
the city of ember by jeanne duprau
The City of Ember is a captivating dystopian novel by Jeanne DuPrau that takes readers on a
thrilling journey through a decaying underground city. Published in 2003, this book is the first in a
series that has gained popularity among readers of all ages, particularly middle-grade audiences. The
story is set in a post-apocalyptic world where the remnants of humanity are confined to the City of
Ember, which was built as a refuge from a devastated surface world. With its rich themes of hope,
perseverance, and the importance of knowledge, "The City of Ember" explores the resilience of the
human spirit in the face of adversity.

Setting and Background

The World of Ember

The City of Ember is an underground city built to protect its inhabitants from a world that has been
ravaged by catastrophe. The city is illuminated by a complex system of electric lights powered by a
generator that is gradually failing. As the story unfolds, readers learn about the city's declining
infrastructure and the looming darkness that threatens its existence.

- The Generator: The heart of Ember's power, the generator is a massive machine located in the city's
underground. As time passes, it becomes increasingly unreliable, leading to power outages and
growing fear among the citizens.
- The City’s Structure: The city is divided into various sectors, including residential areas,
marketplaces, and public buildings. Each area showcases the struggles faced by the citizens as they
adapt to their deteriorating living conditions.
- The Outside World: The inhabitants of Ember are largely ignorant of the world beyond their city.
They are aware of the darkness that surrounds them but are unsure of what lies above ground.

Historical Context

The origins of Ember are shrouded in mystery. The builders of the city created it as a refuge for
humanity, providing a set of instructions for future generations to escape once the surface world
became habitable again. However, as time passed, these instructions were lost, and the citizens of
Ember became increasingly reliant on their dwindling resources.

The story begins generations after the city was established, with the people of Ember facing a crisis
as supplies dwindle and the power grid begins to fail. The narrative cleverly intertwines themes of
survival and the importance of preserving knowledge, urging readers to reflect on their own
relationship with the world around them.



Main Characters

"The City of Ember" features several key characters whose journeys drive the plot. Each character
represents different aspects of Ember’s society and contributes to the overall themes of hope,
determination, and the search for truth.

Lina Mayfleet

Lina is a spirited and resourceful young girl who dreams of becoming a messenger. She possesses a
strong sense of curiosity and is determined to uncover the secrets of her city. As the story progresses,
Lina plays a crucial role in the quest for answers about Ember's past and future.

- Qualities: Brave, intelligent, and optimistic, Lina embodies the hope that is essential for her
community's survival.
- Goals: Lina's primary goal is to find a way to save Ember and ensure a brighter future for its
inhabitants.

Doon Harrow

Doon is Lina's close friend who is passionate about fixing the city's failing infrastructure. Unlike Lina,
who dreams of adventure, Doon is practical and focused on solving problems.

- Qualities: Determined, hardworking, and resourceful, Doon represents the spirit of those who work
tirelessly for the greater good.
- Goals: He is determined to understand the workings of the generator and find a solution to the
power crisis facing Ember.

Other Significant Characters

- Mayor Cole: The self-serving mayor of Ember who is more concerned with maintaining his power
than addressing the city's problems. His incompetence highlights the failures of leadership in times of
crisis.
- Granny: Lina's grandmother, who is struggling with memory loss and the challenges of old age. Her
character adds a layer of emotional depth to the story as Lina cares for her.
- The Pipeworks Workers: A group of laborers who work tirelessly to keep the generator running. They
represent the unsung heroes of Ember, working behind the scenes to maintain the city's fragile
systems.

Plot Overview

The plot of "The City of Ember" unfolds as Lina and Doon confront the realities of their crumbling city.
As they embark on a journey to uncover the secrets of Ember, they encounter numerous challenges



that test their courage and resilience.

The Beginning

The story begins with Lina and Doon on the brink of adulthood. As they receive their jobs, Lina
becomes a messenger while Doon starts working in the city's underground pipeworks. Both
characters are disenchanted with the current state of Ember and are eager to make a difference.

