
the diary of anne frank 1959
the diary of anne frank 1959 marks a significant moment in both theatrical history and Holocaust
remembrance. This year witnessed the premiere of the stage adaptation of Anne Frank’s poignant
diary, bringing her personal account of life in hiding during World War II to a wider audience
beyond the pages of her original manuscript. The 1959 production not only immortalized Anne’s
voice but also raised global awareness about the horrors of the Holocaust through the intimate lens
of a young girl’s experiences. This article explores the historical context, production background,
critical reception, and lasting impact of the 1959 adaptation, alongside its role in literary and
theatrical circles. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how the diary’s
transformation into a stage play in 1959 contributed to its enduring legacy.
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Historical Context of the 1959 Adaptation
The diary of anne frank 1959 adaptation emerged during a period when the world was still grappling
with the aftermath of World War II and the revelations of the Holocaust. Anne Frank’s original diary,
published in 1947, had already begun to touch the hearts of readers worldwide by providing a
deeply personal perspective on the atrocities faced by Jews under Nazi occupation. By 1959, there
was a growing cultural movement to memorialize the victims of the Holocaust and educate new
generations about its devastating consequences.

The adaptation into a stage play allowed the diary’s narrative to reach an even broader audience,
particularly those who might not have encountered the book. The year 1959 is significant as it
represents the point at which Anne Frank’s story transitioned from a literary work into a dramatic
experience, engaging audiences emotionally and intellectually in a live setting. This adaptation
contributed to a larger post-war dialogue on human rights, tolerance, and remembrance.

Post-War Cultural Climate
By the late 1950s, the global community was increasingly interested in confronting the Holocaust’s
legacy. Educational initiatives and memorials were being established, and the arts played a crucial
role in shaping public memory. The diary’s adaptation reflected this cultural moment, serving as a
poignant reminder of individual suffering amid historical tragedy.



The Diary’s Journey to the Stage
Anne Frank’s diary was initially published by her father, Otto Frank, the sole survivor of the family.
Its transition to the stage involved careful adaptation to preserve the diary’s intimate and authentic
voice. The 1959 play distilled the diary’s essence while dramatizing key moments of life in the Secret
Annex, where Anne and her family hid for two years.

Production and Creative Team
The diary of anne frank 1959 production was a collaborative effort involving notable figures in
theater who sought to honor Anne’s narrative with sensitivity and artistic integrity. The play was
adapted by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett, a writing duo renowned for their ability to
translate literary works into compelling stage dramas.

The creative team worked closely with Otto Frank, ensuring that the adaptation remained true to
Anne’s experiences and the overall spirit of hope and resilience expressed in her diary. The
production was directed by Garson Kanin, whose direction emphasized the emotional depth of the
characters and the confined, tense atmosphere of the Secret Annex.

Key Contributors

Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett – Adaptation and Screenplay

Garson Kanin – Director

Otto Frank – Consultant and Survivor

Cast – Included rising talents who portrayed the Frank family and their companions

Staging and Design Elements
The set design was meticulously crafted to replicate the cramped quarters of the Secret Annex,
enhancing the audience’s immersion into the characters’ confined existence. Lighting and sound
design contributed to the play’s tense and somber mood, highlighting moments of fear, hope, and
introspection.

Plot and Thematic Elements of the Play
The diary of anne frank 1959 adaptation closely follows the original diary’s structure, presenting a
chronological account of Anne’s life from June 1942 to August 1944 while in hiding. The play
captures the complexities of fear, adolescence, family dynamics, and the struggle to maintain hope
under dire circumstances.

The narrative centers on Anne’s evolving relationships with her family and the other inhabitants of



the Annex, as well as her reflections on humanity and the war. Themes of courage, innocence lost,
and the enduring power of hope permeate the production.

Main Plot Points

The Frank family’s move into the Secret Annex to evade Nazi persecution.1.

Daily life in hiding, including challenges with limited space and resources.2.

Anne’s personal growth as a writer and thinker despite adversity.3.

The increasing threat of discovery by the Nazis.4.

The eventual arrest and deportation of the Annex’s inhabitants.5.

Thematic Exploration
The play highlights several key themes:

Resilience: The characters’ ability to endure extreme hardship.

Hope and Despair: The tension between optimism and the harsh realities of war.

Identity and Growth: Anne’s development as a young woman and writer.

Humanity in Crisis: The moral questions raised by the Holocaust experience.

Critical Reception and Public Impact
Upon its debut in 1959, the diary of anne frank adaptation was met with critical acclaim and
widespread public interest. Critics praised the play for its emotional depth, faithful representation of
Anne’s diary, and its powerful message of tolerance and human dignity. The production resonated
with audiences, many of whom found the portrayal of Anne’s voice both poignant and inspiring.

The play’s success contributed to a growing cultural awareness of the Holocaust and underscored
the importance of preserving personal narratives as historical testimony. It also helped to cement
Anne Frank’s diary as a seminal work in Holocaust literature and education.

