the first thanksgiving by linda hayward

The First Thanksgiving by Linda Hayward is a beautifully crafted narrative that explores the historical
event of Thanksgiving, blending facts with engaging storytelling aimed at children. This article delves
into the context of the first Thanksgiving, the key figures involved, and the lasting significance of this
holiday, as portrayed in Hayward's work.

The Historical Context of Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving, as we know it today, is often perceived as a time for family gatherings, feasting, and
expressing gratitude. However, its origins date back to the early 17th century, during a time of great
hardship and survival for the early settlers in America.

The Pilgrims' Journey

The Pilgrims were a group of English settlers who sought religious freedom. Their journey to America
began with:

1. Departure from England: In September 1620, aboard the Mayflower, they left England, seeking a
new life in the New World.

2. Challenging Voyage: The voyage was perilous, lasting 66 days and resulting in a difficult arrival in
the harsh winter of Massachusetts.

3. Establishing Plymouth Colony: Upon reaching the New World, they established Plymouth Colony,
facing immediate challenges in their new environment.

Linda Hayward's narrative captures the struggles and resilience of the Pilgrims, emphasizing their
determination to build a new home despite the odds.

The Wampanoag People

The Pilgrims did not arrive in a deserted land; they encountered the Wampanoag people, who had
lived in the region for thousands of years. Hayward highlights the significance of this interaction:

- Cultural Exchange: The two groups learned from one another, sharing knowledge about agricultural
practices and local resources.

- Mutual Assistance: The Wampanoag offered crucial support, teaching the Pilgrims how to cultivate
corn, beans, and squash, often referred to as the "Three Sisters."

This relationship was pivotal for the survival of the Pilgrims and is a central theme in Hayward’s
retelling of the Thanksgiving story.



The First Thanksgiving Feast

The first Thanksgiving took place in the autumn of 1621, after the Pilgrims' first successful harvest.
Hayward describes this celebratory event as a three-day feast that brought together the Pilgrims and
the Wampanoag.



