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the data 2000 law allows for the prescription of controlled substances through specific regulatory
frameworks aimed at ensuring safety, efficacy, and accessibility in medical treatment. Enacted as part of the
Controlled Substances Act, the Data 2000 law primarily addresses the prescription and dispensing of
medications containing controlled substances, particularly focusing on opioids and narcotics for pain
management and addiction treatment. This legislation has significantly influenced how healthcare
providers prescribe medications, balancing the need to control substance abuse while facilitating appropriate
medical use. Understanding the provisions of the Data 2000 law is essential for medical professionals,
pharmacists, and policymakers. This article explores the scope of the Data 2000 law, the types of
prescriptions it governs, regulatory requirements, and the impact on healthcare practices. The discussion
will also cover the legal responsibilities of prescribers and the role of monitoring programs under this law.
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Overview of the Data 2000 Law
The Data 2000 law, also known as the Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000, was established to regulate
the prescription of certain controlled substances primarily used in the treatment of opioid addiction. This
law allows qualified physicians to prescribe and dispense medications like buprenorphine for opioid
dependency outside of traditional opioid treatment programs. It was designed to expand access to treatment
for opioid use disorder by integrating medication-assisted treatment into primary care settings. The law sets
forth specific criteria and certification processes for healthcare providers wishing to prescribe these
medications, ensuring controlled but accessible treatment options. This regulatory framework has been
influential in addressing the opioid epidemic by facilitating safer prescribing practices and improving
treatment availability.



Medications Covered Under the Data 2000 Law
The Data 2000 law allows for the prescription of specific controlled substances that are recognized as
effective in opioid addiction treatment. Primarily, it covers medications that contain buprenorphine, a
partial opioid agonist that helps reduce withdrawal symptoms and cravings without producing the same
high as full opioids. These medications include:

Buprenorphine (Subutex)

Buprenorphine/naloxone combination (Suboxone)

Other formulations approved by the FDA for opioid dependence treatment

It is important to note that the Data 2000 law does not broadly apply to all controlled substances but is
specifically focused on expanding access to opioid addiction treatment medications. The law ensures these
medications can be prescribed in office-based settings, unlike methadone, which requires specialized clinics.

Prescribing Requirements and Regulations
The Data 2000 law outlines specific requirements that healthcare providers must meet to prescribe these
medications legally. Physicians must obtain a waiver from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) after completing an approved training program. The waiver allows the
prescriber to treat a limited number of patients with buprenorphine-based medications initially, with
potential increases over time based on experience and compliance.

Certification and Training
To comply with the Data 2000 law, providers must complete an 8-hour training course covering addiction
treatment principles, medication protocols, and regulatory requirements. This education ensures that
prescribers understand the complexities of opioid use disorder and the appropriate use of buprenorphine.

Patient Limits and Reporting
Initially, prescribers may treat up to 30 patients simultaneously. After one year, providers can apply to
increase this limit to 100 patients and, in some cases, up to 275 patients with additional qualifications. The
law also requires prescribers to maintain accurate records and report patient information to regulatory
bodies to ensure compliance and safety.



Role of Healthcare Providers and Prescribers
Healthcare providers play a critical role under the Data 2000 law by responsibly prescribing controlled
substances for addiction treatment while monitoring patient progress and preventing misuse. Physicians,
nurse practitioners, and physician assistants who meet regulatory criteria can obtain waivers to prescribe
buprenorphine. Their responsibilities include:

Conducting thorough patient assessments to confirm opioid dependence

Developing individualized treatment plans integrating medication with counseling

Monitoring for signs of diversion or misuse

Coordinating care with behavioral health professionals

Reporting to prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs) as required

By following these protocols, prescribers help ensure that controlled substances are used safely and
effectively within the scope of addiction treatment.

Impact on Addiction Treatment and Pain Management
The Data 2000 law has had a profound impact on expanding treatment options for patients with opioid use
disorder. By allowing office-based prescribing of buprenorphine, the law has reduced barriers to accessing
medication-assisted treatment (MAT), which is recognized as an evidence-based approach to managing
addiction. This shift has improved patient outcomes by:

Increasing the number of healthcare settings offering addiction treatment1.

Reducing stigma associated with specialized opioid treatment programs2.

Facilitating earlier intervention and continuity of care3.

Supporting long-term recovery through integrated medical and behavioral health services4.

While the Data 2000 law primarily addresses opioid addiction treatment, it indirectly influences pain
management practices by promoting safer prescribing habits and encouraging the use of alternative
therapies when appropriate.