Reviews and Awards
The play received numerous accolades for its writing, direction, and performances. Reviewers
highlighted the skillful adaptation by Goodrich and Hackett, which balanced historical accuracy with



dramatic storytelling. The production toured extensively, reaching a wide demographic and fostering
empathy and understanding worldwide.

Public Engagement and Educational Use
Following its success, the play became a staple in school curricula and community theater
repertoires. Its accessibility and emotional impact made it an effective tool for teaching about the
Holocaust, human rights, and the consequences of prejudice and hatred.

Legacy and Influence on Holocaust Education
The diary of anne frank 1959 adaptation has left an indelible mark on Holocaust remembrance and
education. By bringing Anne’s story to the stage, the production helped to humanize the experiences
of Holocaust victims and survivors, making their stories more tangible and relatable for audiences
around the world.

The play’s enduring popularity has ensured that Anne Frank’s voice continues to inspire
generations, fostering dialogue about tolerance, resilience, and the importance of standing against
injustice.

Impact on Theater and Literature
The success of the 1959 adaptation demonstrated the power of theater to convey historical
narratives with emotional immediacy and depth. It influenced subsequent adaptations and
interpretations of Holocaust literature in various media, encouraging creators to explore personal
histories within larger historical contexts.

Role in Contemporary Education
Today, the play remains a vital educational resource, used in schools and cultural institutions
worldwide. Its portrayal of Anne Frank’s life serves as a gateway for discussions about the
Holocaust, human rights, and the dangers of intolerance, promoting awareness and empathy among
young audiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Diary of Anne Frank 1959' about?
The Diary of Anne Frank 1959 is a film adaptation of the play based on Anne Frank's wartime diary,
depicting the life of a Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis during World War II.



Who directed 'The Diary of Anne Frank' film released in 1959?
The 1959 film 'The Diary of Anne Frank' was directed by George Stevens.

Which actors starred in the 1959 adaptation of 'The Diary of
Anne Frank'?
The 1959 film starred Millie Perkins as Anne Frank, Joseph Schildkraut as Otto Frank, and Shelley
Winters as Mrs. Van Daan.

How does the 1959 film differ from Anne Frank's original
diary?
The 1959 film adapts the diary into a screenplay, focusing on dramatic elements and some character
interactions, but it omits some parts of the diary and condenses events for cinematic purposes.

What awards did 'The Diary of Anne Frank' 1959 film receive?
The 1959 film received several Academy Awards, including Best Supporting Actress for Shelley
Winters and Best Cinematography.

Why is 'The Diary of Anne Frank' still relevant today?
Anne Frank's diary remains relevant as a powerful personal account of the horrors of the Holocaust,
promoting messages of hope, resilience, and the importance of tolerance and human rights.

Additional Resources
1. The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
This is the original diary written by Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding with her family during the Nazi
occupation of the Netherlands. The book offers a poignant and intimate glimpse into the fears,
hopes, and daily life of a young girl in hiding. It is a powerful testament to the human spirit amidst
the horrors of war.

2. Anne Frank Remembered by Miep Gies
Written by one of the people who helped hide Anne Frank and her family, this memoir provides a
firsthand account of the secret annex and the dangers faced by those in hiding. Miep Gies also
shares her reflections on Anne’s legacy and the importance of preserving her story for future
generations.

3. After the Diary of Anne Frank: Anne Frank’s Story Continues by Susan Goldman Rubin
This book explores what happened after Anne Frank’s diary ends, including the fate of her family
members and the impact of her diary on the world. It provides historical context and examines the
broader Holocaust experience through Anne’s story.

4. The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom
This memoir recounts the story of the ten Boom family, who hid Jews from the Nazis in the
Netherlands. Like Anne Frank’s diary, it offers insight into the risks taken by ordinary people to



resist oppression and protect innocent lives during World War II.

5. My Name Is Anne, She Said, Anne Frank by Jacqueline van Maarsen
Jacqueline van Maarsen was Anne Frank’s close friend before the war. This memoir reflects on their
friendship, Anne’s personality, and the impact of the Holocaust on their lives. It adds a personal
dimension to the story told in Anne’s diary.

6. The Children of Willesden Lane by Mona Golabek and Lee Cohen
This book tells the true story of a young Jewish pianist who escaped Nazi-occupied Vienna and found
refuge in London during World War II. Like Anne Frank’s diary, it highlights the resilience and
courage of Jewish children during the Holocaust.

7. Anne Frank's Tales from the Secret Annex by Anne Frank
This collection features short stories and fairy tales written by Anne Frank while she was in hiding.
It reveals her creative spirit and literary talent beyond her famous diary entries, showcasing her
hopes and imagination despite dire circumstances.

8. Hidden: A Child’s Story of the Holocaust by Loïc Dauvillier
This graphic novel tells the story of a young Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis during World War II.
The visual format brings a unique and accessible perspective to the experiences of children like
Anne Frank during the Holocaust.

9. Anne Frank and Me by Cherie Bennett and Jeff Gottesfeld
This novel follows a contemporary teenager who is assigned to read Anne Frank’s diary and
discovers parallels with her own life. It explores themes of identity, empathy, and the enduring
relevance of Anne’s story for new generations.
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