
the divine liturgy of saint john chrysostom

the divine liturgy of saint john chrysostom is one of the most celebrated and widely used
liturgical services within the Eastern Orthodox Church and Eastern Catholic Churches of the
Byzantine Rite. This sacred liturgy, attributed to Saint John Chrysostom, a prominent Early Church
Father and Archbishop of Constantinople, holds profound theological significance and rich historical
tradition. It serves as the primary Eucharistic worship service, emphasizing the mystery of Christ’s
sacrifice and the unity of the faithful in communion. The Divine Liturgy blends solemn prayers,
hymns, scriptural readings, and sacramental rituals that have been preserved and cherished for
centuries. This article explores the origins, structure, theological themes, and liturgical elements of
the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, providing a comprehensive overview for both the
faithful and those interested in liturgical studies. The following sections outline the historical
background, the detailed order of service, and the spiritual and cultural impact of this venerable
liturgy.
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Historical Background of the Divine Liturgy of Saint
John Chrysostom

The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom originated in the late 4th century and is named after
Saint John Chrysostom, who served as Archbishop of Constantinople from 398 to 404 AD. Renowned
for his eloquence and theological insight, Saint John Chrysostom is traditionally credited with
composing this liturgy or significantly reforming existing liturgical practices of his time. The liturgy
reflects the theological and pastoral concerns of the early Byzantine Church, emphasizing the
centrality of the Eucharist and the role of the clergy and laity in worship.

Development and Attribution

While the precise authorship remains a subject of scholarly discussion, the Divine Liturgy of Saint
John Chrysostom became firmly established in the Eastern Church by the 5th century. It replaced
earlier liturgical forms and was favored for its balance of scriptural readings, prayers, and hymns.
The liturgy’s widespread adoption across the Byzantine Empire contributed to a unified worship



experience among diverse Christian communities.

Saint John Chrysostom’s Influence

Saint John Chrysostom’s theological contributions shaped the liturgy’s content, particularly its
emphasis on the incarnation, salvation, and the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. His homiletic
style is reflected in the liturgy’s poetic prayers and exhortations, inviting the faithful to active
participation and reflection on divine mysteries.

Structure and Order of the Divine Liturgy

The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom follows a well-defined structure that guides the worship
service from the opening prayers to the distribution of Holy Communion. This structure is divided
into several key parts, each with its own liturgical purpose and meaning. Understanding the order of
service provides insight into the flow and theological progression of the liturgy.

Preparation and Proskomedia

The liturgy begins with the Proskomedia, a preparatory rite where the clergy prepare the bread and
wine for the Eucharist. This solemn act symbolizes the offering of the faithful and the anticipation of
Christ’s sacrifice. The Proskomedia includes specific prayers and ceremonial actions that set the
tone for the sacred celebration.

Liturgy of the Catechumens

This initial phase includes the opening prayers, the Great Litany, and scriptural readings. The
faithful are invited to prayer and reflection, preparing their hearts for the Eucharistic portion. The
Liturgy of the Catechumens ends with the dismissal of catechumens, those preparing for baptism,
emphasizing the sanctity of the Eucharist reserved for baptized believers.

Liturgy of the Faithful

The central portion of the Divine Liturgy involves the Eucharistic prayers, the consecration of the
bread and wine, and the reception of Communion. This part includes the Anaphora, a solemn prayer
of thanksgiving and consecration, invoking the Holy Spirit to transform the gifts. The faithful then
partake in Holy Communion, symbolizing unity with Christ and the Church.



Dismissal and Closing Prayers

After Communion, the liturgy concludes with prayers of thanksgiving, blessings, and dismissal.
Hymns of praise and petitions for peace and salvation are sung, sending the congregation forth in
spiritual strength and mission.

Theological Significance and Spiritual Themes

The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom embodies profound theological concepts that underpin
Orthodox Christian faith and worship. Its prayers and actions reveal key doctrines regarding the
nature of God, the incarnation of Christ, and the Church’s role in salvation history.

The Eucharist as Sacrament and Sacrifice

The liturgy centers on the Eucharist, understood as both a sacrament and a true sacrifice. It
commemorates Christ’s passion and resurrection, making present the one sacrifice of Calvary in an
unbloody manner. This sacramental act unites believers with Christ’s redemptive work and with one
another as the Body of Christ.

Communal Worship and Theosis

The Divine Liturgy emphasizes the communal nature of worship, inviting all participants into the
mystery of theosis—union with God. Through prayer, hymnody, and sacramental participation, the
faithful are sanctified and transformed, reflecting the liturgy’s spiritual purpose.

Role of the Holy Spirit

The invocation of the Holy Spirit, especially during the Anaphora, highlights the Spirit’s role in
consecration and sanctification. The liturgy acknowledges the Spirit’s presence as essential for the
life of the Church and the efficacy of the sacraments.

Liturgical Elements and Rituals

The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom incorporates a variety of ritual actions, prayers, and
hymns that enrich the worship experience and express theological truths through symbolic means.



Key Prayers and Hymns

Several prayers and hymns are distinctive to this liturgy, including the Cherubic Hymn, the
Trisagion, and the Lord’s Prayer. These elements foster a sense of reverence and invite the
congregation into a deeper encounter with the divine mysteries.

Vestments and Liturgical Objects

The clergy wear specific vestments symbolizing their roles and the sacred nature of the service.
Liturgical objects such as the chalice, paten, and censer play important roles in the celebration, each
carrying symbolic meaning and historical significance.

Processions and Gestures

Processions, bows, and the sign of the cross punctuate the liturgy, reflecting humility, honor, and
thanksgiving. These gestures involve the entire congregation, reinforcing the communal dimension
of worship.