- Lina’s Discovery: While exploring the city as a messenger, Lina discovers a mysterious, tattered
document that she believes holds the key to Ember's survival.
- Doon’s Frustration: Doon grows increasingly frustrated with the power outages and the mayor's
neglect, prompting him to investigate the generator himself.

The Quest for Answers

As the power outages worsen, Lina and Doon realize they must work together to decipher the
document and find a way to save Ember. Their journey leads them through the dark streets of Ember
and into the depths of the city's infrastructure.

- Friendship and Teamwork: Lina and Doon’s partnership is vital to their success. Their differing
strengths complement each other, showcasing the importance of collaboration in overcoming
obstacles.
- Clues from the Past: The clues they uncover highlight the history of Ember and the dire situation the
citizens face as resources dwindle.

The Climax

The tension peaks as Doon and Lina discover the truth about the generator and the lost instructions
for escape. With time running out and the city descending into chaos, they must muster all their
courage and ingenuity to find a way to save their home.

- Facing Adversity: The characters are tested both physically and emotionally as they confront the
challenges of their environment and the desperation of their fellow citizens.
- Revelation and Hope: Ultimately, Lina and Doon’s discoveries lead to a hopeful resolution,
emphasizing the theme that knowledge is the key to survival.

Themes and Messages

"The City of Ember" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers. The narrative encourages
reflection on several important topics:



Hope and Perseverance

The enduring spirit of Lina and Doon illustrates the importance of hope in the face of adversity. Their
determination to uncover the truth and find solutions serves as a powerful reminder of the resilience
inherent in the human spirit.

The Importance of Knowledge

The novel emphasizes that knowledge and education are vital for survival. The lost instructions for
escape symbolize the idea that understanding one’s past is crucial for building a better future.

The Consequences of Neglect

The deteriorating state of Ember serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of neglecting
one’s environment and responsibilities. It highlights the need for proactive leadership and community
engagement in addressing societal issues.

Conclusion

In summary, "The City of Ember" by Jeanne DuPrau is a thought-provoking and engaging novel that
captivates readers with its rich storytelling and profound themes. The journey of Lina and Doon
underscores the importance of hope, knowledge, and perseverance in overcoming challenges. As
readers navigate the dark streets of Ember alongside the protagonists, they are reminded of the
resilience of the human spirit and the power of friendship in the quest for a brighter future. This
timeless tale continues to inspire and resonate, making it a must-read for those who believe in the
potential for change and the importance of safeguarding our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary setting of 'The City of Ember'?
The primary setting of 'The City of Ember' is a dark, underground city built to protect its citizens from
an unspecified disaster on the surface.

Who are the main characters in 'The City of Ember'?
The main characters are Lina Mayfleet, a messenger, and Doon Harrow, a passionate worker in the
city's generator.



What is the significance of the city's generator in the story?
The generator provides electricity to the city, but it is failing and symbolizes the crumbling
infrastructure and impending doom of Ember.

What do Lina and Doon discover about the city's past?
Lina and Doon discover clues that suggest the city was built as a temporary refuge, and there is a
way to escape to the surface.

What role does the 'Instructions for Egress' play in the story?
The 'Instructions for Egress' is a mysterious document that provides crucial information about how to
leave Ember, and its discovery is pivotal to the plot.

How does the theme of hope manifest in 'The City of Ember'?
The theme of hope is embodied in Lina and Doon's determination to find a way out of Ember, despite
the bleak circumstances they face.

What challenges do Lina and Doon face while trying to save
their city?
Lina and Doon encounter obstacles such as a failing infrastructure, apathy among the citizens, and
the oppressive governance of the city's leaders.

What does the ending of 'The City of Ember' suggest about
the future of its inhabitants?
The ending suggests that there is hope for the inhabitants of Ember as Lina and Doon successfully
escape, implying a brighter future on the surface.

How does 'The City of Ember' address the theme of
community and collaboration?
The story highlights the importance of community and collaboration as Lina and Doon work together
with others to solve the crisis facing their city.
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