the economist pocket world in figures

the economist pocket world in figures is a renowned annual publication
celebrated for its comprehensive collection of global statistics and economic
data. It serves as an indispensable resource for professionals, researchers,
students, and anyone interested in understanding the dynamics of the world's
economies, demographics, and social indicators. This compact yet detailed
compendium offers a snapshot of the latest figures across a wide array of
categories including GDP, population, trade, energy consumption, and more.
The economist pocket world in figures is valued for its accuracy,
reliability, and ease of use, making complex data accessible and
understandable. This article explores the history, content structure, key
features, and practical applications of the economist pocket world in
figures. It also highlights why this publication remains a vital tool for
economic analysis and decision-making in an increasingly data-driven world.
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History and Evolution of The Economist Pocket
World in Figures

The economist pocket world in figures has a rich history dating back several
decades, evolving alongside advances in data collection and economic
research. Initially developed as a concise reference guide, the publication
has expanded its scope to encompass an ever-growing range of statistics
reflecting global economic and demographic changes. Over the years, it has
adapted to technological advancements, transitioning from print-only formats
to digital editions, thereby enhancing accessibility and user experience. The
continuous updates and revisions ensure that the data remain current and
relevant, reflecting the latest global trends and economic shifts. This
evolution underscores the publication’s commitment to providing a reliable
and authoritative source of information for its diverse audience.



Comprehensive Data Coverage and Categories

The economist pocket world in figures distinguishes itself through its
extensive data coverage, presenting a broad spectrum of categories essential
for understanding the world’s economic landscape. The publication compiles
statistics from reputable sources such as the International Monetary Fund,
World Bank, United Nations, and national statistical offices, ensuring
accuracy and credibility. It organizes data into well-defined categories that
facilitate quick reference and comparative analysis across countries and
regions.

Economic Indicators

This section includes vital economic measurements such as Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), inflation rates, unemployment levels, and fiscal balances.
These indicators provide insights into the economic health and performance of
nations worldwide.

Demographics and Social Statistics

Population figures, life expectancy, literacy rates, and urbanization
statistics are key components here. This data helps analyze social
development and demographic trends affecting economic policies and planning.

Trade and Industry Data

The publication details import and export volumes, major trading partners,
industrial output, and sectoral contributions to GDP. Such information is
crucial for understanding global trade flows and industrial dynamics.

Energy and Environment

Statistics on energy consumption, production, renewable energy usage, and
carbon emissions are included to highlight environmental challenges and
resource management strategies worldwide.

Infrastructure and Technology

Data on transportation networks, internet penetration, mobile subscriptions,
and technological adoption provide a snapshot of infrastructure development
and digital transformation.

e Population and demographic trends



e Gross Domestic Product (GDP) data
e Trade balances and export/import statistics
e Energy consumption and environmental indicators

e Technological infrastructure and connectivity

Key Features and Usability

The economist pocket world in figures is designed for ease of use without
compromising depth or accuracy. Its compact format allows users to carry a
wealth of information conveniently, making it suitable for quick reference
and detailed study alike. The data are presented in clear tabular formats
with country rankings, enabling straightforward comparison. Each edition
incorporates updated figures and newly available data sets, ensuring users
have access to the most recent information. The publication often includes
explanatory notes and definitions, which enhance comprehension of complex
statistics and methodologies used in data collection.

User-Friendly Layout

The structured layout, with distinct sections and concise labels, facilitates
efficient navigation. This design supports both casual browsing and targeted
searches for specific statistics.

Reliability and Authority

Produced by The Economist Intelligence Unit, a respected research and
analysis division, the pocket world in figures is regarded as a trustworthy
source. Its data undergo rigorous verification processes, reinforcing its
status as a dependable reference.

Accessibility in Various Formats

In addition to the traditional print editions, digital versions are
available, allowing users to access the information on various devices. This
versatility enhances the utility of the publication in different professional
and academic contexts.



Applications and Importance in Economic
Analysis

The economist pocket world in figures plays a critical role in economic
research, policy formulation, business strategy, and educational contexts.
Its comprehensive data enable analysts to benchmark countries’ economic
performance, identify trends, and forecast future developments. Policymakers
utilize the information to design evidence-based interventions and assess the
impact of existing policies. Business leaders rely on the publication to
inform investment decisions, market entry strategies, and risk assessments.
Furthermore, educators and students benefit from its concise presentation of
complex data, facilitating learning and critical thinking about global
economic issues.

Policy Development and Evaluation

Governments and international organizations use the data to monitor economic
progress and challenges, helping to guide resource allocation and development
priorities.

Business Intelligence and Market Analysis

Corporations and investors analyze economic and demographic data to identify
growth opportunities, competitive landscapes, and potential risks in
different regions.