Summary of Ritual Elements

Proskomedia (Preparation of Gifts)

Great Litany and Opening Prayers

Scriptural Readings and Homily

Hymns: Cherubic Hymn, Trisagion

Anaphora (Eucharistic Prayer)

Holy Communion

Doxology and Final Blessings

Contemporary Usage and Cultural Influence

The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom remains the principal worship service in many Eastern
Orthodox and Byzantine Catholic communities worldwide. It is celebrated daily in monasteries and



on Sundays and feast days in parish churches, retaining its ancient form while accommodating
linguistic and cultural diversity.

Global Liturgical Practice

The liturgy is celebrated in various languages, including Greek, Church Slavonic, Arabic, and
English, reflecting the global reach of Orthodox Christianity. Adaptations respect local customs
while preserving the core structure and theological integrity of the liturgy.

Influence on Christian Worship and Music

The Divine Liturgy has inspired a rich tradition of sacred music and chant. Composers have created
settings for its hymns and prayers, contributing to the cultural heritage of Eastern Christianity. Its
theological depth and poetic beauty continue to influence liturgical scholarship and ecumenical
dialogue.

Role in Spiritual Life and Identity

For many believers, participation in the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is central to
spiritual life and identity. It fosters a sense of continuity with the early Church and a living
connection to the sacred mysteries of faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom?
The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is the primary worship service used in the Eastern
Orthodox Church and Eastern Catholic Churches that follow the Byzantine Rite. It is named after
Saint John Chrysostom, an early Church Father and Archbishop of Constantinople, who is
traditionally credited with its composition.

When is the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom typically
celebrated?
The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is typically celebrated during Sunday services, feast
days, and most regular liturgical occasions throughout the year in the Eastern Orthodox and
Byzantine Catholic traditions.



What are the main components of the Divine Liturgy of Saint
John Chrysostom?
The main components include the Liturgy of the Word, which consists of scripture readings, the
homily, and prayers, and the Liturgy of the Faithful, which includes the Eucharistic prayers, the
consecration of the bread and wine, Communion, and final blessings.

How does the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom differ
from the Roman Catholic Mass?
While both share the celebration of the Eucharist, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is
distinct in its structure, prayers, chant style, and liturgical language. It places a strong emphasis on
the epiclesis (invocation of the Holy Spirit) and uses different ritual gestures and symbolism.

Who was Saint John Chrysostom and why is the liturgy named
after him?
Saint John Chrysostom was a 4th-century Archbishop of Constantinople known for his eloquent
preaching and liturgical contributions. The liturgy bears his name because he either authored or
greatly influenced its current form, which has been used since the Byzantine era.

Can the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom be celebrated
in languages other than Greek?
Yes, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is celebrated in many languages, including Church
Slavonic, Arabic, English, and others, depending on the local church community, to make the liturgy
accessible and meaningful to the faithful.

What is the significance of the Divine Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom in Eastern Orthodox spirituality?
The Divine Liturgy is central to Eastern Orthodox spirituality as it is considered the primary means
of encountering Christ through the Eucharist. It embodies the theology, prayer life, and communal
worship of the Church, uniting believers in the mystery of salvation.

Additional Resources
1. The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the structure, prayers, and theological significance of the
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. It is designed for clergy, seminarians, and laypeople who
wish to deepen their understanding of this central worship service in the Eastern Orthodox Church.
Detailed commentary and historical background provide valuable insights into the liturgy’s origins
and development.

2. Worship and Theology in the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
Focusing on the theological themes embedded within the Divine Liturgy, this volume examines how



the prayers and hymns reflect Orthodox beliefs about salvation, the Trinity, and the incarnation. The
author analyzes the liturgy’s role in shaping the spiritual life of the faithful and its place within the
broader context of Eastern Christian worship.

3. The Origins and Evolution of the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
This scholarly work traces the historical development of the Divine Liturgy, from its early roots
through the contributions attributed to Saint John Chrysostom. It includes critical assessments of
liturgical texts, manuscript traditions, and the influence of various regional practices, offering a
comprehensive historical perspective.

4. The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom: Texts and Translations
A bilingual edition presenting the original Greek text alongside an English translation, this book is
an essential resource for liturgical study and personal devotion. It also includes explanatory notes
that clarify difficult passages and highlight the symbolic meaning of key prayers and rituals.

5. Participating in the Divine Liturgy: A Spiritual Guide to Saint John Chrysostom’s Service
This guidebook encourages active and mindful participation in the Divine Liturgy, offering practical
advice for worshippers to engage more deeply with the service. It explains the significance of
gestures, icons, and chants, helping readers to experience the liturgy as a transformative encounter
with the divine.

6. Music and Chant in the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
Exploring the rich musical tradition accompanying the Divine Liturgy, this book highlights the role
of Byzantine chant and other musical forms in enhancing the worship experience. It includes
historical context, musical notation, and discussions on how music shapes the liturgical atmosphere.

7. The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom in Contemporary Practice
This volume examines how the Divine Liturgy is celebrated today across various Orthodox
jurisdictions around the world. It addresses adaptations, translations, and pastoral considerations,
offering insights into maintaining tradition while engaging modern congregations.

8. Icons and Symbolism in the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
Focusing on the visual and symbolic elements present during the Divine Liturgy, this book explores
how icons, vestments, and liturgical objects contribute to the worship experience. It explains the
theological meanings behind these symbols and their roots in Orthodox spirituality.

9. Saint John Chrysostom and the Formation of Eastern Christian Liturgy
This biographical and liturgical study delves into the life of Saint John Chrysostom and his influence
on Eastern Christian worship. It contextualizes the Divine Liturgy within his homilies and theological
writings, demonstrating how his legacy continues to shape Orthodox liturgical practice.
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