
the diamond as big as the ritz
the diamond as big as the ritz is a captivating novella written by F. Scott
Fitzgerald that explores themes of wealth, illusion, and human nature. This
literary work, published in 1922, is renowned for its vivid descriptions and
its critique of the American aristocracy during the Jazz Age. The story
revolves around an immense diamond hidden on a secluded estate, symbolizing
untold riches and the moral complexities that come with such extravagance.
This article examines the plot, characters, themes, and historical context of
the diamond as big as the ritz, providing a comprehensive understanding of
its significance in American literature. Additionally, it delves into
Fitzgerald’s stylistic choices and the novella’s lasting impact on readers
and critics alike. The following sections will guide readers through an in-
depth exploration of this classic work.
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Plot Summary
The diamond as big as the ritz centers around John T. Unger, a young man from
a wealthy family in the Midwest, who attends an exclusive boarding school.
During his summer vacation, John is invited to the home of Percy Washington,
a mysterious and affluent classmate. John soon discovers that Percy’s family
estate is located on a mountain made entirely of a gigantic diamond—literally
the diamond as big as the Ritz Hotel in New York City. The Washington family
has amassed unimaginable wealth by keeping this secret, but their fortune is
also protected by extreme measures, including deadly traps and ruthless
tactics against outsiders. The narrative follows John’s experiences and moral
dilemmas as he navigates this world of opulence and danger.

Key Plot Points

John’s arrival at the Washington estate and initial awe at its grandeur



The revelation of the enormous diamond concealed within the mountain

The Washington family’s efforts to maintain secrecy through violence and
intimidation

John’s internal conflict between fascination with wealth and ethical
concerns

The climactic confrontation that leads to the destruction of the estate

Main Characters
The novella’s central characters embody various aspects of wealth, power, and
morality. Their development and interactions are crucial to the narrative’s
impact and thematic depth.

John T. Unger
John is the protagonist whose perspective guides the reader through the
story. Portrayed as curious and idealistic, John is initially mesmerized by
the Washington estate but gradually becomes aware of the darker realities
behind the family’s fortune.

Percy Washington
Percy is John’s wealthy classmate and heir to the diamond mountain. He is
characterized by arrogance and entitlement, reflecting the corrupting
influence of immense wealth and privilege. Percy’s role highlights the moral
decay hidden beneath the surface of extravagance.

Washington Family
The Washington family members are fiercely protective of their secret and
willing to go to extreme lengths to safeguard their wealth. They symbolize
the extremes of greed and the lengths people will go to preserve power and
status.

Themes and Symbolism
The diamond as big as the ritz is rich with themes and symbolism that
critique early 20th-century American society and explore universal human
concerns.



Wealth and Materialism
The novella scrutinizes the obsession with wealth and the moral compromises
it entails. The enormous diamond represents the ultimate material possession,
yet it also embodies isolation and corruption.

Illusion versus Reality
The story contrasts the glamorous facade of the Washington estate with the
brutal reality of violence and oppression used to maintain it. This theme
underscores the deceptive nature of appearances and social status.

Power and Corruption
The Washington family’s control over their diamond mountain illustrates how
unchecked power fosters cruelty and moral decay. Their ruthless defense of
their secret wealth serves as a metaphor for broader societal injustices.

Symbolism of the Diamond
The diamond itself symbolizes not only immense wealth but also the burden of
secrecy and the destructive potential of greed. Its size and value are both
awe-inspiring and oppressive, reflecting dual aspects of human desire.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural background of the diamond as big as
the ritz enhances appreciation of its themes and message. The novella was
written during the Roaring Twenties, a period marked by economic prosperity
and social change in the United States.

The Jazz Age
The story captures the extravagance and moral ambiguity of the Jazz Age, a
time when new wealth and social mobility challenged traditional values.
Fitzgerald’s portrayal of excess and decadence mirrors the era’s cultural
atmosphere.

American Aristocracy
The novella critiques the concept of inherited wealth and the emerging
American aristocracy. The Washington family’s secret fortune symbolizes the
hidden inequalities and social divides beneath the surface of American



society.

Post-World War I Sentiments
Written shortly after World War I, the novella reflects the disillusionment
and questioning of traditional ideals common among the Lost Generation. It
exposes the hollowness of material success without moral grounding.

Fitzgerald’s Writing Style
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s distinctive writing style is a key element in the
effectiveness of the diamond as big as the ritz. His prose combines lyrical
beauty with incisive social commentary.

Descriptive Imagery
Fitzgerald employs vivid and opulent descriptions to evoke the sumptuousness
of the Washington estate and the enormity of the diamond. This imagery
contrasts sharply with the underlying darkness of the story, enhancing its
thematic tension.

Symbolic Language
The author uses symbolism extensively to deepen the narrative’s meaning.
Objects, settings, and character actions often carry metaphorical weight,
inviting readers to explore multiple layers of interpretation.

Narrative Tone
The tone balances enchantment with a critical edge, reflecting both
fascination with and skepticism of wealth and privilege. Fitzgerald’s subtle
irony underscores the moral complexities at play.

Legacy and Critical Reception
The diamond as big as the ritz has maintained a significant place in American
literature, celebrated for its imaginative scope and thematic richness. Its
reception over the years highlights its enduring relevance.



