
the evangeline manuscript
The Evangeline Manuscript is a remarkable piece of literature that
encapsulates the essence of Acadian culture, history, and the profound themes
of love and loss. This manuscript, penned by the renowned American poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, is not only a literary masterpiece but also a
significant historical document that reflects the Acadian expulsion of the
18th century. In this article, we will delve into the origins of the
Evangeline Manuscript, its literary significance, and its impact on both
Acadian identity and American literature.

Origins of the Evangeline Manuscript

The Evangeline Manuscript was inspired by the real historical events
surrounding the Acadian deportation, which took place in the mid-1700s. The
Acadians, descendants of French settlers in Canada, faced brutal displacement
from their homeland due to British colonial policies. Longfellow’s work
brings to light the struggles and sorrows of these people through the
fictional tale of Evangeline Bellefontaine, a young woman who is separated
from her beloved Gabriel.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate the Evangeline Manuscript, one must understand the
historical context in which it was created. Key events include:

1. Acadian Expulsion: In 1755, the British government ordered the expulsion
of Acadians from Nova Scotia. This act was motivated by fears of loyalty to
France during the French and Indian War. The deportation was a tragic event
that saw thousands of Acadians forcibly removed from their homes.

2. Cultural Impact: The expulsion led to a significant diaspora, where many
Acadians settled in Louisiana and other parts of North America. This
displacement resulted in a rich cultural blend that influenced music,
cuisine, and language.

3. Longfellow's Research: Longfellow’s interest in Acadian history was
sparked by his reading of the works of other authors, including the writings
of Frances Parkman and the memoirs of Acadian exiles. His desire to capture
the essence of their plight led him to create a narrative that resonated
deeply with both Acadian and American audiences.



Literary Significance

The Evangeline Manuscript is celebrated not just for its historical narrative
but also for its poetic qualities. Written in blank verse, the poem is marked
by its lyrical beauty and emotional depth.

Structure and Style

1. Poetic Form: The poem consists of over 2000 lines, divided into 10
sections. Its use of blank verse allows for a natural flow of language,
making it accessible while still retaining a formal quality.

2. Imagery and Symbolism: Longfellow employs vivid imagery to evoke the
landscapes of Acadia, describing the natural beauty of the region while
juxtaposing it with the pain of separation. Symbolism plays a crucial role,
with characters representing broader themes of love, hope, and resilience.

3. Themes:
- Love and Loss: The central theme of the manuscript revolves around the
enduring love between Evangeline and Gabriel, which persists despite their
separation.
- Exile and Identity: Longfellow explores the profound impact of exile on
personal and cultural identity, questioning what it means to belong.
- Hope and Resilience: Despite the tragedies faced by the Acadians, the poem
conveys a sense of hope, suggesting that love can transcend hardship.

Character Analysis

The characters in the Evangeline Manuscript are richly developed, each
contributing to the overarching narrative.

- Evangeline Bellefontaine: The protagonist, Evangeline, is depicted as a
devoted and resilient young woman. Her journey reflects the struggles of many
Acadians, embodying the pain of separation while also representing hope.

- Gabriel Lajeunesse: Evangeline’s beloved, Gabriel, is portrayed as a noble
and steadfast character. His love for Evangeline remains unwavering despite
the trials they face.

- Supporting Characters: The manuscript features a range of supporting
characters, such as the Acadian villagers, who collectively represent the
strength and spirit of the Acadian community.



Impact on Acadian Identity

The Evangeline Manuscript has played a crucial role in shaping Acadian
identity and preserving their history. Longfellow’s work brought national and
international attention to the plight of the Acadians, fostering a sense of
pride in their unique culture.

Revival of Acadian Culture

1. Cultural Renaissance: Following the publication of Evangeline in 1847,
there was a revival of interest in Acadian culture, language, and traditions.
Longfellow’s portrayal of Acadian life inspired a new generation to embrace
their heritage.

2. Literary and Artistic Influence: The manuscript has influenced numerous
artists, writers, and musicians, leading to the creation of works that
celebrate Acadian history and culture. It has become a symbol of Acadian
resilience and identity.

3. Commemorative Events: Various events and festivals, such as the Evangeline
Festival in Grand Pré, Nova Scotia, celebrate the themes and characters of
the manuscript, further embedding it in Acadian culture.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The legacy of the Evangeline Manuscript extends beyond its historical context
and literary significance. It continues to resonate with contemporary
audiences and remains relevant in discussions about displacement, identity,
and the human experience.

Modern Interpretations

1. Adaptations: The story of Evangeline has been adapted into various forms,
including music, theater, and visual arts. These interpretations often
highlight the timelessness of Longfellow’s themes.

2. Social Commentary: In an era marked by global displacement and migration,
the Evangeline Manuscript serves as a poignant reminder of the enduring
effects of exile and the importance of preserving cultural identity.

3. Educational Value: The manuscript is often included in educational
curricula, allowing students to explore themes of love, loss, and resilience
while gaining a deeper understanding of Acadian history.



Conclusion

The Evangeline Manuscript stands as a testament to the power of literature to
capture the complexities of human experience. Through its exploration of
love, loss, and identity, Longfellow’s work not only sheds light on the
historical plight of the Acadians but also resonates with contemporary issues
of displacement and cultural preservation. Its impact on Acadian identity and
American literature is profound, making it an enduring piece of cultural
heritage that continues to inspire and educate future generations. As we
reflect on the themes and characters of Evangeline, we are reminded of the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Evangeline Manuscript?
The Evangeline Manuscript is a historical document believed to be a
collection of writings related to the Acadian people's history, particularly
focusing on the life of Evangeline, a fictional character created by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow in his narrative poem 'Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie.'

Who authored the Evangeline poem that inspired the
manuscript?
The poem 'Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie' was authored by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow and published in 1847, portraying the story of a young Acadian
woman searching for her lost love during the Acadian expulsion.

What historical events does the Evangeline
Manuscript reference?
The manuscript references the Acadian expulsion of the 18th century,
detailing the displacement and struggles of the Acadian people during this
tumultuous period in Canadian history.

Why is the Evangeline Manuscript significant to
Acadian culture?
The Evangeline Manuscript is significant because it encapsulates the Acadian
experience, preserves their history, and highlights themes of love, loss, and
resilience, making it an important cultural artifact for the Acadian
community.



Where can the Evangeline Manuscript be found today?
The Evangeline Manuscript is primarily housed in various archives and
libraries in Canada and the United States, including the Library of Congress
and the Université de Moncton, where it is available for scholarly research.

What impact did Longfellow's Evangeline have on
American literature?
Longfellow's 'Evangeline' had a profound impact on American literature by
popularizing the themes of romanticism and nationalism, influencing future
writers to explore American history and folklore through poetic narratives.

Are there adaptations of the Evangeline story beyond
the manuscript?
Yes, the story of Evangeline has been adapted into various forms of art,
including stage plays, films, and musical compositions, further cementing its
place in both Acadian and broader cultural narratives.

What themes are prominent in the Evangeline
Manuscript?
Prominent themes in the Evangeline Manuscript include love, loss, exile, and
the enduring strength of cultural identity, reflecting the struggles faced by
the Acadian people during their displacement.

How has the Evangeline Manuscript contributed to the
understanding of Acadian identity?
The Evangeline Manuscript contributes to the understanding of Acadian
identity by documenting their historical narrative, emphasizing their
cultural resilience, and fostering a sense of pride and connection within the
Acadian community.
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