the devil and tom walker answer key

the devil and tom walker answer key serves as an essential resource for educators,
students, and literature enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of Washington
Irving's classic short story. This article provides a comprehensive and SEO-optimized
exploration of the story's key themes, characters, plot elements, and symbols, all
structured to facilitate effective study and analysis. By focusing on the devil and tom walker
answer key, readers can gain insights into the moral lessons, historical context, and
narrative techniques that define this iconic work. The discussion also covers common
guestions and answers that typically appear in academic settings, offering a valuable guide
for test preparation and classroom discussions. This guide aims to enhance comprehension
and appreciation of the story while maintaining a professional and authoritative tone.
Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents outlines the main sections covered
in the article.
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Understanding the Plot of The Devil and Tom
Walker

The plot of "The Devil and Tom Walker" revolves around a morally corrupt protagonist, Tom
Walker, who makes a Faustian bargain with the devil, known as Old Scratch. The story, set
in early colonial America, explores Tom's greed and eventual downfall. Understanding the
sequence of events is crucial for grasping the story’s moral and thematic depth.

Summary of Key Plot Points

The narrative begins with Tom Walker and his wife, both depicted as miserly and
unpleasant characters. When Tom encounters the devil in the swamp, he agrees to sell his
soul in exchange for wealth. The story follows Tom’s rise as a moneylender, exploiting
others for financial gain. Despite several opportunities to repent, Tom remains unrepentant
until his sudden and terrifying end. This plot encapsulates the dangers of greed and moral
corruption.



Plot Structure and Narrative Techniques

Washington Irving employs a straightforward chronological structure, enhancing the story’s
clarity and impact. The use of dark humor and irony underscores the hypocrisy and folly of
the characters. Additionally, Irving’s vivid descriptions of the swamp and the devil create an
eerie atmosphere that supports the story’s cautionary tone.

Character Analysis in The Devil and Tom Walker

Character analysis is a vital aspect of the devil and tom walker answer key, offering insights
into the motivations and traits of the main figures. The characters embody moral lessons
and societal critiques that are central to the story’s message.

Tom Walker

Tom is portrayed as a greedy, selfish, and morally bankrupt individual. His willingness to
bargain with the devil highlights his prioritization of wealth over integrity. Tom’s eventual
fate serves as a warning against avarice and ethical compromise. His character
development is minimal, emphasizing his static nature and ultimate doom.

Tom’s Wife

Tom'’s wife is equally greedy and contentious, often acting as an antagonist within the
narrative. Her fate, presumably taken by the devil during her own attempt to make a deal,
reflects the destructive nature of greed. Her characterization reinforces the story’s theme
of moral decay within personal relationships.

The Devil (Old Scratch)

The devil, or Old Scratch, functions as both a literal and symbolic figure. He represents
temptation, evil, and the consequences of moral corruption. His interactions with Tom
Walker emphasize the supernatural elements of the story while serving as a metaphor for
the destructive power of greed and sin.

Themes and Symbols Explained

The devil and tom walker answer key includes detailed explanations of the story’s central
themes and symbols, which are key to understanding its deeper meanings and moral
lessons.



Main Themes

e Greed and Corruption: The story critiques the destructive effects of avarice on the
individual and society.

e Moral Hypocrisy: Characters display outward religiosity but are inwardly corrupt,
illustrating the theme of duplicity.

e Consequences of Deals with Evil: The Faustian bargain symbolizes the high cost of
compromising one’s values for material gain.

e Supernatural Retribution: The presence of the devil and the story’s ending
highlight the inevitability of justice.

Significant Symbols

Symbols play a crucial role in conveying the story’s messages. The swamp, for example,
symbolizes danger and moral decay, serving as the setting for the devil’s appearance. The
treasure buried by Kidd the Pirate represents ill-gotten wealth, connecting greed to
historical lore. Tom’s house, described as dark and neglected, reflects his own moral
emptiness.

Common Questions and Answers

The devil and tom walker answer key often includes responses to frequently asked
questions that facilitate comprehension and analysis. These answers clarify plot details,
character motivations, and thematic interpretations.

What is the significance of the setting in the story?

The setting in a dark, swampy forest near Boston reinforces the story’s eerie and ominous
mood. It symbolizes the wild, untamed nature of greed and evil that lurks beneath the
surface of society.

Why does Tom Walker refuse to make a deal
immediately with the devil?

Tom initially hesitates to make a deal, partly out of fear and partly due to his contentious
relationship with his wife. His reluctance also reflects the story’s exploration of human
nature’s complexity and the internal struggle between morality and greed.



What lesson does the story teach about wealth and
morality?

The story warns that the pursuit of wealth at the expense of one’s morals leads to ruin. It
emphasizes that material gain obtained through unethical means results in spiritual and
physical destruction.

How does Washington Irving use irony in the story?

Irving uses irony to highlight the hypocrisy of the characters, especially Tom, who becomes
a corrupt moneylender despite pretending to be pious. The story’s ending, where Tom is
claimed by the devil despite his attempts to cheat death through religion, also exemplifies
situational irony.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural context enriches the comprehension of the devil
and tom walker answer key by situating the story within its time period and societal
influences.