Influence on Literature
The novella has influenced numerous writers and has been studied for its
innovative blend of fantasy and social critique. Its exploration of themes
such as greed and illusion resonates across literary genres.

Critical Analysis
Critics have praised Fitzgerald’s ability to merge engaging storytelling with
profound commentary. The work is often analyzed for its portrayal of the
American Dream and the moral pitfalls of unrestrained ambition.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact
While not as widely adapted as some of Fitzgerald’s other works, the diamond
as big as the ritz has inspired stage productions, radio dramas, and
discussions in academic circles. Its imagery and themes continue to captivate
audiences.

Reasons for Enduring Popularity

Compelling narrative combining fantasy and realism1.

Timeless themes of wealth, power, and morality2.

Fitzgerald’s masterful prose style3.

Critical insights into American society4.

Symbolic richness inviting varied interpretations5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Diamond as Big as
the Ritz'?
The central theme of 'The Diamond as Big as the Ritz' is the corrupting
influence of wealth and the moral consequences of greed and secrecy.

Who is the author of 'The Diamond as Big as the



Ritz'?
The author is F. Scott Fitzgerald.

What is the setting of 'The Diamond as Big as the
Ritz'?
The story is set in the early 20th century, primarily at a secluded mansion
in Montana owned by a family hiding a massive diamond.

What genre does 'The Diamond as Big as the Ritz'
belong to?
The story is a blend of satire, fantasy, and social commentary.

How does the diamond symbolize the story's message?
The diamond symbolizes immense wealth that leads to isolation, moral decay,
and the extreme lengths people will go to protect their fortune.

What is the significance of the title 'The Diamond
as Big as the Ritz'?
The title highlights the extraordinary size of the diamond, comparing it to
the luxury associated with the Ritz hotel, symbolizing opulence and
extravagance.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald critique society in
'The Diamond as Big as the Ritz'?
Fitzgerald critiques the obsession with wealth and status, showcasing the
dangers of valuing materialism over humanity and ethics.

What role does secrecy play in the plot of the
story?
Secrecy is crucial as the family goes to great lengths to hide the diamond
and maintain their wealth, leading to suspense and conflict in the narrative.

Can 'The Diamond as Big as the Ritz' be interpreted
as a cautionary tale?
Yes, it serves as a cautionary tale about the destructive nature of greed and
the moral compromises made in the pursuit of wealth.



Additional Resources
1. The Diamond as Big as the Ritz by F. Scott Fitzgerald
This novella tells the story of John T. Unger, who visits a mysterious
mountain home owned by a family guarding a massive diamond the size of the
Ritz Hotel. The tale explores themes of wealth, secrecy, and the corrupting
influence of greed. Fitzgerald’s signature lyrical prose and satirical tone
highlight the absurd extremes of the American Dream.

2. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Another classic by Fitzgerald, this novel delves into the life of the
enigmatic Jay Gatsby, whose lavish parties and immense wealth mask a troubled
past. Like "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz," it examines the illusions of
wealth and the pursuit of happiness in the Jazz Age. The novel is celebrated
for its critique of American aristocracy and materialism.

3. Wealth by Preston B. Whitmore II
This contemporary novel explores the impact of sudden wealth on a family’s
dynamics and moral compass. It parallels themes found in "The Diamond as Big
as the Ritz," such as the dangers of greed and the social isolation that can
accompany great riches. The story offers a modern take on the consequences of
excessive wealth.

4. The Secret Diamond by Susanna Kearsley
In this historical fiction, a hidden diamond becomes the centerpiece of a
mystery that spans centuries. The narrative intertwines past and present,
revealing secrets that echo the idea of priceless treasures guarded at great
cost. It shares the motif of a mysterious, coveted gem central to the plot.

5. Rich Enough by Daphne Kalotay
This novel explores the lives of individuals connected by wealth and
inheritance, focusing on the personal and ethical challenges that come with
affluence. Themes of secrecy, family legacy, and the moral dilemmas of wealth
resonate with those in "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz." It provides a
nuanced look at the complexity of riches in contemporary society.

6. The Diamond Cutter by Geshe Michael Roach
A unique blend of business advice and spiritual teaching, this book uses the
metaphor of diamond cutting to discuss achieving success and clarity in life.
While not a fiction, it shares the symbolism of diamonds as representations
of value and transformation. It offers philosophical insights that complement
the themes of worth and desire.

7. Blood Diamond by Greg Campbell
This nonfiction book investigates the dark side of the diamond trade,
focusing on conflict diamonds and their impact on human lives. It provides a
stark contrast to the fantastical wealth depicted in Fitzgerald’s story,
grounding the discussion in real-world consequences. The book raises
awareness about the ethical issues surrounding diamonds.

8. The Man Who Loved Diamonds by Elizabeth Taylor



A compelling exploration of obsession and the allure of precious gems, this
novel delves into the psychology of a man whose life revolves around
diamonds. Themes of desire, possession, and the cost of obsession align
closely with the narrative of "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz." Taylor’s
character-driven storytelling adds depth to the symbolism of diamonds.

9. The Jewel of Medina by Sherry Jones
This historical novel, centered on Aisha, the wife of the Prophet Muhammad,
includes vivid descriptions of jewels and treasures, symbolizing power and
status. While different in setting, it touches upon how precious gems like
diamonds can represent more than just wealth, encompassing cultural and
personal significance. The book offers a rich tapestry of history and
symbolism.
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