
the country bunny and the little gold shoes
the country bunny and the little gold shoes is a timeless children’s story that has captivated
readers for over a century. Originally written by DuBose Heyward and illustrated by Marjorie Flack,
this charming tale combines themes of courage, determination, and kindness. It follows the
adventures of a humble country bunny named Cottontail who dreams of becoming one of the Easter
bunnies in the big city. The narrative is rich with symbolism and moral lessons, making it an
enduring classic in American children’s literature. This article explores the story’s background, plot,
characters, themes, and its lasting impact on readers and culture alike. Additionally, the significance
of the title’s iconic little gold shoes will be examined in detail. The following sections will provide an
in-depth look at all these aspects.
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Background and Publication History

Author and Illustrator
The country bunny and the little gold shoes was written by DuBose Heyward, an American author
best known for his novel Porgy, which later inspired the opera Porgy and Bess. The story was first
published in 1922, during a period when children’s literature was evolving to include more
imaginative and morally instructive tales. Marjorie Flack, the illustrator, contributed charming and
detailed artwork that complemented the narrative perfectly, helping to bring the characters and
settings to life.

Historical Context
The early 20th century was a time when stories featuring anthropomorphic animals were popular in
children’s books. The country bunny and the little gold shoes fits within this tradition but stands out
because of its focus on female empowerment and self-reliance. The story also reflects the values of
hard work and perseverance, which were highly regarded in American culture at that time.



Plot Summary

Introduction to Cottontail
The story centers on Cottontail, a country bunny with a big dream. She lives a simple life in the
countryside, raising her children and helping her community. Despite her humble background,
Cottontail aspires to become one of the official Easter bunnies who deliver eggs and joy to children
in the city.

Journey to the City
Determined to prove herself, Cottontail embarks on a journey to the big city to compete for the
prestigious position of an Easter bunny. Along the way, she faces various challenges that test her
intelligence, kindness, and courage. The story highlights her cleverness and resourcefulness as she
overcomes obstacles.

Competition and Triumph
Upon arrival, Cottontail competes alongside other bunnies, including a sophisticated city bunny who
initially underestimates her. Through perseverance and a humble heart, Cottontail wins the
competition and earns the right to wear the little gold shoes, symbolizing her new role and
achievements.

Main Characters

Cottontail
Cottontail is the protagonist and a symbol of determination and kindness. She embodies the ideal of
working hard to achieve one's goals, regardless of background or status. Her character teaches
valuable lessons about humility, courage, and the importance of family.

The City Bunny
The city bunny represents the established elite who initially doubt Cottontail’s abilities. This
character serves as a foil to Cottontail, highlighting the contrast between urban sophistication and
rural simplicity. The city bunny’s eventual respect for Cottontail underscores the story’s message
about judging others based on merit rather than appearances.



Cottontail’s Children
The children in the story emphasize the family values central to the narrative. Their presence
motivates Cottontail’s ambitions and reminds readers of the importance of balancing work and home
life.

Themes and Symbolism

Empowerment and Self-Reliance
The country bunny and the little gold shoes is notable for its progressive portrayal of a female
protagonist who achieves success through her own efforts. The story encourages empowerment and
self-reliance, particularly for young girls, making it a pioneering work in this regard.

Kindness and Humility
Throughout the story, Cottontail’s kindness and humility set her apart from other characters. These
traits are portrayed as strengths that contribute to her success, reinforcing the moral that good
character is as important as talent or intelligence.

Symbolism of the Little Gold Shoes
The little gold shoes symbolize achievement, honor, and new beginnings. They represent Cottontail’s
transition from a simple country life to a more prominent and respected role. The shoes are a
tangible emblem of the rewards that come from perseverance and virtue.

Literary and Cultural Impact

Influence on Children’s Literature
The country bunny and the little gold shoes has influenced generations of writers and readers. Its
themes of empowerment and perseverance resonate widely, and the story continues to be included
in children’s literature curricula and collections. It set a precedent for stories that feature strong
female protagonists and moral lessons delivered through engaging narratives.

Adaptations and Legacy
Over the years, the story has been adapted into various formats, including stage plays and animated
versions. Its enduring popularity is a testament to its universal appeal and the timeless nature of its
messages. The character of Cottontail remains a beloved figure in American culture.



