
the doors ride the snake

the doors ride the snake is a phrase deeply embedded in the lore of rock
music, particularly associated with the iconic band The Doors and their
enigmatic frontman Jim Morrison. This phrase has sparked curiosity among fans
and scholars alike, representing a metaphorical and symbolic concept that
resonates with the band's psychedelic and poetic style. Understanding the
origins, meanings, and cultural impact of "the doors ride the snake" offers
insights into the band's artistic vision and the countercultural movement of
the 1960s. This article explores the phrase's connection to The Doors' music,
Morrison's philosophy, and its broader significance in popular culture.
Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the phrase through
historical context, lyrical analysis, and interpretations from various
perspectives.
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Origin and Meaning of "The Doors Ride the
Snake"
The phrase "the doors ride the snake" originates from the close association
between The Doors' name and the concept of opening doors to new perceptions,
inspired by Aldous Huxley's book "The Doors of Perception." The phrase itself
is attributed to Jim Morrison, who often used snake imagery in his poetry and
performances. The snake symbolizes transformation, danger, and the cyclical
nature of life, aligning with The Doors' exploration of altered states and
existential themes. This metaphor encapsulates the band's journey through the
realms of consciousness and artistic expression.

Historical Context
In the 1960s, the counterculture embraced psychedelic experiences, Eastern
philosophies, and experimental art forms. The Doors emerged as a leading
figure in this movement, blending rock music with poetic lyrics and mystical
symbolism. The snake, as a potent symbol in various cultures, represented



rebirth and hidden knowledge, making it an apt emblem for the band's thematic
focus. The phrase "ride the snake" suggests a deliberate engagement with
these transformative experiences and the challenges they entail.

Symbolism Behind the Phrase
The snake is a multifaceted symbol, often associated with both positive and
negative connotations. For The Doors, it embodied the duality of
enlightenment and danger, reflecting the band's fascination with the unknown
and the subconscious. "Riding the snake" implies navigating these
complexities, embracing the unpredictable journey of self-discovery and
artistic innovation. This symbolism is evident in Morrison's writings and the
band's visual imagery.

The Doors and Psychedelic Symbolism
The Doors are renowned for their rich use of psychedelic symbolism, which
played a central role in shaping their identity and musical direction. The
phrase "the doors ride the snake" is embedded within this context,
illustrating the band's commitment to exploring altered states of mind and
transcending conventional reality. Psychedelic imagery, including references
to serpents, mirrors, and mystical elements, permeates their work, enhancing
the immersive experience for listeners.

Connection to Aldous Huxley and Timothy Leary
Aldous Huxley's "The Doors of Perception" greatly influenced The Doors,
particularly Jim Morrison. The book discusses the use of psychedelic
substances to unlock new dimensions of perception. Timothy Leary, a prominent
advocate for psychedelics, also contributed to the era's cultural milieu. The
snake motif aligns with these ideas, representing the awakening of
consciousness and the shedding of old paradigms.

Visual and Performance Art
The Doors incorporated snake imagery in their stage performances and album
art, reinforcing the mystical aura surrounding the band. Morrison's
charismatic presence and poetic recitations often invoked serpentine themes,
drawing audiences into a ritualistic experience. This integration of visual
symbolism and music exemplifies the holistic approach The Doors took to their
art.



Analysis of Lyrics and Musical Influence
The phrase "the doors ride the snake" resonates through various lyrics and
compositions by The Doors, reflecting their experimental style and thematic
concerns. The band's music frequently explores themes of transformation,
darkness, and enlightenment, all of which are encapsulated in the snake
metaphor. Analyzing their songs reveals the depth of meaning and the
interplay between text and sound.

Key Songs Featuring Snake Imagery
Several songs by The Doors feature direct or indirect references to snakes
and serpentine symbolism. These include:

"The End" – a sprawling, poetic epic that delves into themes of death
and rebirth, featuring evocative imagery reminiscent of a serpent’s
cycle.

"Riders on the Storm" – where the metaphor of the rider suggests control
and surrender, akin to "riding the snake."

"Snake Dance" – directly invoking the snake motif, this track embodies
primal energy and transformation.

Musical Style and Experimentation
The Doors combined blues, rock, and psychedelic elements to create a unique
soundscape that enhanced the thematic depth of their lyrics. Their use of
improvisation and unconventional song structures mirrors the unpredictable
nature of the snake, reinforcing the conceptual framework behind "ride the
snake." This approach influenced countless artists and helped define the
psychedelic rock genre.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The phrase "the doors ride the snake" has transcended its original context to
become a symbol of The Doors' enduring influence on music and culture. It
captures the essence of the band's adventurous spirit and their role in
shaping the countercultural landscape of the 1960s. The legacy of this phrase
is evident in its continued reference in literature, music, and popular
discourse.



Influence on Subsequent Artists
The Doors' fusion of poetic lyricism and psychedelic themes has inspired
numerous musicians and bands. The snake imagery and the concept of "riding
the snake" have been adopted and adapted by artists seeking to evoke similar
themes of transformation and transcendence.

Representation in Media and Popular Culture
Beyond music, the phrase and its symbolism appear in films, books, and
academic studies exploring the 1960s counterculture and the evolution of rock
music. It serves as a shorthand for the era’s quest for expanded
consciousness and artistic freedom.

