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The ethics of invention technology and the human future by Sheila Jasanoff is a compelling
examination of the intricate relationship between technological advancement and ethical
considerations that shape our society. Jasanoff, a prominent scholar in science and technology
studies, delves into the moral implications of innovation, exploring how our inventions not only
transform our environment but also redefine our identities, values, and social structures. As we
stand on the brink of unprecedented technological breakthroughs, understanding the ethical
landscape becomes essential for ensuring a humane future.

The Intersection of Ethics and Technology

In recent decades, technological inventions have accelerated at an extraordinary pace, impacting
every facet of human life. With innovations such as artificial intelligence, genetic engineering, and
renewable energy technologies, questions of ethics are more pertinent than ever. Jasanoff argues
that the responsibility of inventors and policymakers extends beyond mere functionality; it
encompasses the potential societal consequences of their creations.

The Role of Ethics in Technological Development

1. Defining Ethics in Technology:
- Ethics in technology considers the moral implications of inventions and their applications.
- It involves assessing how technologies affect individuals and communities, as well as the
environment.

2. Historical Context:
- Historically, technological advancements have often outpaced ethical considerations.
- Events such as the development of nuclear weapons and the rise of social media exemplify the need
for a proactive ethical framework.

3. Current Trends:
- Emerging technologies such as AI and biotechnology prompt unique ethical dilemmas.
- The rapid development of these technologies requires ongoing dialogue about their impacts on
society.

The Human Future and Technological Innovations

As Jasanoff posits, the future of humanity is inextricably linked to the trajectory of technological
inventions. The choices we make today regarding technology will have profound implications for
generations to come. She emphasizes the need for a collective approach to navigate this complex
landscape.




