
the complete works of oscar wilde
the complete works of oscar wilde represent a rich and diverse collection of literary masterpieces
that have captivated readers for over a century. Known for his wit, flamboyant style, and sharp social
commentary, Oscar Wilde crafted a variety of works ranging from plays and poetry to essays and a
novel. This comprehensive overview explores Wilde’s literary contributions, examining his major
plays, poetry collections, prose works, and critical essays. The article also highlights Wilde’s unique
style, his influence on literature and society, and the enduring legacy of his writings. For enthusiasts
and scholars alike, understanding the complete works of Oscar Wilde offers valuable insight into one
of the most brilliant literary figures of the Victorian era. Below is a detailed table of contents guiding
the exploration of Wilde’s oeuvre.
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Oscar Wilde’s Major Plays
Oscar Wilde’s plays are central to his reputation as a master of wit and social satire. His dramatic
works often explore themes of hypocrisy, beauty, and societal expectations through sharp dialogue
and memorable characters. Wilde contributed significantly to the genre of comedy of manners,
combining humor with incisive critique of Victorian society.

The Importance of “The Importance of Being Earnest”
Arguably Wilde’s most famous play, “The Importance of Being Earnest” is a comedic masterpiece that
satirizes Victorian social norms and the institution of marriage. The play is celebrated for its clever
dialogue, paradoxes, and the use of mistaken identities. It remains a staple in theatre repertoires
worldwide.

Other Notable Plays
Wilde’s theatrical repertoire includes several other significant works, such as:

Lady Windermere’s Fan – a social comedy addressing issues of morality and reputation.



An Ideal Husband – a play that examines political corruption and personal integrity.

A Woman of No Importance – a critique of gender roles and social hypocrisy in upper-class
England.

Salomé – a one-act tragedy originally written in French, exploring biblical themes with poetic
intensity.

Each play showcases Wilde’s flair for blending humor with serious social commentary, contributing to
his lasting theatrical legacy.

Poetry by Oscar Wilde
Oscar Wilde’s poetry reflects his aesthetic ideals and his passion for beauty, art, and emotion. His
poetic works span early romanticism to more mature, reflective themes, often emphasizing the
artist’s role and the pursuit of beauty.

Early Poems and Collections
Wilde’s earliest poetry collections, such as Poems (1881), reveal his influences from the Pre-
Raphaelite and Aesthetic movements. These poems often explore themes of love, nature, art, and
mythology, marked by lush language and vivid imagery.

Notable Poems
Several individual poems stand out in Wilde’s poetic output:

The Ballad of Reading Gaol – a powerful narrative poem inspired by Wilde’s prison
experience, addressing themes of justice and human suffering.

Requiescat – a melancholic meditation on death and loss.

De Profundis – though primarily an extended letter, its poetic qualities and emotional depth
have earned it recognition as a significant literary work.

Wilde’s poetry, while less famous than his plays, remains an essential component of his literary
identity and offers deep insight into his personal and artistic sensibilities.

Prose and Novels
Beyond drama and poetry, Oscar Wilde authored prose works that reveal his narrative skill and
philosophical reflections. His prose often incorporates elements of fairy tales, satire, and social
critique.



The Picture of Dorian Gray
Wilde’s only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray, published in 1890, is a seminal work in Gothic and
decadent literature. The novel explores themes of vanity, moral corruption, and the duality of human
nature through the story of a young man whose portrait ages while he remains eternally youthful. Its
controversial subject matter and critique of aestheticism sparked significant debate upon release.

Fairy Tales and Short Stories
Wilde also wrote a collection of fairy tales that blend whimsy with moral lessons and social
commentary. These include:

The Happy Prince and Other Tales – stories such as “The Happy Prince,” “The Selfish Giant,”
and “The Nightingale and the Rose” highlight themes of sacrifice, compassion, and beauty.

The Canterville Ghost – a humorous and gothic short story mixing supernatural elements with
satire.

These prose works demonstrate Wilde’s versatility and his ability to engage readers of all ages
through imaginative storytelling.

Essays and Criticism
Oscar Wilde’s essays and critical writings reveal his intellectual depth and his advocacy for the
Aesthetic Movement. Through his essays, Wilde articulated his philosophy of art and aesthetics,
challenging conventional Victorian values.

Key Essays
Some of Wilde’s most influential essays include:

The Critic as Artist – an essay discussing the role of the critic in shaping and interpreting art.

The Decay of Lying – a dialogue emphasizing the importance of imagination and artifice over
realism.

Intentions – a collection of essays on art, including reflections on the works of William Blake and
the nature of criticism.

Wilde’s critical writings significantly influenced contemporary and later artistic thought, promoting the
idea that art should be valued for its beauty and emotional impact rather than moral or didactic
purposes.



The Style and Themes in Wilde’s Works
The complete works of Oscar Wilde are unified by distinctive stylistic features and recurring thematic
concerns. His writing style is characterized by sharp wit, epigrammatic dialogue, and a sophisticated
command of language. Wilde’s works often challenge social conventions and explore complex ideas
about identity, beauty, and morality.

Wit and Satire
Wilde’s hallmark is his use of wit to expose the absurdities and contradictions of Victorian society. His
satirical approach allows him to critique issues such as class hypocrisy, gender roles, and the
superficiality of social customs without resorting to overt moralizing.

Exploration of Aestheticism
A central theme in Wilde’s oeuvre is the Aesthetic Movement’s principle that art exists for its own
sake. Wilde celebrated beauty and artistic expression as ends in themselves, often questioning the
relationship between art and life.