Academic and Research Utility

Scholars and students employ the pocket world in figures as a foundational
resource for quantitative research, economic modeling, and comparative
studies.

Comparison with Other Statistical Publications

While numerous statistical compendiums exist, the economist pocket world in
figures stands out for its balance between breadth and portability. Unlike
larger, more specialized databases, it provides a holistic overview suitable
for both quick reference and in-depth analysis. Publications such as the
World Bank’s World Development Indicators or the United Nations Statistical
Yearbook offer similar data but tend to be more voluminous and less
accessible for on-the-go consultation. The economist pocket world in figures
excels in presenting key global statistics efficiently, making it uniquely
valuable for users who require a broad yet concise data source.



Scope and Detail

The publication’s scope covers a wide range of topics without overwhelming
the user with excessive detail, striking a practical balance for varied
audiences.

Frequency of Updates

Annual updates ensure that the data reflect recent developments, which is
essential for maintaining relevance in fast-changing economic conditions.

Portability and Format

Its compact size and clear formatting make it more user-friendly compared to
bulkier statistical reports or databases, enhancing its appeal for
professionals and students alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures'?

'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' is an annual publication by The
Economist that provides key statistics and data on countries around the
world, including economic, social, and demographic indicators.

How often is 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures
published?

It is published annually, usually at the beginning of each year, to provide
the most up-to-date global statistics.

What types of data are included in 'The Economist
Pocket World in Figures'?

The book includes data on GDP, population, inflation, unemployment, trade,
education, health, energy consumption, and other important economic and
social indicators.

Who is the target audience for 'The Economist Pocket
World in Figures'?

The target audience includes economists, policymakers, business
professionals, researchers, students, and anyone interested in global
economic and social data.



How can 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' be
used for research?

'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' serves as a reliable reference for
comparative country data, trend analysis, and understanding global economic
and social dynamics.

Is 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' available
in digital format?

Yes, it is often available in both print and digital formats, including
eBooks and online subscriptions through The Economist's platforms.

How reliable is the data in 'The Economist Pocket
World in Figures'?

The data is highly reliable as it is compiled from reputable sources like the
World Bank, IMF, UN, and national statistics agencies, and carefully curated
by The Economist's editorial team.

Does 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' include
visual aids like charts and maps?

Yes, the publication includes charts, graphs, and maps to help visualize data
and make complex information more accessible.

Can 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' help in
understanding global economic trends?

Absolutely, by providing up-to-date and comparative data, it helps readers
track economic growth, development patterns, demographic changes, and other
global trends.

Additional Resources

1. The Economist Pocket World in Figures

This compact guide offers a concise overview of key global statistics,
covering demographics, economics, and social indicators. It presents up-to-
date data in an accessible format, making complex information easy to
understand. Ideal for students, professionals, and anyone interested in
global trends.

2. World Development Indicators 2023

Published by the World Bank, this comprehensive volume provides detailed data
on economic development and social progress worldwide. It includes statistics
on health, education, poverty, and the environment. The book serves as an



essential resource for researchers and policymakers.

3. Global Economic Prospects

This annual report explores major global economic trends and forecasts,
analyzing factors that influence growth and stability. It offers insights
into trade, investment, and financial markets, helping readers understand the
broader economic landscape. The publication is a valuable tool for economists
and business leaders.

4. United Nations Data Book: World Statistics Pocketbook

A concise compilation of key statistics from the United Nations covering
population, education, employment, and more. The book provides a snapshot of
global progress toward sustainable development goals. It is designed for
quick reference and comparative analysis.

5. OECD Factbook 2023

This factbook presents a wealth of data on the economic and social
performance of OECD member countries. It includes indicators on productivity,
innovation, and quality of life. The publication is essential for
understanding trends in developed economies.

6. Global Trends 2040: A More Contested World

Produced by the National Intelligence Council, this book explores future
global scenarios based on current data and trends. It analyzes demographic
shifts, economic changes, and geopolitical dynamics. Readers gain a forward-
looking perspective on global challenges and opportunities.

7. Human Development Report 2023

Published by the United Nations Development Programme, this report examines
progress in human development worldwide. It combines statistical data with
analysis on health, education, and income inequality. The book highlights
areas needing policy attention to improve quality of life.

8. World Population Prospects 2022

This report from the United Nations provides detailed projections and
analysis of global population trends. It covers fertility, mortality, and
migration patterns, offering insights into demographic changes. The
publication is vital for planners and demographers.

9. The Global Competitiveness Report 2023

Produced by the World Economic Forum, this report ranks countries based on
economic competitiveness factors such as infrastructure, innovation, and
market efficiency. It includes extensive statistical data and expert
analysis. The book is widely used by governments and investors to assess
economic environments.
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