the forgotten carols sheet music

The Forgotten Carols sheet music is a treasure trove for musicians and vocalists alike, offering a
unique collection of holiday music that evokes the spirit of Christmas in a fresh and inspiring way.
While many people are familiar with traditional carols, such as "Silent Night" and "O Holy Night," "The
Forgotten Carols" presents a rich tapestry of songs that tell the story of the Christmas season through
the eyes of lesser-known characters. Composed by renowned musician and author Michael McLean,
this collection has resonated with audiences for decades. In this article, we will explore the history,
significance, and ways to access the sheet music for "The Forgotten Carols."

Understanding The Forgotten Carols

"The Forgotten Carols" is not just a collection of songs; it’s a theatrical experience that combines
music with storytelling. The work was first performed in 1991 and has since become a beloved holiday
tradition for many families and communities.

Background and Inspiration

Michael McLean was inspired to create "The Forgotten Carols" after reflecting on the traditional
Nativity story and the various characters involved. The music captures the essence of Christmas,
focusing on figures who often go unnoticed in the narrative, such as the innkeeper, the shepherds,
and even the animals present at Christ's birth. McLean's intent was to give voice to these characters,
creating a more rounded and inclusive depiction of the Christmas story.

Key Themes

The themes of "The Forgotten Carols" revolve around:
* Hope and Redemption: Many of the songs convey messages of hope, love, and the promise
of redemption that resonates deeply during the Christmas season.

e Celebration of Community: The songs emphasize the importance of family and community,
bringing people together in celebration.

* Reflection on the True Meaning of Christmas: By focusing on lesser-known characters, the
music encourages listeners to reflect on the deeper significance of the holiday.



The Music and Its Composition

One of the most intriguing aspects of "The Forgotten Carols" is its musical composition. McLean's
ability to blend poignant lyrics with captivating melodies creates an engaging listening experience.

Notable Songs in The Forgotten Carols

Some of the standout songs in this collection include:
1. The Innkeeper: A reflective piece that captures the innkeeper's perspective and his feelings of
regret and hope.

2. The Shepherd's Song: A lively tune that brings the shepherds' excitement to life as they
witness the miracle of Christ's birth.

3. The Christmas Wish: A heartfelt song that expresses the universal desires of love, peace, and
joy during the holiday season.

4. Joseph's Song: A poignant ballad that provides insight into Joseph's thoughts and emotions as
he navigates his unique role in the Nativity story.

Each song is crafted to convey a story, making them not only enjoyable to sing but also meaningful to
perform.

Accessing The Forgotten Carols Sheet Music

For musicians and choirs eager to perform these songs, accessing the sheet music is essential.
Fortunately, there are several avenues to obtain "The Forgotten Carols" sheet music.

Purchasing Options

1. Official Website: The best place to start is Michael McLean's official website. Here, you can find a
variety of sheet music options available for purchase, including individual songs and complete
collections.

2. Music Retailers: Many music retailers, both online and brick-and-mortar, carry "The Forgotten
Carols" sheet music. Websites like Amazon, Sheet Music Plus, and other dedicated music stores often
have these collections available.

3. Local Music Shops: Supporting local businesses can also yield results. Many local music shops carry
popular holiday sheet music and may have "The Forgotten Carols" in their inventory.



4. Digital Downloads: For convenience, many retailers offer digital downloads of the sheet music. This
option allows you to print the music immediately, making it easy to start rehearsing without delay.

Arrangements and Adaptations

"The Forgotten Carols" sheet music is often available in various arrangements suitable for different
skill levels and ensembles. When searching for sheet music, consider the following:

- Vocal Arrangements: Look for scores tailored for solo singers, duets, or choirs. These arrangements
may include harmonies and vocal parts suited for different voice types.

- Instrumental Arrangements: In addition to vocal music, instrumental arrangements for piano, guitar,
and other instruments are often available. These can be used for solo performances or as

accompaniment for vocalists.

- Theatrical Scores: If you're interested in putting on a full production of "The Forgotten Carols," seek
out theatrical scores that include dialogue and staging notes along with the music.

Performing The Forgotten Carols

Once you have the sheet music, the next step is preparing for a performance. Here are some tips to
ensure a successful rendition of "The Forgotten Carols."

Rehearsal Tips

- Start Early: Allow ample time for rehearsals, especially for larger groups like choirs. Familiarity with
the music can enhance performance quality.

- Focus on Storytelling: Encourage performers to connect with the characters and stories behind the
songs. This emotional connection will translate into a more impactful performance.

- Incorporate Movement: If appropriate, consider adding simple movements or staging to enhance the
storytelling aspect of the performance.

- Engage the Audience: Invite the audience to participate, whether through singing along or engaging
with the narrative. This can create a warm, communal atmosphere.

Community Performances

Consider organizing community performances of "The Forgotten Carols" to spread holiday cheer.
Community centers, churches, and schools can serve as venues for these performances, allowing
people of all ages to experience the music and message of the carols.



Conclusion

The Forgotten Carols sheet music is more than just a collection of songs; it's an opportunity to
enrich the holiday experience through music and storytelling. By exploring the themes, accessing the
sheet music, and preparing for performances, musicians and choirs can share the beauty and
meaning of these forgotten carols with audiences far and wide. This holiday season, consider bringing
"The Forgotten Carols" into your celebrations, ensuring that the stories and songs of Christmas
resonate with everyone who hears them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'The Forgotten Carols' and why are they significant?

‘The Forgotten Carols' is a musical work created by Michael McLean that tells the story of the birth of
Christ through the perspectives of lesser-known characters. It is significant for its unique storytelling
approach and the emotional depth of its music.

Where can | find sheet music for ‘'The Forgotten Carols'?

Sheet music for 'The Forgotten Carols' can typically be found on music retail websites, Michael
McLean's official website, or through various online sheet music platforms.

Is the sheet music for 'The Forgotten Carols' available for
free?

While some resources may offer free arrangements or excerpts, the official sheet music for 'The
Forgotten Carols' is usually available for purchase to support the creator.

What instruments are included in the arrangements for 'The
Forgotten Carols'?

The arrangements of 'The Forgotten Carols' often include piano, vocals, and sometimes additional
instruments such as strings or woodwinds, depending on the specific arrangement.

Can 'The Forgotten Carols' be performed by a choir?

‘The Forgotten Carols' can definitely be performed by a choir, as many arrangements cater to group
performances, allowing for harmonies and collective storytelling.

Are there any vocal ranges specified in the sheet music for
‘The Forgotten Carols'?

Yes, the sheet music usually specifies vocal ranges for different parts, making it suitable for various
voice types, including soprano, alto, tenor, and bass.



How long does it typically take to learn the music from 'The
Forgotten Carols'?

The time it takes to learn the music varies by individual and skill level, but most performers can
expect to spend a few weeks to a couple of months preparing for a performance.

What themes are explored in 'The Forgotten Carols'?

Themes in 'The Forgotten Carols' include love, hope, redemption, and the importance of recognizing
the often overlooked characters from the Christmas story.

Is there an accompanying CD or recording for 'The Forgotten
Carols'?

Yes, there are several recordings available, including original cast recordings and various artist
renditions, which provide a great reference for learning the music.

Can 'The Forgotten Carols' be used for church performances?

Absolutely, 'The Forgotten Carols' is often performed in church settings, particularly during the
Christmas season, as its message aligns well with Christian themes.
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