Interpretations and Theories Surrounding the
Phrase
The enigmatic nature of "the doors ride the snake" has led to a variety of
interpretations and theories, ranging from spiritual and mystical to
psychological and cultural analyses. Scholars and fans alike have sought to
decode its meaning, contributing to the phrase’s mystique and relevance.

Spiritual and Mystical Interpretations
Many view the phrase as a metaphor for spiritual awakening and the journey
through the subconscious mind. The snake is often linked to kundalini energy
in Eastern traditions, symbolizing latent spiritual power that, when
awakened, leads to enlightenment. This interpretation aligns with Morrison’s
interest in mysticism and esoteric philosophy.

Psychological and Cultural Perspectives
From a psychological standpoint, "riding the snake" can represent confronting
one's fears and embracing change. Culturally, it reflects the 1960s rebellion
against societal norms and the pursuit of personal freedom. These
perspectives highlight the phrase's multifaceted significance and its ability
to resonate across different contexts.

Summary of Key Interpretations

Symbol of transformation and rebirth

Representation of the psychedelic experience



Emblem of spiritual awakening and kundalini energy

Metaphor for navigating life's challenges and unknowns

Reflection of 1960s countercultural ideals

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind The Doors' song 'Ride the
Snake'?
The Doors' song 'Ride the Snake' is often interpreted as a metaphor for
embracing the unknown and exploring deeper states of consciousness,
reflecting the band's interest in mysticism and psychedelic experiences.

Which album features The Doors' track 'Ride the
Snake'?
'Ride the Snake' is featured on The Doors' 1970 album 'L.A. Woman,' which was
their sixth studio album and the last to feature Jim Morrison before his
death.

How does 'Ride the Snake' reflect Jim Morrison's
poetic style?
'Ride the Snake' showcases Jim Morrison's poetic style through its surreal
imagery, symbolic language, and themes of transformation and spiritual
journey, characteristic of his lyrical approach.

Are there any notable live performances of 'Ride the
Snake' by The Doors?
While 'Ride the Snake' was rarely performed live by The Doors, some bootleg
recordings capture its live renditions, but it remained primarily a studio
track on 'L.A. Woman.'

What musical elements define 'Ride the Snake' by The
Doors?
The song features a hypnotic, blues-infused rhythm, distinctive keyboard
lines by Ray Manzarek, and Jim Morrison's deep, enigmatic vocals, creating a
mysterious and immersive atmosphere.



Additional Resources
1. Riders on the Storm: The Doors and the Psychedelic Sixties
This book explores the cultural and musical impact of The Doors during the
1960s, focusing on their innovative sound and poetic lyrics. It delves into
the band's rise to fame and the social context that shaped their music. The
title references "Riders on the Storm," one of their most iconic songs,
symbolizing the turbulent era.

2. Ride the Snake: Jim Morrison's Myth and Madness
A deep dive into the life of Jim Morrison, the enigmatic frontman of The
Doors, this biography examines his artistic vision and personal struggles.
The book unpacks the symbolism behind the phrase "ride the snake," connected
to Morrison's fascination with shamanism and transformation. It provides a
nuanced portrait of the man behind the legend.

3. The Doors: Breaking Through the Psychedelic Doorway
This comprehensive history covers The Doors' formation, breakthrough albums,
and enduring influence on rock music. It highlights key songs like "Break on
Through" and "The End," analyzing their lyrical and musical complexity. The
author also discusses the band's role in pushing the boundaries of the
psychedelic genre.

4. Snake Dance: The Poetry and Prose of Jim Morrison
Focusing on Jim Morrison's literary output, this book collects and interprets
his poetry, prose, and lyrics. It offers insights into his creative process
and the recurring themes of transformation, mysticism, and rebellion. The
title "Snake Dance" evokes the ritualistic and symbolic elements present in
Morrison's work.

5. Doors of Perception: Exploring the Psychedelic Journey
Inspired by Aldous Huxley's famous essay, this book connects the themes of
perception and consciousness in The Doors' music. It examines how the band
incorporated psychedelic experiences into their art and performances. The
work also considers the broader cultural movement of the 1960s that
influenced these explorations.

6. The Snake and the Spirit: Shamanism in The Doors' Music
This study investigates the shamanistic and spiritual motifs found in The
Doors' songs, especially the imagery of the snake. It discusses how Jim
Morrison used these symbols to convey ideas of death, rebirth, and
transcendence. The book blends musicology with anthropology to reveal deeper
layers of meaning.

7. Break on Through: The Legacy of The Doors
An analysis of The Doors' lasting impact on music and popular culture, this
book traces their influence on later artists and genres. It explores how
songs like "Riders on the Storm" and "Light My Fire" continue to resonate
with new generations. The narrative also addresses the challenges the band
faced and their ultimate place in rock history.



8. Light My Fire: The Story Behind The Doors' Greatest Hits
This book provides an in-depth look at the creation of The Doors' most famous
songs, including the stories behind their writing and recording. It sheds
light on the collaborative dynamics within the band and the innovative
techniques they employed. Fans and music historians alike will appreciate the
detailed accounts of these timeless tracks.

9. Strange Days: The Psychedelic World of The Doors
"Strange Days" captures the surreal and experimental spirit of The Doors'
music and era. The book explores how the band fused rock, blues, and poetry
to create a unique soundscape reflective of the late 1960s counterculture. It
also discusses the visual and theatrical elements of their live performances
that contributed to their mystique.
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