the chrysanthemums point of view

The chrysanthemums point of view is a fascinating lens through which to explore the themes of
isolation, gender roles, and human connection in John Steinbeck's short story, “The
Chrysanthemums.” This piece of literature not only highlights the inner life of its protagonist, Elisa
Allen, but also the broader social commentary surrounding her character. By examining the world
through the perspective of the chrysanthemums, we can deepen our understanding of Elisa’s struggles

and desires, as well as the societal constraints that shape her existence.

Understanding the Symbolism of Chrysanthemums

The chrysanthemum flower serves as a powerful symbol throughout Steinbeck's narrative. To fully
appreciate the significance of these flowers, it’s essential to delve into their characteristics and what

they represent in the context of the story.

Characteristics of Chrysanthemums

Chrysanthemums are known for their vibrant colors and complex beauty. Here are some

characteristics that make them stand out:
* Resilience: Chrysanthemums can thrive in various conditions, symbolizing strength and
endurance.
¢ Beauty: Their striking appearance represents the beauty that can exist amidst harsh realities.

» Seasonality: These flowers bloom in the fall, which can be seen as a metaphor for the cyclical



nature of life.

Chrysanthemums as a Reflection of Elisa's Inner Life

Elisa Allen, the central figure of Steinbeck’s story, is portrayed as a passionate gardener who finds
solace in nurturing her chrysanthemums. The flowers not only represent her femininity and creativity
but also highlight her feelings of entrapment. The relationship between Elisa and her flowers can be

understood through several key aspects:

¢ Creativity: Elisa’s gardening reflects her need for self-expression. The meticulous care she
provides to her chrysanthemums symbolizes her desire for control and beauty in her otherwise

confined life.

e Isolation: Just as the chrysanthemums are confined to their pots, Elisa feels trapped in her
domestic role. Her flowers become a reflection of her own limitations and her yearning for

freedom.
¢ Gender Roles: The chrysanthemums symbolize the expectations placed on women during the

time period. Elisa's nurturing of the flowers can be seen as a metaphor for her role as a

caretaker in her household, while also hinting at her neglected desires and ambitions.

The Interaction with the Tinker

A pivotal moment in the story occurs when a traveling tinker comes to Elisa’s home. This encounter

serves as a catalyst for Elisa's emotional awakening. The interaction between Elisa and the tinker is



layered with meaning, as it brings to light her suppressed longing for connection and recognition.

The Significance of the Tinker's Arrival

When the tinker arrives, he represents a world beyond Elisa’s enclosed garden. His presence disrupts
the monotony of her daily life and ignites a flicker of hope. Here are some key points regarding their

interaction:

e Connection: The tinker engages Elisa in conversation and expresses genuine interest in her

chrysanthemums, making her feel seen and appreciated.

» Flirtation: Elisa's demeanor changes as she interacts with the tinker, showcasing her femininity
and desire for admiration. This moment of flirtation reveals her longing for a more vibrant

existence.
» Disappointment: Despite the promising interaction, the tinker ultimately dismisses the significance

of the chrysanthemums, reducing them to mere commodities. This mirrors Elisa’s own feelings of

being undervalued and ignored in her marriage.

Elisa's Transformation and the Final Scene

The climax of the story occurs after the tinker leaves, and Elisa’s transformation becomes evident. She

experiences a mix of emotions that culminate in a poignant realization about her life and desires.



The Moment of Realization

After the tinker departs, Elisa’s feelings of empowerment quickly fade into despair. This shift highlights

her internal struggle and the societal constraints she faces. Key moments include:
* Hopefulness: At first, Elisa feels a renewed sense of possibility after her encounter with the
tinker, as if she could escape her mundane life.

e Despair: The moment she sees the tinker discarding the chrysanthemums is a turning point. It

symbolizes the dismissal of her identity and dreams, leading to feelings of hopelessness.

e |solation: The final image of Elisa crying in her husband’s presence emphasizes her isolation

and the profound disconnect in her marriage.

The Broader Implications of the Chrysanthemums Point of View

Examining “The Chrysanthemums” through the perspective of the flowers allows readers to grasp the
intricacies of Elisa’s character and her surroundings. This point of view reveals the limitations placed

on women in the early 20th century and invites reflection on broader societal issues.

Gender and Identity

The story’s portrayal of gender roles is central to understanding Elisa’s plight. The chrysanthemums
serve as a metaphor for the constraints imposed on women, reflecting a struggle for identity and

autonomy. Key themes include:



* Expectations: Women like Elisa are often expected to find fulfillment within domestic confines,

limiting their potential.

 Desire for Recognition: The lack of acknowledgment for Elisa’s talents and aspirations mirrors

the experiences of many women who feel sidelined in their pursuits.

e Search for Freedom: The chrysanthemums symbolize not only beauty but also the desire for

liberation from societal expectations.

Conclusion

In exploring the story through the chrysanthemums point of view, we come to appreciate the depth of
Elisa Allen’s character and the broader themes that Steinbeck deftly weaves into his narrative. The
chrysanthemums serve not only as a reflection of Elisa’s inner life but also as a poignant commentary
on the constraints faced by women in a patriarchal society. Through this lens, readers are invited to
reflect on the complexities of identity, longing, and the human desire for connection and recognition.
Ultimately, the flowers remind us of the beauty that can emerge from resilience, even in the face of

despair.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the point of view used in 'The Chrysanthemums'?

The story is primarily told from a third-person limited point of view, focusing closely on the thoughts

and feelings of the main character, Elisa Allen.



How does the point of view influence the reader’'s understanding of
Elisa's character?

The limited third-person perspective allows readers to intimately experience Elisa's emotions,
frustrations, and desires, deepening the understanding of her struggles with gender roles and personal

fulfillment.

What effect does the narrative point of view have on the themes of
isolation and connection in the story?

The third-person limited point of view highlights Elisa's isolation by revealing her inner thoughts while
contrasting them with her external interactions, emphasizing her longing for connection and

understanding.

In what ways does the point of view contribute to the story's mood
and tone?

The use of a limited third-person perspective creates an intimate and contemplative mood, allowing
readers to engage deeply with Elisa's emotional landscape and the contrasting sterility of her

surroundings.

How does the point of view affect the depiction of gender dynamics in
'The Chrysanthemums'?

The focus on Elisa's internal thoughts within a patriarchal context allows the reader to see her

struggles against societal expectations, showcasing the limitations placed on her due to her gender.

What narrative techniques are employed within the third-person point
of view in the story?

The narrative employs free indirect discourse, blending Elisa's thoughts with the narrator's voice, which



creates a seamless connection between her inner life and the external world.

How does the ending of 'The Chrysanthemums’ reflect the point of
view used in the story?

The ending, seen through Elisa's perspective, underscores her emotional devastation and sense of

defeat, leaving readers with a poignant understanding of her plight and the limitations imposed on her.

Why is the choice of point of view significant for the overall message
of 'The Chrysanthemums'?

The third-person limited point of view emphasizes the themes of personal ambition versus societal
constraints, allowing readers to empathize with Elisa's internal conflict and the broader implications of

her experiences.

How might the story change if told from a different point of view, such
as first-person?

If narrated in the first-person, readers would gain a more subjective and potentially biased view of

Elisa's thoughts and feelings, which could alter the perception of her character and the story's themes.
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