a loyal and loving companion, illustrating the
effects of both nature and nurture.



Weedon Scott

Weedon Scott is a pivotal character who represents the ideal of benevolence.
His compassion and understanding enable White Fang to overcome his past
traumas. Scott’s character challenges the stereotype of humans as cruel
masters, instead highlighting the potential for kindness in humanity.

Beauty Smith

In stark contrast to Scott, Beauty Smith symbolizes cruelty and exploitation.
His character serves as an antagonist to White Fang, demonstrating the darker
aspects of human nature and the destructive impact of abuse.

The Impact of White Fang on Literature and
Culture

Jack London’s White Fang has left an indelible mark on literature and popular
culture. Its themes resonate with readers and inspire various adaptations and
interpretations.

Adaptations

Over the years, White Fang has been adapted into multiple films, television
series, and even animated features. These adaptations often reinterpret the
story, but they maintain the core themes of survival and the bond between
humans and animals.

Influence on Literature

London’s work has influenced countless authors and has become a staple in the
genre of adventure and animal fiction. The narrative style and character
development set a precedent for future writers exploring similar themes of
duality and survival.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Call of the Wild White Fang is not just a tale of a wolf-
dog's journey but a profound exploration of life, identity, and the struggle
between instinct and socialization. Jack London’s ability to capture the



essence of the wild and the complexities of human-animal relationships makes
this novel a timeless read. It invites readers to reflect on their own
existence and the connections they forge with the world around them. Whether
you are revisiting this classic or discovering it for the first time, White
Fang’s story is sure to resonate with anyone who has ever sought belonging in
a challenging world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'White Fang'?
The main themes include survival, the struggle between nature and nurture,
and the impact of environment on development.

How does Jack London portray the relationship
between humans and animals in 'White Fang'?
London illustrates a complex relationship where humans can be both nurturing
and cruel, impacting the development of the protagonist, White Fang.

In what ways does 'White Fang' reflect the
naturalist literary movement?
The novel reflects naturalism through its focus on the harsh realities of
life, the influence of environment on character, and the instinctual
behaviors of animals.

What is the significance of White Fang's journey
from wild to domesticated?
White Fang's journey symbolizes the struggle for identity and acceptance, as
he navigates the challenges of both the wild and human society.

How does White Fang's character develop throughout
the novel?
White Fang evolves from a fierce, wild animal shaped by survival instincts to
a loyal companion, influenced by love and kindness from humans.

What role does the setting play in 'White Fang'?
The setting, primarily the Yukon wilderness, acts as a character itself,
shaping the events and experiences that define White Fang's life.



How does Jack London use symbolism in 'White Fang'?
London uses symbolism, such as the wolf pack representing primal instincts
and the domesticated environment symbolizing human civilization.

What impact did 'White Fang' have on literature and
popular culture?
The novel has influenced countless adaptations in film and literature,
emphasizing themes of adventure and the bond between humans and animals.

What can readers learn about resilience from 'White
Fang'?
Readers can learn that resilience is essential for survival, as White Fang
overcomes adversity and adapts to both the wild and human worlds.
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