Monitoring and Compliance under the Data 2000 Law
Compliance with the Data 2000 law involves adherence to federal and state regulations designed to prevent
diversion and misuse of controlled substances. Monitoring mechanisms include:

Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs (PDMPs) that track prescriptions and identify potential
abuse

Regular audits and inspections of prescribers and pharmacies

Mandatory reporting of adverse events and non-compliance

Enforcement actions by regulatory agencies for violations

These measures ensure that the prescription of controlled substances under the Data 2000 law remains
within legal and ethical boundaries, safeguarding public health while providing necessary treatment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Data 2000 law?
The Data 2000 law, officially known as the Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000, allows qualified
physicians to prescribe FDA-approved medications for opioid addiction treatment outside of traditional
opioid treatment programs.

Which medications can be prescribed under the Data 2000 law?
Under the Data 2000 law, qualified physicians can prescribe medications such as buprenorphine and
buprenorphine-naloxone for the treatment of opioid use disorder.

Who is eligible to prescribe medications under the Data 2000 law?
Physicians who meet specific training requirements and obtain a waiver from the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) are eligible to prescribe medications under the Data
2000 law.

Does the Data 2000 law apply to all healthcare providers?
No, the Data 2000 law specifically applies to physicians, and more recently, qualified nurse practitioners and
physician assistants who have completed required training and obtained necessary waivers.



What is the main purpose of the Data 2000 law?
The main purpose of the Data 2000 law is to expand access to treatment for opioid addiction by allowing
qualified healthcare providers to prescribe FDA-approved medications in office-based settings.

Are there patient limits for prescribing under the Data 2000 law?
Yes, initially, physicians can treat up to 30 patients with buprenorphine under the Data 2000 waiver, with
the possibility to apply to treat up to 100 or 275 patients after meeting additional criteria.

How has the Data 2000 law impacted opioid addiction treatment?
The Data 2000 law has significantly increased access to medication-assisted treatment for opioid use disorder,
helping to reduce overdose deaths and improve recovery outcomes by allowing treatment in more
healthcare settings.

Additional Resources
1. The DATA 2000 Law and Its Impact on Substance Abuse Treatment
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000 (DATA 2000),
explaining how it transformed the prescribing of controlled substances for opioid addiction treatment. It
covers the legal framework, the role of waivered physicians, and the expansion of treatment access through
office-based opioid therapy. The book also discusses challenges and policy implications associated with
DATA 2000.

2. Prescribing Buprenorphine: A Guide Under DATA 2000
Focused specifically on buprenorphine, this guide offers practical advice for healthcare providers on
prescribing this medication under the DATA 2000 guidelines. It includes clinical protocols, patient
eligibility criteria, and best practices for managing opioid use disorder. The book also addresses regulatory
compliance and patient monitoring to ensure safe and effective treatment.

3. Opioid Addiction Treatment in the Era of DATA 2000
This text explores the shift in opioid addiction treatment following the enactment of DATA 2000,
highlighting the move from specialized clinics to office-based care. It examines the benefits and limitations
of this transition, patient outcomes, and the role of interdisciplinary care teams. The book also reviews
policy changes and their impact on treatment accessibility.

4. Legal and Ethical Considerations in DATA 2000 Prescribing
Focusing on the legal and ethical aspects, this book analyzes the responsibilities of prescribers under DATA
2000. Topics include confidentiality, informed consent, regulatory compliance, and the handling of potential
misuse or diversion. The book serves as a resource for clinicians to navigate the complexities of opioid
addiction treatment within legal boundaries.



5. DATA 2000 and the Opioid Crisis: Policy, Practice, and Progress
This volume examines how DATA 2000 has influenced the broader opioid crisis response in the United
States. It discusses policy developments, public health outcomes, and the integration of medication-assisted
treatment into mainstream healthcare. The book also considers future directions and improvements in
prescribing practices.

6. Training Providers for DATA 2000 Waivers: A Practical Manual
Designed for educators and trainers, this manual outlines the process of preparing healthcare providers to
obtain DATA 2000 waivers. It includes curriculum development, training modules, and assessment tools to
ensure competency in prescribing buprenorphine for opioid use disorder. The manual emphasizes the
importance of education in expanding access to treatment.

7. Clinical Challenges and Solutions in DATA 2000 Prescribing
This book addresses common clinical challenges faced by prescribers under DATA 2000, such as patient
adherence, co-occurring disorders, and managing side effects. It offers evidence-based strategies to
overcome these obstacles and improve treatment outcomes. Case studies and expert insights provide
practical guidance for clinicians.

8. DATA 2000 in Rural and Underserved Communities
Highlighting the unique challenges of implementing DATA 2000 in rural and underserved areas, this book
explores barriers to access and strategies to overcome them. It discusses telemedicine, community-based
programs, and policy initiatives aimed at expanding treatment reach. The book underscores the importance
of equitable healthcare delivery in opioid addiction treatment.

9. The Future of Opioid Prescribing Post-DATA 2000
Looking ahead, this book analyzes emerging trends, innovations, and potential reforms in opioid prescribing
following DATA 2000. Topics include new medications, digital health tools, and evolving regulatory
landscapes. The book offers a forward-looking perspective on improving opioid addiction treatment and
addressing ongoing public health challenges.
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