
the end of the affair analysis
The end of the affair analysis is a critical examination of Graham Greene's
novel, which intricately explores themes of love, jealousy, and betrayal. Set
in London during and after World War II, the narrative is characterized by
its complex characters and psychological depth. The story revolves around the
tumultuous relationship between Maurice Bendrix, a writer, and Sarah Miles,
the wife of a civil servant. This analysis will delve into the key themes,
character development, and narrative techniques employed by Greene, providing
a comprehensive understanding of the novel's significance.

Key Themes in The End of the Affair

Love and Obsession

At the heart of Greene's novel is the theme of love, portrayed not just as a
romantic ideal but as a force that can lead to obsession and despair. Maurice
Bendrix's infatuation with Sarah Miles highlights the fine line between love
and possession.

- Destructive Nature of Love: Maurice's obsession with Sarah leads him to
jealousy and despair, ultimately causing emotional turmoil.
- Sacrifice and Selflessness: Sarah's love for Maurice is complicated by her
sense of duty to her husband, which raises questions about the nature of true
love.

Faith and Doubt

Another significant theme in the novel is the exploration of faith—both in
God and in personal relationships. Greene, a Catholic writer, often reflects
on the struggle between belief and skepticism.

- Sarah’s Spiritual Crisis: Sarah's decision to embrace faith during her
affair with Maurice challenges her previously secular life.
- Maurice's Atheism: In contrast, Maurice represents the skeptical voice,
grappling with the existence of God and the meaning of love in a world filled
with suffering.

Jealousy and Betrayal

Jealousy is a pervasive force in "The End of the Affair," driving the
characters' actions and decisions. Maurice's intense jealousy toward Sarah's



husband leads to conflict and ultimately contributes to the story's tragic
dimensions.

- Emotional Turmoil: Maurice's jealousy manifests in obsessive thoughts and
actions, revealing the darker side of love.
- Betrayal and Guilt: The affair itself is an act of betrayal, and the
resulting guilt affects both Sarah and Maurice, complicating their
relationship.

Character Development

Maurice Bendrix

Maurice Bendrix is a complex character whose emotional journey is central to
the narrative. His transformation throughout the novel reflects the impact of
love and loss.

- The Writer: As a writer, Maurice is introspective and deeply analytical,
which allows Greene to explore his thoughts on love and faith.
- The Jealous Lover: Maurice's jealousy leads him to question his self-worth
and the authenticity of his relationship with Sarah.

Sarah Miles

Sarah Miles serves as a catalyst for much of the novel's conflict. Her
character embodies the struggle between societal expectations and personal
desires.

- The Torn Wife: Sarah's role as a wife creates tension between her desires
and her moral obligations.
- The Seeker of Truth: Throughout the novel, Sarah's journey reflects her
search for meaning and truth, culminating in her decision to embrace faith.

Narrative Techniques

Graham Greene employs various narrative techniques to enhance the story's
emotional depth and complexity.

First-Person Narrative

The novel is primarily told from Maurice's perspective, providing an intimate



glimpse into his thoughts and feelings. This choice of narration allows
readers to connect deeply with his emotional struggles.

- Subjective Reality: Maurice's narrative is subjective, filled with his
biases and insecurities, which adds layers to the storytelling.
- Unreliable Narrator: Greene's use of an unreliable narrator raises
questions about the truth of the events and emotions described.

Use of Time and Flashbacks

Greene's manipulation of time plays a vital role in shaping the reader's
understanding of the characters and their relationships.

- Non-linear Timeline: The novel shifts between past and present, revealing
how memories shape the characters' current experiences.
- Foreshadowing: Flashbacks create a sense of inevitability, foreshadowing
the tragic outcomes of the characters' choices.

Conclusion: The Legacy of The End of the Affair

In conclusion, the end of the affair analysis reveals a rich tapestry of
themes, character development, and narrative techniques that have made Graham
Greene's work a lasting contribution to literature. The novel's exploration
of love, faith, and betrayal resonates with readers, prompting deep
reflection on the complexities of human relationships. Greene's ability to
blend emotional depth with philosophical inquiry ensures that "The End of the
Affair" remains a compelling and thought-provoking read.

As we reflect on the story, it is clear that Greene's insights into the human
condition continue to be relevant today, making it a timeless exploration of
the intricacies of love and the moral dilemmas we face in our relationships.
Whether one reads it as a love story or a spiritual journey, "The End of the
Affair" invites readers to ponder the nature of love, faith, and the choices
we make in the pursuit of happiness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The End of the
Affair'?
The main themes include love and obsession, faith and doubt, jealousy, and
the intersection of personal and political turmoil, particularly in the
context of World War II.



How does Graham Greene portray the concept of love
in 'The End of the Affair'?
Greene portrays love as complex and multifaceted, capturing both its
passionate highs and its painful lows, ultimately suggesting that true love
often involves sacrifice and suffering.

What role does religion play in 'The End of the
Affair'?
Religion serves as a critical backdrop, influencing characters' motivations
and actions, as well as raising questions about faith, redemption, and the
nature of divine love.

How does the setting of London during World War II
impact the narrative of 'The End of the Affair'?
The war-torn backdrop intensifies the emotional stakes and existential
questions faced by the characters, reflecting the chaos and uncertainty of
their personal lives against the larger historical context.

What is the significance of the title 'The End of
the Affair'?
The title suggests both the conclusion of a romantic relationship and the
broader implications of endings in love, life, and faith, inviting readers to
consider what 'endings' truly mean.

How does the narrative structure of 'The End of the
Affair' contribute to its themes?
The non-linear narrative, combining first-person accounts and shifts in time,
allows for a deeper exploration of memory and perspective, illustrating how
personal experiences shape our understanding of love and loss.

In what ways does 'The End of the Affair' explore
the idea of jealousy?
Jealousy is portrayed as a destructive force that complicates relationships,
driving characters to irrational behavior and highlighting the vulnerability
and insecurity inherent in human connections.
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