
the field guide to evil

the field guide to evil is a unique anthology film that delves into the darker corners of folklore and
horror from around the world. This cinematic project brings together diverse tales of terror, each
segment directed by a filmmaker from a different country, creating a rich tapestry of global evil and
myth. The field guide to evil explores various cultural narratives involving demons, witches, spirits,
and other malevolent forces, offering viewers a comprehensive insight into how evil is perceived and
portrayed internationally. This article will examine the film's origins, thematic elements, and cultural
significance, as well as its impact on the horror genre. Additionally, it will cover the film’s
production details and the unique storytelling techniques employed. A detailed table of contents
follows to guide the exploration of this compelling anthology.
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Overview of The Field Guide to Evil
The field guide to evil is an anthology horror film composed of eight segments, each inspired by
legends, myths, and folk tales from different countries. It was created to showcase the diverse ways
in which evil manifests across cultures, blending horror with traditional storytelling. The film was
conceived as a collaboration among international directors, each contributing a story rooted in their
native folklore. The segments range from supernatural horror to psychological terror, providing a
varied yet cohesive viewing experience. The film’s structure allows it to function as a cinematic
compendium, a “guide” to evil entities and narratives from across the globe.

Concept and Inspiration
The inspiration behind the field guide to evil was to explore how ancient stories of evil continue to
resonate in modern times. By drawing from folklore, the film connects contemporary audiences with
cultural histories of fear and morality. Each story serves as both entertainment and a reflection of
the societal fears embedded within the culture it represents. The anthology format reinforces the
universality of evil, despite its many local variations.



Segment Summaries
The film’s eight segments represent different countries and their unique horror traditions:

Austria: A tale involving a supernatural creature terrorizing villagers.

Turkey: A story of mystical forces and dark rituals.

India: A narrative exploring traditional beliefs about witches and spirits.

Mexico: A haunting rooted in indigenous mythology.

Serbia: A folklore piece involving curses and spectral beings.

Korea: A ghost story steeped in local superstition.

Romania: A vampire-themed tale inspired by regional legends.

Germany: A dark fairy tale with a sinister twist.

Global Folklore and Mythology in the Film
The field guide to evil draws heavily on global folklore, making it a rich resource for those interested
in mythology and cultural storytelling. Each segment is rooted in the myths and legends of its
respective country, highlighting how evil is conceptualized differently around the world. The film
emphasizes the importance of oral tradition and the transmission of stories that warn, teach, and
terrify.

Role of Folklore in Horror
Folklore serves as the backbone of many horror narratives, providing a framework for supernatural
elements and moral lessons. The field guide to evil uses folklore to elevate its horror beyond mere
shock value, embedding each story with cultural context and significance. This approach allows for a
deeper emotional and psychological impact on viewers, as the stories tap into collective fears and
archetypes.

Examples of Mythological Creatures
The film features a variety of mythological creatures and supernatural entities, including:

Witches and sorcerers

Vengeful spirits and ghosts

Demons and monsters unique to specific cultures



Shapeshifters and cursed beings

These beings are portrayed with cultural accuracy, respecting the source material and enhancing
the authenticity of the stories.

Thematic Elements and Horror Techniques
The field guide to evil explores several thematic elements common to horror, such as fear of the
unknown, the consequences of forbidden knowledge, and the battle between good and evil. The film
also employs a variety of cinematic techniques to heighten suspense and terror.

Common Themes Across Segments
Despite the diverse cultural backgrounds, common themes emerge throughout the anthology,
including:

Isolation and vulnerability

Supernatural retribution

Human frailty in the face of evil

The clash between tradition and modernity

Use of Atmosphere and Visual Style
Each segment utilizes distinct visual styles and atmospheric elements to evoke dread and unease.
Cinematography often focuses on natural landscapes, shadows, and muted colors to create a sense
of foreboding. Sound design and music play crucial roles in building tension and emphasizing
moments of horror. The varied approaches reflect the cultural origins of each story while
maintaining a cohesive eerie tone throughout the film.

Production and Direction
The field guide to evil is notable for its international production team and diverse directing talent.
This collaborative nature is key to the film’s authenticity and variety. The directors bring their
personal cultural insights to the project, ensuring that each story is told with respect and depth.

International Collaboration
The film was produced by a team that sought out talented directors from various countries to



contribute segments. This method fostered a genuine representation of each culture’s folklore and
horror traditions. The production involved coordination across different languages, filming locations,
and creative perspectives, making it a complex but rewarding endeavor.

Directorial Styles
Each director’s unique style contributes to the anthology’s richness. Some segments lean heavily on
psychological horror, while others emphasize supernatural scares or folklore-based morality tales.
This diversity keeps the viewer engaged and highlights the multifaceted nature of evil as a concept.

Cultural Impact and Reception
The field guide to evil has been recognized for its originality and cultural significance within the
horror community. It serves as both entertainment and an educational tool, illustrating how evil and
fear are understood differently worldwide. The film has sparked interest in international folklore and
has contributed to a broader appreciation for global horror cinema.