The Significance of the Little Gold Shoes

Symbolic Meaning
The little gold shoes are more than just a costume piece; they carry deep symbolic meaning. Gold
traditionally represents value, excellence, and purity. In the story, these shoes mark Cottontail’s
acceptance among the elite Easter bunnies and signify her accomplishment and newfound
responsibilities.

Representation of Achievement
Wearing the little gold shoes is the culmination of Cottontail’s journey. They represent the tangible
reward of hard work and determination. The shoes serve as an inspiration to readers, symbolizing
that success is attainable through perseverance, regardless of one’s origins.

Cultural Iconography
In the context of the story and beyond, the little gold shoes have become an icon associated with
Easter traditions and children’s literature. They evoke imagery of magic, celebration, and the joy of
giving, reinforcing the story’s place in holiday folklore and cultural memory.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Country Bunny and the Little
Gold Shoes'?
The main theme of 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes' is empowerment and breaking
gender roles, showcasing how a humble country bunny overcomes challenges to become one of the
Easter Bunnies.



Who is the author of 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold
Shoes'?
The author of 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes' is DuBose Heyward.

What lessons does 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold
Shoes' teach children?
The story teaches children about determination, self-confidence, hard work, and the importance of
believing in oneself regardless of background or gender.

Why is 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes'
considered a classic children's book?
'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes' is considered a classic because of its timeless
message of empowerment, charming illustrations, and its role in challenging traditional gender
stereotypes in children's literature.

How does the protagonist in 'The Country Bunny and the Little
Gold Shoes' challenge societal expectations?
The protagonist, a country bunny named Cottontail, challenges societal expectations by proving she
can be a capable and kind Easter Bunny despite being a mother of many children and coming from
humble origins.

What role do the little gold shoes play in the story?
The little gold shoes symbolize Cottontail's courage, determination, and unique identity as she
embarks on her journey to become an Easter Bunny.

Has 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes' been
adapted into other media?
Yes, 'The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes' has inspired various adaptations including stage
plays, animated versions, and has influenced other children's books focusing on empowerment and
diversity.

Additional Resources
1. The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes by DuBose Heyward
This classic children’s book tells the story of a mother bunny named Cottontail who dreams of
becoming one of the Easter bunnies. Despite facing challenges and skepticism, she proves that she
is capable, balancing her family responsibilities with her ambitions. The story emphasizes themes of
determination, courage, and breaking gender stereotypes.

2. Owl at Home by Arnold Lobel



While not directly related to bunnies, this charming collection of stories features Owl, a kind and
thoughtful character living in the countryside. The gentle humor and simple wisdom make it a
delightful read for children who enjoyed the warm, pastoral setting of The Country Bunny.

3. Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney
This beautifully illustrated book follows Miss Rumphius as she strives to make the world more
beautiful by planting lupines. Like The Country Bunny, it celebrates the idea of making a positive
impact on the world and encourages young readers to find their own way to contribute.

4. Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder
Set in the rural countryside, this classic memoir-style book provides a glimpse into pioneer life. It
shares the themes of family, hard work, and living close to nature, resonating with readers who
appreciate the rural setting and wholesome values found in The Country Bunny.

5. Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel
This series of simple, heartwarming tales about friendship between Frog and Toad captures the
gentle and caring tone similar to The Country Bunny. It highlights the value of friendship, kindness,
and everyday adventures.

6. Brambly Hedge: Spring Story by Jill Barklem
This beautifully illustrated book is set in a cozy countryside village inhabited by mice. The detailed
and charming depiction of rural life, community, and the changing seasons will appeal to readers
who enjoyed the pastoral and family-centered themes of The Country Bunny.

7. Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey
A classic story about a little girl and a bear cub both picking blueberries in the countryside. The
book captures the simplicity and beauty of rural life and the loving relationship between mother and
child, themes that align closely with The Country Bunny.

8. Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
This timeless tale of the mischievous Peter Rabbit in Mr. McGregor’s garden is a staple for children
who love animal characters in natural settings. The story combines adventure with gentle lessons
about caution and respect for nature, complementing the themes in The Country Bunny.

9. The Tale of Benjamin Bunny by Beatrix Potter
A sequel to Peter Rabbit, this story follows Benjamin Bunny on his own adventures. It reinforces
themes of bravery, family, and kindness, making it a wonderful companion read for fans of The
Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes.
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