
the fifty united states quarter dollar
collection
the fifty united states quarter dollar collection is a celebrated series of
commemorative coins issued by the United States Mint that highlights each of
the 50 states in the Union. Launched in 1999, this collection showcases
unique designs on the reverse side of the quarter dollar, making it a
favorite among numismatists and history enthusiasts alike. Each coin reflects
significant symbols, landmarks, or historical elements that define the
cultural and historical identity of its respective state. The program ran
through 2008, producing a total of 50 different quarters, each with a
distinct design and story. This comprehensive article delves into the
origins, features, and significance of the fifty united states quarter dollar
collection, providing detailed insights into its design process, collecting
tips, and the impact on American coinage. Readers will gain a thorough
understanding of this iconic series and why it remains a popular collector’s
item today. The following sections will explore the history and background,
design highlights, collecting strategies, and notable variations within the
collection.
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History and Background of the Fifty United
States Quarter Dollar Collection
The fifty united states quarter dollar collection was initiated by the United
States Mint as part of the 50 State Quarters Program, which began in 1999 and
concluded in 2008. This program was established to honor the unique heritage
and contributions of each state through circulating coinage. Prior to this
initiative, quarter designs remained largely unchanged since the Washington
quarter's inception in 1932. The new program allowed for a fresh, artistic
approach to the quarter, engaging the public and collectors with diverse
state-specific imagery.

The program was authorized by the United States Congress and was designed to



bolster interest in coin collecting among the general population. Each year,
five new state quarters were released, presented in the order that the states
ratified the Constitution or were admitted to the Union. This systematic
release schedule encouraged continuous engagement and allowed collectors to
anticipate upcoming designs.

Moreover, the program was a commercial success, significantly increasing the
demand for quarters and coin-related products. It also served an educational
purpose, highlighting notable state landmarks, historical figures, and
cultural icons. The fifty united states quarter dollar collection marked a
turning point in American numismatics by combining artistry, history, and
commerce in a single coin series.

Design Themes and Highlights
The design of each quarter in the fifty united states quarter dollar
collection is distinct and tailored to represent the heritage and identity of
each state. The reverse side of the quarter features images that symbolize
what makes each state unique, while the obverse side retains the image of
George Washington. This blend of tradition and innovation characterizes the
collection.

Common Design Elements
While each quarter is unique, several common elements unify the series. These
include the inscriptions of the state’s name, the year of statehood, and the
phrase “E Pluribus Unum.” Additionally, the motto “In God We Trust” and the
word “Liberty” appear on the obverse side along with Washington’s portrait.
The reverse designs vary widely, with themes ranging from historical events
to natural landmarks.

Notable Designs and Symbols
Some of the most remarkable designs in the fifty united states quarter dollar
collection include:

California: Depicts naturalist John Muir and the state’s iconic
landscape, including Yosemite’s Half Dome.

Texas: Features the Lone Star, a symbol of Texan independence and pride.

New York: Illustrates the Statue of Liberty alongside the state outline.

Florida: Showcases a Spanish galleon and a palm tree, representing the
state’s maritime history and tropical environment.

Alaska: Highlights a grizzly bear with a salmon, symbolic of the state’s
wildlife.



These designs not only celebrate state pride but also educate the public
about the unique stories and symbols associated with each state.

Collecting the Fifty United States Quarters
The fifty united states quarter dollar collection quickly became a popular
pursuit for both casual and serious coin collectors. The accessibility of
quarters in everyday circulation made it easy for individuals to participate
in collecting without significant initial investment.

Types of Collections
Collectors often pursue different types of collections within the fifty
united states quarter dollar series, including:

Circulated Sets: Quarters collected from everyday use, often showing
wear but complete in terms of state representation.

Uncirculated Sets: Coins in mint condition, often purchased directly
from the U.S. Mint or preserved carefully to maintain their original
luster.

Proof Sets: Specially minted coins with a polished finish, designed for
collectors and not intended for general circulation.

Complete State Sets: Collections that include all quarters from the
series, sometimes accompanied by special edition packaging or albums.

Tips for Collectors
Collectors aiming to build a comprehensive fifty united states quarter dollar
collection should consider the following strategies:

Start by gathering quarters from everyday transactions, focusing on1.
acquiring each state’s coin.

Invest in official coin sets from the U.S. Mint to obtain uncirculated2.
or proof versions.

Use coin albums or holders designed specifically for the fifty united3.
states quarter dollar collection to organize and protect coins.

Stay informed about rare variations or errors, which can increase the4.
value and interest of certain coins.

Engage with coin collecting communities and forums for advice, trading5.
opportunities, and educational resources.



Variations and Rare Coins in the Collection
Although the fifty united states quarter dollar collection consists
predominantly of standard circulating coins, some variations and rare
examples have attracted significant attention from collectors. These
variations often arise from minting errors, limited production issues, or
unique features.

Mint Marks and Production Differences
Each quarter in the collection was produced at one or more of the U.S. Mint
facilities, including Philadelphia (no mint mark or "P"), Denver ("D"), and
San Francisco ("S" for proof coins). The presence and type of mint mark can
influence the rarity and value of a specific quarter.

