the discovery of india by jawaharlal
nehru

the discovery of india by jawaharlal nehru stands as one of the most
significant literary and historical works in modern Indian literature.
Written during Nehru'’s imprisonment from 1942 to 1946, this monumental book
offers a comprehensive exploration of India’s rich history, culture, and
philosophy. Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister, intended this
work to inspire a sense of national pride and unity among Indians during the
struggle for independence. The discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru not
only reflects his deep understanding of India’s past but also his vision for
the country’s future. This article delves into the background, content,
themes, and impact of the discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru,
highlighting its enduring relevance in Indian historiography and cultural
identity.
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Background and Context of the Discovery of
India

The discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru was penned during a period of
political turmoil and personal confinement. Nehru was imprisoned by British
colonial authorities during the Quit India Movement, a pivotal phase in
India’s struggle for independence. This period of solitude provided Nehru
with the opportunity to reflect deeply on India’s civilization, its long
history, and the factors that shaped its identity. The book emerged as an
intellectual journey that aimed to educate and awaken the Indian populace
about their country’s heritage and the reasons behind its colonial
subjugation.

Historical Setting of the Book

The early 1940s were marked by intense nationalist activities against British



rule, with leaders like Nehru playing crucial roles. The discovery of India
by Jawaharlal Nehru was written between 1942 and 1946 when Nehru was
incarcerated at Ahmednagar Fort. The book intended to contextualize India’s
past in a manner that would strengthen the resolve of Indians towards
achieving freedom. It was also a response to colonial narratives that often
undermined Indian civilization.

Jawaharlal Nehru’s Motivation and Approach

Nehru's motivation for writing the discovery of India was rooted in educating
both Indians and the world about the country’s vast historical and cultural
landscape. His approach combined scholarly research with a passionate
narrative style, blending historical facts with philosophical insights. The
book reflects Nehru’s vision of India as a diverse yet unified civilization
with a rich legacy of art, science, and spirituality.

Literary Structure and Content Overview

The discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru is structured as a detailed
chronicle that spans India’s ancient origins to the contemporary period of
British colonialism. The book is divided into multiple chapters, each
focusing on different epochs and aspects of Indian history and culture.
Nehru’s writing style is both accessible and profound, making complex
historical developments understandable to a broad audience.

Chronological Exploration of Indian History

The book traces the evolution of Indian civilization from prehistoric times
through the Indus Valley Civilization, Vedic Age, Mauryan and Gupta Empires,
medieval period, Mughal rule, and finally the British Raj. This chronological
approach allows readers to grasp the continuity and transformations within
Indian society over millennia.

Thematic Chapters and Cultural Insights

Beyond history, the discovery of India delves into cultural and philosophical
themes such as religion, art, literature, and social structures. Nehru
discusses the impact of various religions including Hinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism, and Islam on Indian culture. He also examines the contributions of
Indian thinkers, poets, and leaders to the subcontinent’s identity.

Major Themes Explored in the Discovery of India

Several prominent themes emerge throughout the discovery of India by



Jawaharlal Nehru, reflecting his comprehensive understanding of the country’s
multifaceted character. These themes highlight the complexity and resilience
of Indian civilization.

Unity in Diversity

Nehru emphasizes India’s characteristic unity amidst vast diversity. Despite
differences in language, religion, and customs, India’s shared cultural
heritage and values create a cohesive national identity. This theme is
central to Nehru's vision for a post-independence India that embraces
pluralism.

Colonial Impact and Nationalism

The discovery of India critically examines the effects of British colonialism
on India’s economy, society, and psyche. Nehru outlines how colonial policies
disrupted traditional systems and suppressed Indian aspirations.
Simultaneously, he highlights the rise of Indian nationalism as a response to
foreign domination.

Philosophy and Spirituality

Indian philosophy and spirituality receive extensive treatment in the book.
Nehru explores key philosophical traditions and their influence on Indian
thought and life. He presents these traditions as foundational to India’s
moral and ethical frameworks, contributing to its unique worldview.

Historical and Cultural Significance

The discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru holds immense historical and
cultural significance. It is regarded not only as a scholarly work but also
as a patriotic manifesto that helped shape modern Indian consciousness during
a critical juncture in the nation’s history.

Reclaiming Indian Identity

The book played a vital role in reclaiming Indian identity from colonial
narratives that often portrayed India as backward or fragmented. Nehru’s
portrayal of India’s achievements and contributions to world civilization
fostered pride and confidence among Indians.



Educational Influence

The discovery of India has been widely used as an educational resource in
academic institutions across India and beyond. Its comprehensive coverage and
engaging narrative make it a foundational text for understanding Indian
history and culture.

Impact and Legacy of the Discovery of India

The discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru continues to influence Indian
historiography and national discourse. Its legacy extends beyond literature
into the realms of politics, education, and cultural identity.

Inspiration for Future Generations

The book inspired generations of Indians by articulating a vision of India
rooted in historical awareness and progressive values. It encouraged a sense
of unity and purpose during the freedom struggle and beyond.

