
the cherokee removal a brief history with documents

The Cherokee Removal marks one of the most tragic episodes in American history, reflecting the broader theme of
Native American displacement during the 19th century. This forced relocation, often referred to as the Trail of
Tears, involved the systematic removal of the Cherokee Nation from their ancestral lands in the Southeastern
United States to designated Indian Territory west of the Mississippi River. The history of this event is not just
a tale of loss but also one of resilience, legal battles, and the struggle for survival in the face of
overwhelming adversity.

Historical Context of the Cherokee Removal

The roots of the Cherokee Removal can be traced back to the early 19th century when the United States was
expanding westward. The government’s desire for land and resources led to increasing pressure on Native
American tribes to cede their territories.

The Treaty of Hopewell (1785)

- The Treaty of Hopewell was one of the first agreements between the United States and the Cherokee Nation.
- It established boundaries for Cherokee lands and provided a framework for future relations.
- However, as settlers moved into the region, these boundaries were increasingly ignored.

Increasing Pressure and the Indian Removal Act (1830)

- The Indian Removal Act, signed into law by President Andrew Jackson, authorized the federal government to
negotiate treaties that would require Native American tribes to relocate to lands west of the Mississippi
River.
- Jackson believed that removing Native Americans to the west would allow for the expansion of the United
States and help to avoid conflicts between settlers and Native tribes.

The Path to Removal

The journey towards the actual removal of the Cherokee Nation was fraught with challenges and resistance.
The Cherokees, having established a complex society, were not passive in the face of encroachment.

Legal Resistance

- The Cherokee Nation sought to resist removal through legal means. Key cases included:
1. Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831): The Supreme Court ruled that the Cherokee Nation was a "domestic
dependent nation" but did not have the standing to sue in federal court.
2. Worcester v. Georgia (1832): The Supreme Court decided that states did not have the authority to impose
regulations on Native American lands. However, President Jackson famously ignored this ruling, leading to
further tensions.



Native American Adaptation and Society

- The Cherokee Nation had adopted many aspects of European-American culture, including:
- Establishing a written constitution.
- Creating a syllabary for their language, developed by Sequoyah.
- Engaging in agriculture and adopting Western-style education.

This adaptation, however, did not protect them from removal as the U.S. government continued to pressure
them to leave their lands.

The Trail of Tears

The actual removal of the Cherokee people began in 1838, leading to one of the most harrowing chapters in
American history known as the Trail of Tears.

Forced Removal

- The removal process was brutal and poorly managed. Approximately 15,000 Cherokees were forced to march
over 1,000 miles.
- Conditions were horrific:
- Many were ill-prepared for the journey, lacking sufficient food, shelter, and clothing.
- It is estimated that around 4,000 Cherokees died from disease, exposure, and starvation during the journey.

Documenting the Journey

Several documents from this period provide insight into the experiences of the Cherokee people during their forced
removal:

1. The Treaty of New Echota (1835): This treaty, signed by a small faction of the Cherokee leadership
without the consent of the majority, ceded Cherokee lands to the U.S. in exchange for compensation and land in
the West. It was a contentious document that led to deep divisions within the Cherokee Nation.
2. Letters and Eyewitness Accounts: Various letters and accounts from both Cherokee leaders and white
observers document the suffering and struggles faced by the Cherokee during the removal process. These
documents reflect the emotional and physical toll of the journey.

Impact on the Cherokee Nation

The effects of the Cherokee Removal were profound and long-lasting, reshaping the lives of the Cherokee people
and their culture.

Loss of Land and Resources

- The removal resulted in the loss of traditional lands that had sustained the Cherokee for generations.
- The new lands in Oklahoma were often less fertile and suitable for agriculture, leading to economic hardships.



Cultural Resilience

- Despite the trauma and loss, the Cherokee people demonstrated remarkable resilience. They rebuilt their
communities in Indian Territory and retained their cultural identity.
- The establishment of schools, churches, and new forms of government in Oklahoma reflected their
determination to thrive despite adversity.

Legacy of the Cherokee Removal

The legacy of the Cherokee Removal is still felt today, influencing contemporary discussions around Native
American rights, sovereignty, and cultural preservation.

Modern Implications

- The events surrounding the Cherokee Removal have led to ongoing legal battles for land rights and
reparations.
- The Cherokee Nation today is one of the largest and most politically active tribes in the United States,
advocating for the rights of Native Americans and the preservation of their culture.

Commemoration and Education

- Various memorials and historical sites commemorate the Trail of Tears and the resilience of the Cherokee
people.
- Educational programs and initiatives aim to ensure that the history and lessons of the Cherokee Removal are
not forgotten, fostering a greater understanding of Native American history among future generations.

Conclusion

The Cherokee Removal is a poignant reminder of the struggles faced by Native American nations in the United
States. It highlights themes of resilience, adaptation, and the quest for justice in the face of overwhelming
odds. Understanding this history is crucial not only for recognizing the past injustices faced by the Cherokee
people but also for acknowledging their ongoing contributions to American society today. As we reflect on
this dark chapter, it is essential to honor the memories of those who suffered and to work towards a future
that respects the rights and dignity of all Native American peoples.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Cherokee Removal, and why did it occur?

The Cherokee Removal, also known as the Trail of Tears, was the forced relocation of the Cherokee Nation
from their ancestral lands in the southeastern United States to designated Indian Territory west of the
Mississippi River. It occurred primarily due to the expansionist policies of the U.S. government, driven by the
desire for land for agriculture and settlement.



What role did treaties play in the Cherokee Removal?

Treaties played a significant role in the Cherokee Removal. The U.S. government negotiated several treaties,
such as the Treaty of New Echota in 1835, which ceded Cherokee lands in exchange for compensation and land in
the west. However, many Cherokees opposed this treaty, arguing it was signed without the consent of the
majority of their nation.

What were the consequences of the Cherokee Removal for the Cherokee
people?

The consequences of the Cherokee Removal were devastating. Thousands of Cherokee died from disease,
starvation, and exposure during the forced march, known as the Trail of Tears. The removal also resulted in
the loss of their ancestral lands, cultural dislocation, and long-term impacts on their community and identity.

How did the U.S. government justify the Cherokee Removal?

The U.S. government justified the Cherokee Removal by arguing that it was necessary for the advancement of
civilization and economic development. They claimed that relocating Native Americans would protect them from
encroaching settlers and allow for their assimilation into American society, despite the evident injustices of
the policy.

What documents are essential for understanding the history of the Cherokee
Removal?

Key documents for understanding the history of the Cherokee Removal include the Treaty of New Echota
(1835), President Andrew Jackson's speeches and messages regarding Indian removal, and reports from military
officials overseeing the removal process. These documents provide insight into the legal, political, and social
contexts of the event.

What is the legacy of the Cherokee Removal in contemporary society?

The legacy of the Cherokee Removal continues to affect contemporary society, as it is a significant part of
Native American history and identity. It has led to ongoing discussions about land rights, sovereignty, and
reparations. The event is commemorated to honor the resilience of the Cherokee people and raise awareness
about the impacts of forced removals on Indigenous communities.
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