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The Flat Earth Society: A Bad Religion

The Flat Earth Society, an organization that advocates for the belief that
the Earth is flat rather than spherical, has garnered attention over the
years, often being labeled as a "bad religion." This designation stems from
the group's promotion of pseudoscientific claims, its rejection of
established scientific consensus, and the implications of its ideology on
education and public discourse. In this article, we will explore the origins
of the Flat Earth Society, its beliefs, the reasons it is considered a bad
religion, and the societal impact of its ideology.

Origins of the Flat Earth Society

The concept of a flat Earth has ancient roots, with various cultures
believing in a flat, disc-like shape of the world. However, the modern Flat
Earth Society was officially founded in 1956 by Samuel Shenton in the United
Kingdom. The society aimed to promote the idea that the Earth is flat and to
challenge the scientific consensus that dates back to the ancient Greeks.

In the following decades, the society saw a decline in membership, especially
with the rise of the space age, which provided overwhelming visual evidence
of the Earth's roundness. However, the advent of the internet in the late
20th and early 21st centuries allowed for a resurgence of interest in flat
Earth theories. This revival was marked by the creation of online communities
and social media groups that spread flat Earth ideology, often appealing to
conspiracy theories and distrust of authority.

Core Beliefs of the Flat Earth Society

The Flat Earth Society holds several core beliefs that are central to its
ideology:

1. The Earth is Flat
Members believe that the Earth is a flat disc rather than a sphere. They
argue that the visual evidence we see, such as the horizon appearing flat,
supports their view.

2. Rejection of Scientific Evidence
The society dismisses centuries of scientific evidence, including photographs
from space, satellite data, and the principles of physics that support a
spherical Earth. They argue that these are either fabricated or
misinterpreted.



3. Conspiracy Theories
Flat Earthers often subscribe to broader conspiracy theories, suggesting that
governments, scientists, and educators are involved in a massive cover-up to
conceal the truth about the Earth's shape. They believe that this conspiracy
is intended to control or manipulate the population.

4. Alternative Explanations for Phenomena
The society presents alternative explanations for various phenomena, such as
gravity, the curvature of the Earth, and celestial events. These explanations
are often based on misinterpretations of physics or selective readings of
evidence.

Why the Flat Earth Society is Considered a Bad
Religion

The Flat Earth Society is often labeled as a "bad religion" for several
reasons that reflect its impact on individuals and society at large.

1. Pseudoscience
The society promotes pseudoscientific claims that lack empirical support.
This undermines the scientific method and the importance of evidence-based
reasoning. By advocating for beliefs that contradict established science, the
society contributes to a culture of misinformation and skepticism towards
legitimate scientific inquiry.

2. Erosion of Critical Thinking
Membership in the Flat Earth Society often discourages critical thinking and
skepticism of one’s own beliefs. Instead of fostering a mindset that
questions and evaluates evidence, adherents may become entrenched in their
views, viewing dissent as part of the conspiracy against them.

3. Impact on Education
The promotion of flat Earth beliefs can have detrimental effects on
education. When children or young adults are exposed to these ideas, it can
undermine their understanding of basic scientific principles such as
astronomy, physics, and geography. Educators may find it increasingly
challenging to teach scientific concepts when students question fundamental
ideas due to misinformation.

4. Social Division and Polarization
The rise of the Flat Earth Society contributes to broader societal divisions.
As more individuals adopt flat Earth beliefs, they often become part of echo
chambers that reinforce their views, making it challenging to engage in
constructive dialogue. This polarization can lead to conflict and a breakdown
in community cohesion, as differing beliefs become a source of contention.



5. Distrust in Authority and Experts
The society’s foundation is built on a profound distrust of authority
figures, including scientists, educators, and government officials. This
sentiment can extend beyond flat Earth beliefs, leading to a general
skepticism towards expertise and evidence-based policies. This distrust can
hinder collective action on critical issues such as climate change, public
health, and education reform.

The Role of Social Media in the Flat Earth
Movement

The rise of social media has played a significant role in the resurgence of
flat Earth beliefs. Platforms like Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter have
provided a space for flat Earthers to share content, connect with like-minded
individuals, and propagate their ideas. This digital environment allows for
the rapid spread of misinformation and the formation of communities that
reinforce these beliefs.

1. Creation of Echo Chambers
Social media enables the formation of echo chambers where flat Earth
believers can connect without encountering opposing views. This isolation
from dissenting opinions can solidify their beliefs and make it more
challenging for them to engage with credible information.

2. Misinformation and Viral Content
The algorithms of social media platforms often prioritize sensational content
that can go viral. Flat Earth claims, which are often provocative and
counterintuitive, can attract attention and spread rapidly, further
entrenching misconceptions and encouraging others to join the movement.

3. Online Communities
The Flat Earth Society and similar groups have established online communities
that provide support and validation for members. This sense of belonging can
be appealing, especially for individuals who may feel marginalized or
disconnected from mainstream society.

Countering the Flat Earth Movement

Despite the challenges posed by the Flat Earth Society, there are several
ways to counter its influence and promote scientific literacy:

1. Education and Outreach
Educators can play a pivotal role in countering misinformation by providing
accurate information about the Earth’s shape and the scientific principles



behind it. Engaging students with hands-on experiments, interactive lessons,
and discussions about the scientific method can foster critical thinking
skills.

2. Promoting Scientific Literacy
Public campaigns aimed at promoting scientific literacy can help individuals
understand the importance of evidence-based reasoning. Organizations and
scientists can work together to create accessible resources that explain
complex scientific concepts in relatable terms.

3. Engaging with Communities
Open and respectful dialogue with individuals who hold flat Earth beliefs can
help bridge the gap between differing viewpoints. Listening to their concerns
and addressing misconceptions with empathy can create a pathway for
constructive conversation.

4. Media Literacy Programs
Encouraging media literacy can empower individuals to critically evaluate the
information they consume online. Teaching skills such as fact-checking,
source evaluation, and recognizing bias can help combat the spread of
misinformation.

Conclusion

The Flat Earth Society represents a troubling example of how pseudoscience
can gain traction in modern society. Its beliefs challenge established
scientific consensus and contribute to a culture of misinformation,
skepticism, and distrust. By understanding the origins and implications of
the flat Earth movement, we can better equip ourselves to engage with those
who hold these beliefs and reinforce the importance of scientific literacy
and critical thinking in our communities. Addressing the influence of this
"bad religion" requires a collective effort to promote education, media
literacy, and open dialogue, ensuring that future generations are empowered
to discern fact from fiction in an increasingly complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Flat Earth Society's view on the shape of
the Earth?

The Flat Earth Society asserts that the Earth is flat, rejecting the widely
accepted scientific consensus that the Earth is an oblate spheroid.

How does the Flat Earth Society justify their beliefs



against scientific evidence?

The Flat Earth Society often claims that mainstream science is part of a
conspiracy to mislead the public, using anecdotal evidence and
misinterpretations of data to support their views.

What role does religion play in the Flat Earth
Society's beliefs?

Some members of the Flat Earth Society incorporate religious beliefs into
their worldview, arguing that certain interpretations of religious texts
support the notion of a flat Earth.

How has the Flat Earth Society influenced pop culture
and discussions about science?

The Flat Earth Society has gained attention in pop culture through social
media, documentaries, and public events, sparking debates about scientific
literacy and critical thinking.

What are the criticisms faced by the Flat Earth
Society from the scientific community?

The scientific community criticizes the Flat Earth Society for promoting
pseudoscience, misunderstanding basic physical principles, and undermining
education and factual knowledge.
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