Early 19th Century America

Written in 1824, the story reflects early American attitudes toward capitalism, religion, and
morality. The economic expansion and the rise of mercantile culture during this era
influenced Irving’s critique of greed and corruption.

Puritan Influence

The story’s moral framework is deeply rooted in Puritan beliefs, emphasizing sin,
repentance, and divine justice. The depiction of Tom’s hypocritical religious behavior
critiques the rigid and sometimes superficial religiosity of the time.

Folklore and Legend

The devil and tom walker answer key often references the incorporation of folklore
elements, such as the Faust legend and the tales surrounding Captain Kidd’s treasure.
These cultural references lend the story a timeless quality and connect it to broader literary
traditions.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the main character in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker'?

The main character is Tom Walker, a miserly and greedy man who makes a deal with the
devil.

What deal does Tom Walker make with the devil in the
story?

Tom Walker agrees to sell his soul to the devil in exchange for wealth and financial success.

What role does Tom Walker's wife play in the story?

Tom Walker's wife is portrayed as equally greedy and quarrelsome; she tries to make the
deal with the devil herself but mysteriously disappears.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Devil and
Tom Walker'?

The story is set in a gloomy, swampy area near Boston, which symbolizes moral decay and
foreshadows the dark themes of greed and corruption.

How does Tom Walker's character change throughout
the story?

Tom starts as a greedy man, becomes a usurer to gain wealth, but ultimately tries to repent
before his death; however, he cannot escape the deuvil.

What is the moral lesson of 'The Devil and Tom Walker'?

The story warns against greed, moral corruption, and making deals that compromise one's
soul or integrity.

Who is the 'devil' or 'Old Scratch' in the story?

The devil, also called Old Scratch, is a supernatural figure who tempts Tom Walker and
represents evil and temptation.

How does the story ‘'The Devil and Tom Walker' end?

Tom Walker is eventually taken away by the devil as punishment for his greed, and his
wealth disappears mysteriously.

What literary genre does 'The Devil and Tom Walker’



belong to?

‘The Devil and Tom Walker' is a dark romantic short story with elements of folklore and
moral allegory.

Who wrote 'The Devil and Tom Walker' and when was it
published?

Washington Irving wrote 'The Devil and Tom Walker,' and it was first published in 1824.

Additional Resources

1. The Devil and Tom Walker: A Study Guide and Answer Key

This comprehensive guide offers detailed summaries, analysis, and answer keys for
guestions related to Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker.” It is designed for
students and educators to deepen understanding of the story’s themes, characters, and
moral lessons. The guide also includes discussion questions and essay prompts to
encourage critical thinking.

2. Exploring Faustian Bargains: The Devil and Tom Walker in Literature

This book examines the motif of Faustian bargains in classic literature, focusing on “The
Devil and Tom Walker.” It explores how Irving’s story fits into the broader tradition of deals
with the devil, analyzing the moral and cultural implications. Readers will gain insight into
the symbolic use of the devil in storytelling.

3. Washington Irving’s Short Stories: Context and Criticism

A critical anthology that situates “The Devil and Tom Walker” within Washington Irving’s
body of work and the early American literary canon. The book provides historical context,
literary criticism, and thematic analysis to help readers appreciate Irving’s influence. It also
includes comparative studies with other authors of the period.

4. The Devil in American Folklore and Literature

This text explores the representation of the devil in American folklore and literature,
including a focused chapter on “The Devil and Tom Walker.” It discusses how the devil
serves as a symbol of temptation and moral testing in various cultural narratives. The book
is useful for understanding the story’s place in American myth-making.

5. Character Analysis in “The Devil and Tom Walker”

A detailed exploration of the characters in “The Devil and Tom Walker,” emphasizing their
motivations, symbolism, and development. The book provides insights into Tom Walker’s
moral decline and the devil’s role as both antagonist and catalyst. It is ideal for students
seeking to analyze character dynamics in literature.

6. Morality and Greed: Themes in “The Devil and Tom Walker”

This book investigates the central themes of morality, greed, and corruption in “The Devil
and Tom Walker.” It discusses how these themes reflect broader societal concerns during
Irving’s time and their relevance today. Readers will find thematic essays and discussion
guestions to facilitate deeper engagement with the text.



7. Teaching “The Devil and Tom Walker”: Lesson Plans and Answer Keys

Designed for educators, this resource provides ready-to-use lesson plans, quizzes, and
answer keys for teaching “The Devil and Tom Walker.” It includes activities that promote
student interaction and comprehension, along with strategies for addressing complex
themes. The book supports effective classroom instruction.

8. Symbolism and Allegory in Washington Irving’s Works

Focusing on symbolism and allegory, this book examines how Irving uses these literary
devices in “The Devil and Tom Walker” and other stories. It explains the significance of
symbols like the swamp, the devil, and the treasure, helping readers decode hidden
meanings. The analysis enriches understanding of Irving’s storytelling techniques.

9. The Faust Legend in American Literature

This scholarly work traces the influence of the Faust legend in American literature,
highlighting “The Devil and Tom Walker” as a key example. It explores how American
authors adapted the European legend to reflect local values and concerns. The book
provides critical perspectives on the evolving nature of the Faustian bargain motif.
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