Contribution to Indian Nationalism

Nehru's work contributed significantly to the intellectual foundation of
Indian nationalism. By presenting India’s past in a dignified and coherent
manner, the discovery of India reinforced the legitimacy of the independence
movement.

Key Highlights of the Discovery of India by
Jawaharlal Nehru

Comprehensive historical narrative from ancient to modern India

Emphasis on cultural and philosophical richness

Critical analysis of colonial impact

Promotion of national unity and pride

e Written during Nehru’'s imprisonment, symbolizing resilience



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Discovery of India' by Jawaharlal
Nehru?

'The Discovery of India' is a book written by Jawaharlal Nehru during his
imprisonment in 1942-1946, which provides a comprehensive account of Indian
history, culture, and philosophy.

When was 'The Discovery of India' written and
published?

Jawaharlal Nehru wrote 'The Discovery of India' between 1942 and 1946 while
he was imprisoned, and it was first published in 1946.

What inspired Jawaharlal Nehru to write 'The
Discovery of India'?

Nehru was inspired to write 'The Discovery of India' during his imprisonment
to deepen his understanding of India's rich heritage and to share it with
fellow Indians and the world.

What are the main themes covered in 'The Discovery
of India'?

'The Discovery of India' covers themes such as Indian history, culture,
philosophy, art, religion, and the struggle for independence.

How has 'The Discovery of India' contributed to
Indian historiography?

The book offers a unique perspective combining historical facts with Nehru's
vision of India, thus enriching Indian historiography with a blend of
scholarship and personal insight.

Why is 'The Discovery of India' considered important
for understanding Indian identity?

It helps readers appreciate the diversity and unity of India, highlighting
the country's cultural and historical richness which shaped its national
identity.

Has 'The Discovery of India' influenced Indian



education and politics?

Yes, the book has been widely read in academic circles and among political
leaders, influencing Indian education and fostering a sense of pride and
unity among Indians.

Additional Resources

1. Discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru

This seminal work by Jawaharlal Nehru offers a comprehensive history of India
from ancient times to the period of British colonial rule. Written during his
imprisonment in 1942-1946, Nehru reflects on India’s rich cultural heritage,
diverse traditions, and the philosophical ideas that have shaped the nation.
The book also explores India’s struggle for independence and Nehru’s vision
for a modern, united India.

2. India: A History by John Keay

John Keay provides a detailed narrative of India’'s history, complementing the
themes explored in Nehru’s Discovery of India. This book covers the evolution
of Indian civilization, major empires, and the impact of colonialism,
offering readers a broader context to understand Nehru'’s reflections. It is a
valuable resource for those interested in the continuity and changes in
Indian society.

3. Jawaharlal Nehru: A Biography by Frank Moraes

This biography delves into the life and times of Jawaharlal Nehru, focusing

on his political career and intellectual contributions. It provides insight

into the circumstances under which Nehru wrote Discovery of India, revealing
his motivations and the historical context. The book highlights Nehru’s role
in shaping modern India’s identity.

4. The Wonder That Was India by A.L. Basham

A classic work that explores India’s ancient civilization, this book
complements Nehru’s Discovery of India by providing detailed cultural and
historical background. Basham’s scholarly approach offers readers a deep
understanding of India’s early traditions, arts, and philosophies. It serves
as an excellent companion for those seeking to explore the roots of Indian
culture.

5. India Unbound by Gurcharan Das

This book traces India’s economic history from independence to the
liberalization era, expanding on themes of progress and modernization that
Nehru introduced. Gurcharan Das discusses the challenges and opportunities
India faced in the post-independence period. It provides a contemporary
perspective on the aspirations Nehru expressed in Discovery of India.

6. The Argumentative Indian by Amartya Sen

Amartya Sen’'s collection of essays explores the intellectual and cultural
traditions that have shaped Indian society, echoing Nehru’s emphasis on
India’s diverse heritage. The book investigates India’s historical debates,



social reforms, and philosophical ideas. It is a thought-provoking read for
those interested in the continuing discourse on India’s identity.

7. Freedom at Midnight by Larry Collins and Dominique Lapierre

This gripping narrative details the final year of British rule in India and
the tumultuous events leading up to independence. While not directly related
to Discovery of India, it provides context for the political environment
Nehru was part of. The book offers vivid insights into the challenges that
defined the era Nehru writes about.

8. The Idea of India by Sunil Khilnani

This book examines the political and cultural ideas that have shaped modern
India, reflecting many themes from Nehru’'s Discovery of India. Khilnani
explores how India’s democracy, secularism, and pluralism evolved post-
independence. It is a valuable analysis of the nation’s ongoing journey
toward fulfilling Nehru’s vision.

9. Inglorious Empire: What the British Did to India by Shashi Tharoor
Tharoor'’s book critically assesses the impact of British colonialism on
India, a subject that Nehru addresses in Discovery of India with both
historical detail and emotional depth. The work challenges narratives that
downplay colonial exploitation and highlights the long-term consequences for
India. It provides a modern critique that complements Nehru’s historical
perspective.
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