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The Canterbury Tales character chart answer key serves as an invaluable tool
for understanding the diverse cast of characters created by Geoffrey Chaucer
in his seminal work. "The Canterbury Tales," written in the late 14th
century, is one of the most significant pieces of literature in the English
language. It is a collection of stories told by a group of pilgrims traveling
to the shrine of Saint Thomas Becket in Canterbury. Each character not only
represents different social classes and professions but also embodies a
variety of moral values, beliefs, and personalities. This article will
provide a comprehensive overview of the main characters in "The Canterbury
Tales," their roles, and their significance within the narrative.

Overview of The Canterbury Tales

"The Canterbury Tales" is structured as a frame narrative, where a group of
pilgrims gathers at the Tabard Inn in Southwark, London, before embarking on
their journey to Canterbury. Each pilgrim is invited to tell a tale, and the
best story is to be rewarded with a free meal at the inn upon their return.
The tales cover a wide range of themes, including love, morality, and social
commentary, making the work a rich source for character analysis.

Character Chart: Key Characters in The
Canterbury Tales

The character chart of "The Canterbury Tales" provides insights into the
social hierarchy of the time and the personal attributes of each character.
Below, we will discuss some of the most prominent characters along with their
descriptions.

1. The Knight
- Social Class: Nobility
- Characteristics: The Knight is depicted as a brave and honorable warrior
who has fought in many battles. He is described as chivalrous, truthful, and
generous, embodying the ideals of knighthood.
- Significance: Represents the ideal noble class and the virtues of chivalry.

2. The Squire
- Social Class: Nobility
- Characteristics: The Knight’s son, the Squire is youthful, charming, and
skilled in various arts, including music and horsemanship. He is in pursuit
of love and often seeks attention from women.
- Significance: Represents the younger generation of nobility, with a focus
on courtly love.



3. The Yeoman
- Social Class: Peasantry
- Characteristics: The Yeoman is a servant to the Knight, dressed in green
and carrying a bow and arrows. He is skilled and serves as a forester.
- Significance: Illustrates the role of the lower nobility and the importance
of the working class.

4. The Prioress
- Social Class: Clergy
- Characteristics: The Prioress is a nun who is portrayed as overly concerned
with manners and appearance. She speaks French and has a delicate
sensibility.
- Significance: Represents the corruption in the church and the
superficiality of some religious figures.

5. The Monk
- Social Class: Clergy
- Characteristics: The Monk is a wealthy and well-fed individual who prefers
hunting and worldly pleasures over monastic duties. He is not interested in
the traditional monastic lifestyle.
- Significance: Embodies the moral decay of the church during Chaucer's time.

6. The Friar
- Social Class: Clergy
- Characteristics: A corrupt and manipulative figure, the Friar is depicted
as someone who exploits the people for money and favors. He is jovial and
often mingles with the wealthy.
- Significance: Highlights the hypocrisy and greed prevalent in religious
orders.

7. The Wife of Bath
- Social Class: Middle Class
- Characteristics: The Wife of Bath is a strong-willed woman who has been
married five times. She is experienced in relationships and speaks candidly
about her views on marriage and gender roles.
- Significance: A feminist figure who challenges contemporary views on women
and marriage.

8. The Merchant
- Social Class: Middle Class
- Characteristics: The Merchant appears affluent and knowledgeable about
trade, but he is actually in debt. He represents the rising merchant class of
Chaucer's time.
- Significance: Reflects the complexities of wealth and social status in
medieval society.



9. The Clerk
- Social Class: Middle Class
- Characteristics: The Clerk is a student of philosophy who is thin and
unworldly. He is more focused on learning than material possessions.
- Significance: Represents the intellectual class and the value placed on
education.

10. The Summoner
- Social Class: Clergy
- Characteristics: The Summoner is depicted as corrupt and lecherous, using
his position to extort money from those he summons to court.
- Significance: A representation of the moral failures within the church's
legal system.

11. The Pardoner
- Social Class: Clergy
- Characteristics: The Pardoner sells indulgences and claims to have
religious relics. He is manipulative and deceitful.
- Significance: Critiques the exploitation of faith for financial gain,
exposing the greed of religious figures.

12. The Host
- Social Class: Middle Class
- Characteristics: The Host, named Harry Bailey, is the innkeeper who
suggests the tale-telling contest. He is jovial, wise, and serves as a guide
for the pilgrims.
- Significance: Represents the voice of the common people and acts as a
bridge between the various social classes.

Character Relationships

The interactions between characters in "The Canterbury Tales" reveal much
about their personalities and social standings. The tales often reflect the
biases, prejudices, and moral values of the characters telling them.
Additionally, the contrasting tales can highlight the differences in
perspective across social classes.

- The Knight and the Squire: Their relationship showcases the transition of
ideals from the established nobility to the younger generation.
- The Wife of Bath and the Clerk: Their tales reflect differing views on
marriage and gender roles, leading to a dynamic exchange of ideas.
- The Friar and the Summoner: Their antagonistic relationship exemplifies the
corruption within the clergy and the competition among religious figures.

Thematic Implications of the Characters

Each character in "The Canterbury Tales" serves not only to tell a story but



to explore broader themes of society, morality, and human behavior. The tales
offer a reflection on the complexities of life during Chaucer's time.

- Social Class and Status: The diverse characters highlight the stratified
nature of society, from nobility to peasants, and illustrate how social
status impacts narrative and morality.
- Corruption in Religion: Characters like the Friar, Monk, and Pardoner
critique the moral failings of the religious establishment and raise
questions about the authenticity of faith.
- Gender Roles: The Wife of Bath stands out as a character who challenges
traditional views on women, providing a lens through which to examine gender
dynamics.

Conclusion

The character chart in "The Canterbury Tales" is a vital resource for readers
and scholars alike, providing a comprehensive understanding of Chaucer’s rich
tapestry of medieval society. Each character's unique story contributes to a
broader conversation about morality, social dynamics, and the human
experience. Through their tales, Chaucer not only entertains but also invites
reflection on the complexities of life, making "The Canterbury Tales" a
timeless classic that continues to resonate with modern audiences. By
examining these characters and their relationships, readers can deepen their
understanding of the intricate social fabric of Chaucer's world and the
enduring themes that continue to be relevant today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the character chart in
'The Canterbury Tales'?

The character chart helps readers understand the diverse range of characters,
their backgrounds, and their roles in the narrative, highlighting the social
structure of medieval society.

How can the character chart enhance our understanding
of the themes in 'The Canterbury Tales'?

The character chart illustrates how different characters represent various
social classes, moral values, and human behaviors, which are central to the
themes of satire, pilgrimage, and the human condition in the tales.

What are some key characters included in 'The
Canterbury Tales' character chart?

Key characters include the Knight, the Wife of Bath, the Pardoner, the
Miller, and the Prioress, each embodying distinct traits and societal roles.

How does the character chart reflect the author's



commentary on society?

The character chart serves as a microcosm of 14th-century English society,
allowing Chaucer to critique social norms, expose hypocrisy, and portray the
complexity of human nature.

Can the character chart be used for comparative
analysis in 'The Canterbury Tales'?

Yes, the character chart can be used for comparative analysis by examining
relationships, contrasts between characters, and how their stories reflect or
challenge the societal expectations of their time.
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