Notable Error Coins
Error coins within the fifty united states quarter dollar collection are
highly sought after. Common errors include:

Double Die Errors: Coins showing doubling of the design elements,
particularly on the date or lettering.

Off-Center Strikes: Coins where the design is not centered properly,
resulting in an incomplete image.

Planchet Errors: Quarters struck on incorrect metal blanks or with
imperfections in the metal.

Die Cracks or Cuds: Raised lines or blobs on the coin surface caused by
die damage.

Collectors value these error coins for their rarity and uniqueness, often
commanding premium prices in the market.

Impact and Legacy of the Collection
The fifty united states quarter dollar collection has left a lasting impact
on American coinage and numismatic culture. Its innovative approach to
incorporating state-specific designs revitalized public interest in coin
collecting and set a precedent for future commemorative coin programs. The
program demonstrated how circulating currency could serve as a canvas for
storytelling and education.

Following the success of the fifty united states quarter dollar collection,
the U.S. Mint launched subsequent series such as the America the Beautiful



Quarters Program, which continued the tradition of celebrating national parks
and historic sites. The fifty united states quarter dollar collection remains
a foundational series for collectors and historians, symbolizing a decade-
long celebration of state heritage through currency.

In addition to its cultural significance, the collection contributed to the
economic success of the U.S. Mint by increasing coin sales and attracting new
collectors. It also fostered community engagement through educational
initiatives and collecting events centered around the series.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Fifty United States Quarter Dollar
Collection?
The Fifty United States Quarter Dollar Collection is a series of 50 quarters
issued by the United States Mint, each representing one of the 50 states with
unique designs celebrating their history, culture, or symbols.

When was the Fifty United States Quarter Dollar
Collection released?
The collection was released over a period from 1999 to 2008, with five new
state quarters issued each year in the order that the states ratified the
Constitution or were admitted to the Union.

How can I start a Fifty United States Quarter Dollar
Collection?
To start the collection, you can collect quarters from circulation, buy them
from coin dealers, or purchase official sets from the United States Mint that
include all 50 state quarters.

Are the Fifty United States Quarters valuable?
Most of the state quarters are worth their face value of 25 cents, but
certain rare errors, proof versions, or quarters in pristine condition can be
more valuable to collectors.

What is the significance of the designs on the Fifty
United States Quarters?
Each quarter design features imagery that highlights important historical
events, landmarks, or cultural symbols unique to the respective state,
helping to educate the public and celebrate America's diversity.



Additional Resources
1. The Official Red Book: A Guide Book of United States Coins
This comprehensive guide by R.S. Yeoman is an essential resource for coin
collectors, including detailed information about the 50 State Quarters
series. It covers coin values, mint marks, and historical context. The book
also provides high-quality images and tips on identifying rare and valuable
coins, making it ideal for both beginners and experienced collectors.

2. The 50 State Quarters: A Complete Collection Guide
This book offers a detailed overview of the 50 State Quarters program,
highlighting each state's unique design and historical significance. It
includes information on mintage numbers, variations, and tips for completing
a collection. Collectors will appreciate the clear photographs and easy-to-
understand descriptions.

3. State Quarters: The First Five Years
Focusing on the initial years of the 50 State Quarters series, this book
explores the first 25 quarters issued from 1999 to 2003. It discusses the
design process, state selection, and the impact on coin collecting. The
author provides insights into the market trends and how these coins
influenced numismatics.

4. Collecting the 50 State Quarters: A Beginner’s Guide
Designed for new collectors, this guide explains how to start and maintain a
50 State Quarters collection. It covers basics such as grading, storage, and
spotting counterfeit coins. The book is filled with helpful tips and
straightforward advice to make collecting enjoyable and rewarding.

5. The History Behind the 50 State Quarters
This book delves into the stories and symbolism behind each state design
featured in the quarters series. It offers historical background and cultural
significance, enriching the collector’s understanding of the coins. The
narrative style makes it both informative and engaging.

6. 50 State Quarters: Minting America’s Heritage
Highlighting the artistic and numismatic aspects, this book examines how the
50 State Quarters program reflects American heritage. It includes interviews
with designers and insights into the U.S. Mint’s production process. The book
is richly illustrated with images of the coins and related memorabilia.

7. Rare and Valuable 50 State Quarters
This specialized guide identifies key rare varieties, errors, and high-grade
coins within the 50 State Quarters series. It provides market values and tips
for spotting undervalued pieces. Collectors looking to expand or refine their
collections will find this book particularly useful.

8. The Complete Guide to State Quarter Collecting
This all-encompassing guide covers everything from the history and design to
collecting strategies and storage solutions. It includes checklists and
charts to help collectors track their progress. The book’s comprehensive



approach makes it a handy reference for anyone interested in the series.

9. 50 State Quarters: Beyond the Basics
Aimed at intermediate and advanced collectors, this book explores deeper
aspects of the series including die varieties, mint errors, and grading
nuances. It also discusses investment potential and future trends in the 50
State Quarters market. Detailed photographs and expert commentary enhance the
learning experience.
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