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The Case for Israel Alan Dershowitz is a topic that has garnered significant attention in recent
years, especially as debates surrounding Israel's right to exist and its policies intensify. Alan
Dershowitz, a prominent attorney and legal scholar, has been one of the most vocal defenders of
Israel, articulating its challenges and advocating for its legitimacy on the global stage. This article
will explore Dershowitz's views on Israel, the historical context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and
the moral arguments he presents in favor of Israel's position.

Understanding Alan Dershowitz's Perspective

Alan Dershowitz, born in 1938, is a Harvard Law School professor, author, and legal analyst known
for his outspoken views on various legal and political issues. Throughout his career, he has focused
on civil liberties, human rights, and the legal aspects of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Dershowitz’s
defense of Israel is multifaceted, emphasizing historical, legal, and ethical dimensions.

The Historical Context of Israel

To understand Dershowitz's case for Israel, it is essential to delve into the historical context
surrounding the establishment of the state:

1. Balfour Declaration (1917): A statement by the British government expressing support for the
establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine.

2. UN Partition Plan (1947): The United Nations proposed a partition plan to create separate Jewish
and Arab states, which was accepted by Jewish leaders but rejected by Arab leaders.

3. War of Independence (1948): Following the declaration of the state of Israel, neighboring Arab
countries invaded, leading to a war that resulted in Israel's survival and territorial expansion.

Dershowitz argues that the establishment of Israel was a legitimate response to centuries of
persecution faced by Jews, culminating in the Holocaust. He posits that Israel's creation was not
only justified but also a necessary step for the survival of the Jewish people.

The Legal Case for Israel

Dershowitz often emphasizes the legal aspects of Israel's right to exist and defend itself. His
arguments are based on international law, historical agreements, and moral imperatives.

International Law and Agreements

1. Recognition by Nations: Israel is recognized as a sovereign state by the majority of the world'’s
countries and is a member of the United Nations.



2. Self-Defense Rights: Under international law, nations have the right to defend themselves against
aggression. Dershowitz argues that Israel's military actions in response to attacks from Hamas and
other groups are lawful and necessary for its survival.

3. Historical Claims: The historical connection of the Jewish people to the land of Israel dates back
thousands of years, which Dershowitz points out as a basis for their legal claim to the territory.

Moral Arguments

In addition to legal justifications, Dershowitz presents several moral arguments to support Israel:

- Human Rights: He argues that Israel is a democracy that upholds human rights better than many of
its neighbors, providing freedoms and protections that are often absent in the Arab world.

- Victims of Terrorism: Dershowitz highlights the reality of living under constant threat from
terrorist organizations, advocating that Israel's military responses are aimed at protecting its
citizens.

- Peace Efforts: He emphasizes Israel's willingness to engage in peace talks and negotiations, often
at great political risk, demonstrating a genuine desire for a peaceful resolution to the conflict.

Challenges to Israel's Position

Despite Dershowitz's robust defense, he acknowledges that Israel faces numerous challenges both
domestically and internationally. Understanding these challenges is crucial to comprehending the
broader context of his arguments.

Domestic Challenges

1. Political Divisions: Israel has a diverse political landscape, with significant divisions among
various parties regarding policies toward Palestinians and peace negotiations.

2. Security Concerns: Ongoing violence and security threats from groups like Hamas and Hezbollah
create a complex environment where any peace proposal is fraught with risks.

3. Public Opinion: Israeli citizens often have differing views on how to approach the conflict, which
can hinder unified action and policy-making.

International Challenges

1. Global Criticism: Israel faces substantial criticism from various international bodies and human
rights organizations regarding its treatment of Palestinians and its military actions.

2. Boycotts and Sanctions: Movements advocating for boycotts, divestments, and sanctions (BDS)
against Israel gain traction in many parts of the world, complicating Israel's international standing.
3. Media Representation: Dershowitz argues that media bias often portrays Israel unfairly, leading to
misconceptions about its actions and motivations.



The Future of Israel and Its Advocacy

As debates around Israel continue to evolve, the role of advocates like Alan Dershowitz becomes
even more critical. His arguments are not only aimed at defending Israel but also at fostering a
deeper understanding of the complexities involved in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Advocacy for Peace

Dershowitz believes that a balanced approach is essential for achieving lasting peace. His advocacy
includes:

- Two-State Solution: Supporting negotiations that lead to the establishment of a Palestinian state
alongside Israel, provided that it ensures the security of the Israeli state.

- Dialogue and Education: Promoting open dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians, as well as
efforts to educate both sides about each other's narratives and concerns.

- Condemnation of Violence: Clearly denouncing acts of violence from both sides, advocating for
peaceful solutions rather than militaristic responses.

Conclusion

The Case for Israel Alan Dershowitz encapsulates a thorough defense of Israel's right to exist and
thrive amidst complex historical, legal, and moral landscapes. Dershowitz's commitment to
advocating for Israel stems from a deep understanding of the challenges it faces, alongside a belief
in the importance of justice, peace, and coexistence. As discussions around the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict continue, the insights provided by Dershowitz and others in the field remain vital for
fostering constructive dialogue and ultimately achieving a sustainable resolution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument presented by Alan Dershowitz in
‘The Case for Israel'?

Alan Dershowitz argues that Israel has a moral and legal right to exist as a Jewish state and that its
actions are often misrepresented and misunderstood in the context of international law and morality.

How does Dershowitz address the criticism of Israel's policies?

Dershowitz acknowledges the criticisms but contends that many are based on misconceptions or
double standards, emphasizing that Israel's right to defend itself is paramount in a region where it
faces constant threats.



What legal framework does Dershowitz use to support Israel's
legitimacy?

Dershowitz discusses various legal documents, including the Balfour Declaration, the San Remo
Resolution, and the United Nations Partition Plan, to argue that Israel's establishment was legally
sanctioned.

In 'The Case for Israel’, how does Dershowitz tackle the issue
of Palestinian rights?

Dershowitz argues that recognizing Israel's right to exist does not negate Palestinian rights, and he
advocates for a two-state solution as the ideal resolution to the conflict.

What role does Dershowitz believe media portrayal plays in
shaping perceptions of Israel?

Dershowitz claims that media often presents a biased view of Israel, focusing disproportionately on
negative aspects while neglecting positive contributions and the complex realities of the conflict.

How does Dershowitz counter claims of Israeli apartheid?

Dershowitz refutes the apartheid label by arguing that Israel is a democracy with Arab citizens who
have rights and representation, contrasting it with the actual apartheid systems in history.

What impact has 'The Case for Israel' had on public discourse
about Israel?

The book has sparked significant debate and discussion about Israel's policies and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, influencing both supporters and critics of Israel's actions.

What is Dershowitz's stance on anti-Semitism in the context of
criticism against Israel?

Dershowitz asserts that while legitimate criticism of Israel is valid, it often crosses into anti-
Semitism, especially when it employs double standards or denies Israel's right to exist.
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