Critical Response
Critics have praised the film for its ambitious scope and the quality of its segments. The field guide
to evil is often highlighted for its atmospheric storytelling and the authenticity of its source material.
While some segments received more acclaim than others, the anthology as a whole is regarded as a
valuable addition to the genre.

Influence on Horror Genre
The film’s success has encouraged other filmmakers to explore international folklore and cultural
horror narratives. It has helped to diversify the horror genre by introducing audiences to lesser-
known myths and storytelling traditions. This influence extends to both filmmakers and viewers,
fostering greater curiosity about the global dimensions of evil and fear.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Field Guide to Evil' about?
'The Field Guide to Evil' is an anthology horror film that features a collection of dark folk tales from
various countries, exploring different myths and legends through cinematic storytelling.

Who directed 'The Field Guide to Evil'?
The film was directed by a team of international filmmakers, including Benni Diez, Veronika Franz,
Severin Fiala, and several others, each contributing a segment based on their cultural folklore.



Which countries' folklore are featured in 'The Field Guide to
Evil'?
'The Field Guide to Evil' includes folk tales from countries such as Austria, Hungary, Turkey, Poland,
India, Serbia, and the United States, showcasing diverse horror narratives.

When was 'The Field Guide to Evil' released?
The film was released in 2018, premiering at various film festivals before its wider distribution.

What genre does 'The Field Guide to Evil' belong to?
It is primarily a horror anthology film, with elements of folklore, supernatural thriller, and dark
fantasy woven into its stories.

Is 'The Field Guide to Evil' available on streaming platforms?
Availability varies by region and platform, but 'The Field Guide to Evil' can often be found on
streaming services that specialize in horror or independent films, as well as for rent or purchase on
digital stores.

What makes 'The Field Guide to Evil' unique among horror
films?
Its uniqueness lies in the international collaboration of directors and the use of authentic folk tales
from different cultures, offering a diverse and culturally rich horror experience not commonly seen
in mainstream horror cinema.

Additional Resources
1. The Field Guide to Evil: Exploring Dark Mythologies
This book delves into the terrifying and fascinating mythologies that have shaped cultures
worldwide. It examines legendary creatures, sinister villains, and haunting tales that illustrate
humanity’s fears and moral lessons. Richly illustrated, it offers readers an immersive journey into
the darkest corners of folklore.

2. Monsters and Malefactors: A Field Guide to Villainy
Focusing on the archetypes of evil, this guide categorizes notorious monsters, witches, and
malevolent beings found in global folklore. It provides historical context, symbolic meanings, and
modern interpretations, making it a comprehensive resource for understanding the nature of
villainy.

3. Dark Legends: A Field Guide to Supernatural Evil
This book explores supernatural entities that have haunted human imagination, from demons to
cursed spirits. It blends historical documentation with storytelling to reveal how these beings reflect
societal anxieties and cultural taboos. Detailed entries include descriptions, origins, and known
encounters.



4. The Villain's Handbook: A Guide to Evil Characters in Literature and Film
Examining evil through the lens of storytelling, this guide analyzes iconic villains from classic
literature and cinema. It discusses their motivations, narrative roles, and psychological depth,
helping readers understand what makes a compelling antagonist. The book also offers tips for
aspiring writers on crafting believable villains.

5. Wicked Ways: The Field Guide to Historical Infamy
This book profiles real-life figures known for their cruelty and malevolence, from tyrants to
criminals. It investigates their actions, legacies, and the social conditions that enabled their rise.
Through detailed case studies, readers gain insight into the complexities of human evil.

6. Shadow Creatures: A Field Guide to Mythical Beasts of Darkness
Focusing on mythical beasts associated with darkness and evil, this guide explores creatures such as
dragons, wendigos, and chimeras. It provides vivid descriptions, cultural significance, and tales of
encounters that have inspired fear and awe. The book is richly illustrated to bring these creatures to
life.

7. Dark Rituals and Forbidden Magic: A Field Guide to Occult Evil
This volume investigates the dark arts and forbidden practices linked to evil in various cultures. It
covers rituals, spells, and magical objects reputed to summon or control malevolent forces. The book
combines scholarly research with folklore to present an intriguing look at occult traditions.

8. The Psychology of Evil: Understanding the Mind Behind Darkness
This guide approaches evil from a psychological perspective, examining what drives individuals to
commit harmful acts. It discusses theories of morality, psychopathy, and social influence, supported
by case studies and experiments. The book aims to deepen readers’ understanding of human
behavior and ethics.

9. Guardians of the Light: Defenders Against Evil in Myth and Legend
While focusing on evil, this book highlights heroes and protectors who combat darkness in myths
and legends. It profiles warriors, shamans, and supernatural beings that serve as counterforces to
evil. Through their stories, readers learn about courage, sacrifice, and the enduring battle between
good and evil.
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