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The Enemy series by Charlie Higson is a gripping collection of post-apocalyptic novels that delve into a

world ravaged by a mysterious illness that turns adults into ravenous cannibals. The series, aimed

primarily at young adults, combines elements of horror, adventure, and survival, captivating readers

with its intense storytelling and rich character development. Across five main novels, Higson crafts a

chilling narrative that explores the themes of fear, loss, and resilience in the face of overwhelming

odds. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the series, examining its plot, themes, characters,

and the impact it has had on its audience.

Overview of the Series

The Enemy series consists of the following novels:

1. The Enemy (2009)

2. The Dead (2010)

3. The Fear (2011)

4. The Sacrifice (2012)

5. The Fallen (2013)

In addition to these main installments, Higson has also released several short stories set in the same

universe. The series is set in a dystopian London where a disease has wiped out most of the adult

population, leaving behind only children and teenagers who must navigate a dangerous world filled

with adult predators.

Plot Summary



The Enemy series begins with The Enemy, where we are introduced to a group of children who have

taken refuge in a supermarket. The story follows their struggles to survive, as they face not only the

threat of adults transformed into monstrous creatures but also the challenges of leadership, trust, and

betrayal among themselves. As the series progresses, the protagonists venture further into the city,

uncovering the truth behind the epidemic and the fate of the adults who once populated their world.

The novels chronologically unfold the story of several key characters, including:

- Maxie – A resourceful and determined leader.

- Ed – A brave but uncertain boy who grapples with his role in the group.

- Jack – A loyal friend who often finds himself torn between loyalty and survival.

- Small Sam – A younger boy who represents innocence amidst chaos.

Each book expands on their journeys, revealing their growth as they face increasingly perilous

situations, from scavenging for food to battling rival groups of children and facing the horrific adult

enemies.

Themes and Motifs

The Enemy series is rich with themes that resonate deeply with its audience. Some of the most

prominent themes include:

Survival and Resilience

The primary theme of survival permeates the series. The children must learn to fend for themselves in

a world where the rules they once knew no longer apply. They face not only physical dangers but also

moral dilemmas that test their values and friendships. The struggle for survival forces them to adapt,

showcasing their resilience in the face of despair.



Fear and the Unknown

Fear is a pervasive element throughout the series. The children live in constant uncertainty, not only

about their safety but also about the fate of their families and the world outside their immediate

surroundings. The depiction of the adult monsters serves as a metaphor for the loss of innocence, as

the children confront the terrifying reality of a world devoid of adult guidance and protection.

Friendship and Betrayal

The dynamics of friendship play a crucial role in the series. As the children form bonds and alliances,

they must also navigate feelings of jealousy and betrayal. The relationships are complex, emphasizing

the importance of trust and loyalty in a world where these qualities are often put to the test. Higson

explores how these relationships evolve in the face of adversity, highlighting the strength and fragility

of human connections.

Character Development

One of the most compelling aspects of The Enemy series is its character development. Throughout the

novels, the characters undergo significant transformations as they adapt to their new reality.

Protagonists

- Maxie: Initially seen as a natural leader, Maxie’s character evolves as he learns the burdens of

responsibility. His struggles with decision-making and the weight of leadership highlight the

complexities of growing up in such dire circumstances.

- Ed: Ed’s journey is one of self-discovery. From a boy unsure of his place within the group, he



develops into a courageous figure who confronts his fears head-on. His character arc illustrates the

trials of adolescence and the importance of finding one’s identity amidst chaos.

- Jack: Jack's loyalty is tested repeatedly throughout the series. His inner conflicts and moral dilemmas

make him relatable to readers, showcasing the struggles of choosing between personal survival and

the safety of friends.

- Small Sam: As the youngest member of the group, Small Sam represents the innocence lost in the

face of horror. His perspective offers a poignant reminder of what the children are fighting for—their

childhood and the hope of a better future.

Antagonists

The adult monsters serve as formidable antagonists, embodying the fears of abandonment and the

unknown. Their transformation from once-loving caregivers to terrifying predators reflects the loss of

safety and security that the children experience. Higson effectively uses these characters to symbolize

the dangers that lie in the adult world, amplifying the children's plight and their quest for safety.

Writing Style and Reception

Charlie Higson’s writing style is characterized by its vivid imagery and fast-paced narrative. The use of

short, punchy sentences creates a sense of urgency, immersing readers in the high-stakes

environment of the story. Higson’s ability to balance horror with moments of levity ensures that the

series remains accessible to its young adult audience.

The Enemy series has received critical acclaim for its engaging storytelling and well-crafted characters.

Readers have praised Higson for his ability to tackle serious themes while maintaining an entertaining

and thrilling narrative. The series has garnered a dedicated fan base and has been recognized for its

contributions to the young adult genre.



Impact on Young Adult Literature

The Enemy series stands out in the landscape of young adult literature, carving a niche within the

post-apocalyptic genre. Its exploration of complex themes like survival, fear, and the complexities of

growing up resonates with readers, making it a significant work for both young adults and broader

audiences.

Higson's portrayal of children in peril challenges readers to confront their fears and consider the

implications of a world without adult guidance. The series serves not only as a thrilling adventure but

also as a mirror reflecting the struggles of adolescence—a time marked by uncertainty, change, and

the quest for identity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Enemy series by Charlie Higson is a captivating exploration of a world in turmoil,

where children must navigate the perils of survival amidst chaos. Through its compelling characters,

rich themes, and gripping narrative, the series offers readers a unique and thought-provoking

experience. It successfully blends horror with a coming-of-age story, making it a noteworthy

contribution to the young adult genre. As readers follow the journeys of Maxie, Ed, Jack, and Small

Sam, they are drawn into a world that challenges their perceptions of fear, friendship, and resilience in

the face of unimaginable adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Enemy' series by Charlie Higson?

'The Enemy' series is set in a post-apocalyptic world where a disease has turned adults into zombie-

like creatures, and the story follows a group of children as they navigate this dangerous new reality.



How many books are in 'The Enemy' series?

The series consists of five main novels: 'The Enemy', 'The Dead', 'The Fear', 'The Sacrifice', and 'The

Hunted'. There is also a novella titled 'The Enemy: The Graphic Novel'.

What themes are explored in 'The Enemy' series?

The series explores themes of survival, the loss of innocence, friendship, and the moral dilemmas

faced in a world where traditional societal rules have collapsed.

Who are the main characters in 'The Enemy' series?

Key characters include a group of children led by a boy named 'Blue', along with other notable

characters like 'Eddie', 'Laura', and 'The Kid', each bringing unique perspectives and experiences to

the story.

Is 'The Enemy' series suitable for young adult readers?

Yes, the series is targeted at young adult readers, but it contains graphic violence and intense themes

that may not be suitable for all younger audiences.

What makes 'The Enemy' series different from other zombie

apocalypse stories?

Unlike many zombie stories that focus on adults, 'The Enemy' series centers on children and their

resilience, showcasing their resourcefulness, bravery, and emotional growth in a terrifying world.
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