
the easter story for children

the easter story for children is a meaningful and important tale that explains the origins and significance of
Easter, one of the most celebrated holidays in the Christian calendar. This story is centered around the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which symbolizes hope, renewal, and love. Understanding the
Easter story for children helps to teach important values such as forgiveness, sacrifice, and faith. It also
explains why Easter traditions like Easter eggs and the Easter bunny exist today. This article will explore
the key events in the Easter story, the meaning behind each part, and how this story is shared with
children around the world. Additionally, it will provide insight into the customs and symbols associated
with Easter that make the holiday special for families and communities. The goal is to present the Easter
story for children in a clear, engaging, and informative way that both educates and inspires.
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The Life of Jesus Leading to Easter
The Easter story for children begins with the life of Jesus Christ, who is a central figure in Christianity.
Jesus was born in Bethlehem and grew up teaching people about God’s love, kindness, and forgiveness. He
performed many miracles and helped those in need, which made him loved by many but also opposed by
some leaders of his time. As the story unfolds, children learn about important events such as the Last
Supper, where Jesus shared a special meal with his disciples and prepared them for what was to come. This
part of the story sets the stage for understanding why Easter is celebrated and introduces themes of sacrifice
and hope.

The Last Supper
The Last Supper is a significant moment in the Easter story for children because it was the final meal Jesus
shared with his closest friends before his death. During this meal, Jesus broke bread and shared wine,
telling his disciples that these represented his body and blood, which would be given for the forgiveness of



sins. This event is remembered by Christians during Holy Communion services and helps children
understand the importance of Jesus’s sacrifice.

Jesus’ Teachings and Miracles
Before Easter, Jesus taught many important lessons about love, compassion, and faith. He healed sick people,
fed large crowds with only a small amount of food, and showed kindness to everyone he met. These stories
help children see why Jesus was special and why his message is still important today.

The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus
The Easter story for children includes the difficult and sad events of Jesus’s crucifixion and death. After
being arrested, Jesus was put on trial and sentenced to die on a cross, a form of execution used at that time.
This part of the story teaches children about sacrifice and the idea that sometimes, people do difficult things
for the good of others. Jesus’s death is seen as a way to bring forgiveness and peace to the world.

The Trial of Jesus
Jesus was arrested and brought before religious and political leaders who accused him of doing wrong.
Despite being innocent, Jesus accepted his fate because he knew it was part of a greater plan. This moment
in the story helps children understand themes of justice and bravery.

The Crucifixion
The crucifixion is the event where Jesus was nailed to a cross and died. Although it is a sad and serious part
of the Easter story for children, it also shows Jesus’s love and willingness to suffer for others. This act is
central to Christian beliefs about salvation and redemption.

The Resurrection: The Heart of the Easter Story
The most important and joyful part of the Easter story for children is the resurrection of Jesus. According
to the Bible, three days after Jesus died, he came back to life. This miraculous event is celebrated on Easter
Sunday and symbolizes new life, hope, and victory over death. The resurrection assures believers that life
continues beyond death and that love and goodness will ultimately win.



The Discovery of the Empty Tomb
Early on the morning of the third day after Jesus’s death, some of his followers went to the tomb where he
was buried but found it empty. Angels appeared to tell them that Jesus had risen from the dead. This
discovery is an exciting and hopeful moment in the Easter story for children.

Jesus Appears to His Followers
After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to many of his friends and followers to show that he was alive. These
appearances helped them understand that he had overcome death and that his promises were true. This
part of the story encourages faith and trust in Jesus’s teachings.

Symbols and Traditions of Easter
The Easter story for children is often shared alongside various symbols and traditions that have special
meanings connected to the holiday. These symbols help make the story more relatable and fun for young
audiences while teaching important lessons about life and renewal.

Easter Eggs
Easter eggs are one of the most well-known symbols of Easter. They represent new life and rebirth,
connecting to the resurrection of Jesus. Decorating and hunting for Easter eggs is a popular activity for
children during the Easter season.

The Easter Bunny
The Easter bunny is a character that brings Easter eggs and treats to children. This tradition has roots in
ancient springtime celebrations and symbolizes fertility and new beginnings. Including the Easter bunny
in the story helps engage children and adds a joyful element to the holiday.

