
the center for art in wood

The Center for Art in Wood is a remarkable institution dedicated to the appreciation and promotion of wood
art and craft. Established in 1986 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, it serves as a vital hub for artists,
collectors, and the public to explore the multifaceted world of wood as a medium for artistic expression. This
unique center not only showcases exquisite wooden artworks but also emphasizes education, community
engagement, and the preservation of traditional and contemporary woodworking techniques.

History and Mission

The inception of The Center for Art in Wood was rooted in a desire to elevate the perception of wood as a
legitimate and significant medium for fine art. The founders recognized that wood had been historically relegated
to functional craft and wanted to showcase its potential for artistic expression. The center's mission is to:

1. Promote the appreciation of wood art: By offering exhibitions, educational programs, and community events.
2. Support artists: Providing opportunities for artists to exhibit their work, engage with the community, and
develop their skills.
3. Preserve the craft: Through workshops and educational initiatives that teach traditional and
contemporary woodworking techniques.

Exhibitions and Collections

The exhibitions at The Center for Art in Wood are a highlight of its offerings, featuring a diverse range of
works from local, national, and international artists. The center's collection includes more than 1,000
works, showcasing various styles and approaches to wood art.

Permanent Collection

The permanent collection is a testament to the versatility of wood and includes:

- Sculptures: Ranging from abstract forms to realistic representations.
- Functional Art: Pieces that serve both aesthetic and practical purposes, such as furniture and utensils.
- Mixed Media Works: Artworks that incorporate wood with other materials, demonstrating innovative
techniques and concepts.

Temporary Exhibitions

In addition to its permanent collection, the center hosts temporary exhibitions that highlight:

- Emerging Artists: Showcasing the work of new talent in the field of wood art.
- Thematic Shows: Focusing on specific themes or techniques, such as sustainability in wood art or the
intersection of technology and traditional craftsmanship.
- Retrospectives: Celebrating the work of established artists and their contributions to the medium.

Educational Programs



Education is a cornerstone of The Center for Art in Wood. The center offers a variety of programs designed to
engage individuals of all ages and skill levels in the world of wood art.

Workshops and Classes

The center provides hands-on workshops that allow participants to learn various woodworking techniques,
including:

- Turning: Techniques for creating round forms using a lathe.
- Carving: Learning the art of shaping wood with chisels and knives.
- Joinery: Understanding the different methods to join pieces of wood together securely.

Lectures and Demonstrations

Regularly scheduled lectures and demonstrations by renowned wood artists and craftsmen offer insights into:

- Artistic Processes: Understanding the creative journey and techniques employed by artists.
- Materials: Learning about the different types of wood and their properties.
- History and Culture: Exploring the historical significance of woodworking in various cultures.

Internships and Artist Residencies

For aspiring wood artists, the center offers internships and artist residency programs that provide:

- Mentorship: Guidance from experienced artists and craftsmen.
- Studio Space: Access to facilities and tools necessary for creating art.
- Exhibition Opportunities: Platforms to showcase their work to the public.

Community Engagement

The Center for Art in Wood plays an essential role in the local community by fostering a love for art and
craftsmanship through various outreach initiatives.

School Programs

The center collaborates with local schools to provide:

- Field Trips: Students visit the center to learn about wood art and participate in hands-on activities.
- Curriculum Support: Offering resources and workshops for educators to incorporate woodworking into
their teaching.

Public Events

The center hosts a variety of public events, including:

- Open Houses: Allowing the community to explore the center and its exhibitions.



- Art Fairs: Featuring local artists and craftspeople selling their work and engaging with the public.
- Family Days: Fun, interactive events designed for families to explore their creativity together.

Collaborations with Local Artists

By facilitating collaborations between local artists and the center, the organization promotes the growth of
the wood art community. These collaborations often result in:

- Joint Exhibitions: Showcasing the work of multiple artists in a single thematic exhibition.
- Community Projects: Initiatives that involve local residents in the creation of public art pieces.

The Importance of Sustainability

In today's world, sustainability is a crucial concern in all forms of art, including wood art. The Center for
Art in Wood emphasizes the importance of using responsibly sourced materials and sustainable practices in
woodworking.

Sourcing Wood Responsibly

The center advocates for artists to:

- Use reclaimed wood: Repurposing wood from old furniture, buildings, or other sources.
- Select sustainably harvested wood: Choosing wood from forests certified by organizations like the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC).

Promoting Awareness

Through educational programs and exhibitions, the center raises awareness about:

- Environmental Impact: Understanding how wood sourcing affects forests and ecosystems.
- Conservation Efforts: Supporting initiatives that aim to protect endangered tree species and promote
sustainable forestry practices.

Conclusion

The Center for Art in Wood stands as a beacon of creativity, education, and community engagement in the
world of wood art. By promoting appreciation for the medium, supporting artists, and fostering sustainable
practices, the center plays a vital role in preserving the rich tradition of woodworking while encouraging
innovative expressions of art. As it continues to evolve, the center remains committed to its mission of inspiring
future generations of artists and art lovers alike, ensuring that wood art remains a vibrant and respected
form of artistic expression. Through its exhibitions, educational programs, and community initiatives, The
Center for Art in Wood will undoubtedly continue to shape the landscape of wood art for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Center for Art in Wood?

The Center for Art in Wood is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the collection, preservation, and
exhibition of wood art and craftsmanship. It promotes the appreciation of wood as a medium for artistic
expression.

What types of programs and events does the Center for Art in Wood offer?

The Center for Art in Wood offers a variety of programs including exhibitions, workshops, lectures, and
community outreach initiatives that engage both artists and the public in the appreciation of wood art.

How can artists get involved with the Center for Art in Wood?

Artists can get involved by applying to exhibit their work, participating in workshops, or joining the Center’s
community of wood artists. They can also contribute to educational programs or volunteer opportunities.

What is the significance of wood as an art medium highlighted by the Center
for Art in Wood?

Wood is highlighted as a versatile and sustainable medium that connects craftsmanship with artistry. The
Center emphasizes its historical significance, aesthetic qualities, and the skills involved in creating wood art.

Where is the Center for Art in Wood located, and how can I visit?

The Center for Art in Wood is located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Visitors can check their official website
for current exhibitions, hours, and guidelines for visiting.
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