Duality and Identity
Many of Wilde’s works grapple with the dual nature of human identity—the conflict between
appearance and reality, public persona and private self. This theme is most famously embodied in The
Picture of Dorian Gray, but also appears in his plays and poetry.

Legacy and Influence of Oscar Wilde
The complete works of Oscar Wilde have left an indelible mark on literature, theater, and popular
culture. Wilde’s pioneering use of language, his bold challenge to social norms, and his tragic
personal story have combined to create a lasting cultural icon.

Impact on Literature and Theater
Wilde’s plays continue to be performed worldwide, valued for their humor and insightful social
commentary. His literary style influenced modernist writers and remains a subject of academic study.
Wilde’s commitment to aestheticism helped shape the development of modern literary theory and
criticism.

Social and Cultural Influence
Beyond literature, Wilde’s life and works have inspired discussions on sexuality, freedom of
expression, and artistic individuality. His experiences as a gay man persecuted in Victorian England
resonate in contemporary conversations about human rights and identity.



Enduring Popularity
Oscar Wilde’s works remain widely read, taught, and adapted into various media, including film,
television, and theater. His unique blend of humor, tragedy, and philosophical insight ensures his
place among the literary greats of the 19th century and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main genres covered in The Complete Works of
Oscar Wilde?
The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde include various genres such as plays, poetry, essays, and his
famous novel, showcasing his versatility as a writer.

Which is the most famous play included in The Complete
Works of Oscar Wilde?
The most famous play included is 'The Importance of Being Earnest,' known for its wit and satirical
take on Victorian society.

Does The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde include his novel
'The Picture of Dorian Gray'?
Yes, 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' is included and is considered one of Wilde's most significant literary
contributions.

Are Wilde's fairy tales part of The Complete Works of Oscar
Wilde?
Yes, his collection of fairy tales such as 'The Happy Prince and Other Tales' are included, highlighting
his imaginative storytelling.

What themes are commonly explored in Oscar Wilde's
complete works?
Common themes include aestheticism, social criticism, love, beauty, and the duplicity of society.

Is the poetry of Oscar Wilde included in The Complete Works?
Yes, Wilde's poetry, including famous poems like 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol', is part of the complete
collection.



How has The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde influenced
modern literature?
Wilde's sharp wit, social commentary, and unique style have inspired countless writers and continue
to be studied for their literary and cultural significance.

Where can one access The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde?
The complete works are available in print editions, digital eBooks, and online literary archives, many
of which offer free public access.

Are there annotated editions of The Complete Works of Oscar
Wilde?
Yes, several annotated editions provide historical context, explanations, and critical analysis to
enhance understanding of Wilde's works.

Additional Resources
1. The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde
This comprehensive volume brings together all of Oscar Wilde’s writings, including his plays, poems,
essays, and the full text of his only novel, "The Picture of Dorian Gray." It offers readers a thorough
exploration of Wilde’s wit, style, and literary genius. The collection is ideal for both new readers and
long-time fans who want to experience Wilde’s work in its entirety.

2. Oscar Wilde: The Critical Heritage
This book compiles contemporary and modern critiques of Wilde’s work, providing insight into how his
writings were received during his lifetime and how perceptions have evolved. It includes reviews,
essays, and commentary that highlight Wilde’s impact on literature and culture. Readers can gain a
deeper understanding of Wilde’s place in literary history through varied critical perspectives.

3. The Wilde Reader: Selected Works of Oscar Wilde
Featuring a curated selection of Wilde’s most notable pieces, this reader focuses on his best-known
plays, essays, and short stories. It is designed for those who want to appreciate Wilde’s sharp wit and
social commentary without delving into his complete works. The book also includes an introduction
that contextualizes Wilde’s life and artistic contributions.

4. Oscar Wilde: A Life in Letters
This collection of Wilde’s personal correspondence offers a unique glimpse into the author’s private
thoughts, relationships, and creative process. Letters to friends, family, and contemporaries reveal
the man behind the literary persona. The book enriches the understanding of Wilde’s character and
the historical context surrounding his works.

5. The Picture of Dorian Gray and Other Stories
This edition gathers Wilde’s only novel along with a selection of his most famous short stories and
fairy tales. It highlights Wilde’s mastery of storytelling and his exploration of themes like beauty,
morality, and duplicity. Perfect for readers interested in Wilde’s narrative fiction rather than his
dramatic works.



6. Oscar Wilde: The Complete Plays
This volume collects all of Wilde’s plays, including classics like "The Importance of Being Earnest," "An
Ideal Husband," and "Lady Windermere’s Fan." It showcases Wilde’s remarkable talent for comedy,
social satire, and sharp dialogue. The plays remain some of the most performed works in English
theatre.

7. The Wit and Wisdom of Oscar Wilde
A compilation of Wilde’s most famous quotes, epigrams, and aphorisms, this book celebrates his
unparalleled wit and humor. It is an accessible and entertaining way to engage with Wilde’s
philosophy and sharp social observations. Ideal for readers looking for inspiration or a quick taste of
Wilde’s style.

8. Oscar Wilde and the Aesthetic Movement
This scholarly work explores Wilde’s role in the Aesthetic Movement and how his writings embodied
the principles of “art for art’s sake.” It examines the cultural and artistic context of Wilde’s time,
linking his works to broader trends in 19th-century art and literature. The book offers critical analysis
suited for students and enthusiasts of literary history.

9. The Trials of Oscar Wilde
Focusing on the legal battles that dramatically affected Wilde’s life and career, this book details the
trials, social implications, and aftermath of his imprisonment. It provides historical context and
examines how these events influenced Wilde’s writing and legacy. Readers gain insight into the
intersection of Wilde’s personal tragedy and public persona.
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