Other Easter Traditions

Attending church services to remember Jesus’s resurrection

Participating in Easter egg hunts and games

Sharing special meals with family and friends



Giving and receiving Easter baskets filled with treats

How the Easter Story is Shared with Children
Sharing the Easter story for children is done in many ways to help make the story understandable and
meaningful. Parents, teachers, and religious leaders use age-appropriate language, stories, and activities to
explain the significance of Easter. Storybooks, plays, songs, and crafts are common tools used to teach
children about the Easter story in an engaging way.

Storytelling and Books
Many children’s books tell the Easter story using simple language and colorful illustrations. These books
focus on the key events of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection while emphasizing messages of love and
hope.

Church and Sunday School Activities
In churches and Sunday schools, children often participate in special lessons, plays, and crafts related to
Easter. These activities help children understand the story and its meaning through hands-on learning and
community involvement.

Family Traditions
Families play a key role in sharing the Easter story for children by celebrating together with meals, Easter
egg hunts, and discussions about the holiday’s meaning. These traditions create lasting memories and
reinforce the values behind Easter.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Easter story for children?
The Easter story for children is about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It tells how Jesus was
crucified, died, and then came back to life on the third day, which is celebrated as Easter.



Why do we celebrate Easter?
We celebrate Easter to remember and rejoice in Jesus Christ rising from the dead. It is a time to celebrate
hope, new life, and God's love for everyone.

Who was Jesus in the Easter story?
Jesus was a kind and loving man who taught about God's love. He is the central figure in the Easter story
because he died for our sins and rose again to give us new life.

What happened on Good Friday in the Easter story?
On Good Friday, Jesus was crucified and died on the cross. It is called 'Good' because through Jesus'
sacrifice, people believe they can be forgiven and have eternal life.

What is the significance of the empty tomb in the Easter story?
The empty tomb shows that Jesus rose from the dead. When Jesus’ friends visited his tomb, they found it
empty, which proved that Jesus was alive again.

How can children celebrate the Easter story?
Children can celebrate the Easter story by learning about Jesus' love, attending church services,
participating in Easter egg hunts, and sharing kindness with others to remember the true meaning of
Easter.

Additional Resources
1. The Story of Easter
This beautifully illustrated book gently introduces young children to the Easter story. It tells the tale of
Jesus' love, His sacrifice, and the joy of His resurrection in simple, easy-to-understand language. The
colorful pictures help bring the story to life and engage young readers.

2. God Gave Us Easter by Lisa Tawn Bergren
In this heartwarming story, a little polar bear learns about the true meaning of Easter from his mother. The
book combines a gentle narrative with vibrant illustrations to explain the significance of Jesus' resurrection.
It’s perfect for young children who are curious about Easter traditions.

3. The Easter Story for Children by Catherine Hughes
This book recounts the Easter story in a clear and accessible way for young readers. It covers the events
from Palm Sunday to the resurrection, emphasizing themes of hope and love. The simple text and
engaging illustrations make it suitable for family reading time.



4. He Is Risen: The Easter Story by Laura Alary
This beautifully illustrated book presents the Easter story in a poetic format that captures the wonder of
Jesus’ resurrection. It focuses on the hope and new life that Easter brings, making it an inspiring read for
children. The gentle narrative encourages reflection and celebration.

5. The Biggest Story: How the Snake Crusher Brings Us Back to the Garden by Kevin DeYoung
This book tells the Easter story as part of the larger story of God’s plan for redemption. It uses child-friendly
language and engaging illustrations to explain how Jesus’ resurrection restores hope to the world. It’s great
for children who want to understand the Easter story in the context of the Bible.

6. What Is Easter? by Michelle Medlock Adams
This simple and colorful book answers common questions children have about Easter. It explains the
religious significance alongside some fun Easter traditions. The straightforward text and bright illustrations
make it ideal for young readers learning about the holiday.

7. The Garden, the Curtain and the Cross by Carl Laferton
This beautifully illustrated book uses a story-within-a-story approach to explain the Easter message. It
connects the events of Easter to the story of the Garden of Eden, helping children understand why Jesus’
resurrection matters. The narrative is engaging and accessible for young readers.

8. Easter Sparkle Box by Leslie Ludy
This unique book encourages families to create a meaningful Easter tradition by filling a box with symbols
of the Easter story. Each item in the box represents a part of Jesus’ journey, making the story tangible and
memorable for children. It’s a wonderful way to celebrate Easter together.

9. Resurrection Eggs by Susan Hunt
This interactive book comes with a set of eggs, each containing an object that relates to the Easter story. As
children open each egg, they learn about different parts of Jesus’ final days and resurrection. It’s a fun and
hands-on way to teach the Easter story to young children.
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