the gallaudet dictionary of american sign language

The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language is a comprehensive reference work that has become
an essential resource for anyone interested in learning American Sign Language (ASL). Published by
Gallaudet University Press, this dictionary serves both as a guide for communication and as a cultural
artifact that reflects the rich history and development of ASL. In this article, we will explore the
significance of the Gallaudet Dictionary, its features, its impact on ASL education, and how it benefits

learners and teachers alike.

Understanding American Sign Language

American Sign Language is a visual language that employs signs made by moving the hands, combined
with facial expressions and body language. It is the primary language of many Deaf and Hard of Hearing
individuals in the United States and parts of Canada. ASL is not merely a signed version of English; it has its

own grammar, syntax, and cultural nuances.

The Importance of a Dictionary

A dictionary is crucial for any language, and the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language plays an

essential role in standardizing ASL signs. Here are several reasons why it is important:

1. Standardization: With numerous regional variations of ASL, having a standardized dictionary helps
ensure consistent communication among users.

2. Education: The dictionary serves as a vital tool for educators and students, allowing them to reference
signs accurately.

3. Cultural Preservation: By documenting signs and their meanings, the dictionary contributes to the
preservation of Deaf culture and language.

4. Accessibility: It provides a resource for hearing individuals who wish to learn ASL, fostering better

communication and understanding.

Features of the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language

The Gallaudet Dictionary is packed with features that enhance its usability for learners of all levels. Some

notable features include:



Extensive Vocabulary

The dictionary includes thousands of signs, covering a wide range of categories:
- Common everyday signs: Basic vocabulary for daily interactions.

- Academic terms: Signs relevant to education and professional fields.

- Cultural signs: Terms that reflect the unique aspects of Deaf culture.

Ilustrations and Visual Representation

One of the standout features of the Gallaudet Dictionary is its use of illustrations. Each entry typically

includes:

- Clear illustrations: Visuals demonstrate how to perform each sign accurately.

- Facial expression guidance: Notes on the importance of facial expressions in conveying meaning.

Phonetic Transcriptions

While ASL is a visual language, the dictionary provides phonetic transcriptions to help users understand
the signs in the context of spoken language. This feature is particularly helpful for those who are more

familiar with English and are transitioning to ASL.

Contextual Examples

The dictionary often includes contextual examples to show how signs can be used in sentences, allowing
learners to see the practical application of vocabulary. This helps reinforce learning and enhances

comprehension.

The Impact of the Gallaudet Dictionary on ASL Education

The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language has had a profound impact on the way ASL is taught

and learned. Here are some of the ways it has shaped ASL education:



Standard Curriculum Resource

Many ASL programs in schools and universities utilize the Gallaudet Dictionary as a primary resource. This

standardization helps ensure that students receive consistent instruction and can effectively communicate

using ASL.

Facilitating Teacher Training

Educators who teach ASL benefit from the dictionary’s comprehensive entries. It aids in lesson planning

and provides a reliable reference for teachers who may not be fluent in ASL themselves.

Promoting Awareness and Understanding

The dictionary also plays a role in promoting awareness of Deaf culture and the importance of ASL in the
broader community. By providing clear definitions and context, it helps bridge the gap between hearing

and Deaf individuals.

Using the Gallaudet Dictionary Effectively

For those looking to use the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language, here are some tips for

maximizing its effectiveness:

Start with Basic Vocabulary

If you are new to ASL, begin by learning essential signs that are commonly used in everyday conversation.

This includes greetings, common phrases, and basic nouns.

Practice Regularly

Regular practice is key to mastering ASL. Use the dictionary to look up new signs, and practice them daily.

Consider:

- Daily sign practice: Spend at least 15-30 minutes a day learning and practicing new signs.

- Flashcards: Create flashcards with illustrations and meanings to reinforce learning.



Engage with the Deaf Community

To become fluent in ASL, engaging with the Deaf community is invaluable. Attend Deaf events, join clubs,
or participate in online forums. This real-world practice will enhance your skills and deepen your

understanding of Deaf culture.

Utilize Online Resources

In addition to the Gallaudet Dictionary, various online resources can aid your ASL learning. Look for

reputable websites, video tutorials, and mobile apps that complement the dictionary.

Conclusion

The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language is more than just a compilation of signs; it is a vital
resource that supports the learning and teaching of ASL. Its extensive vocabulary, visual aids, and cultural
insights make it an indispensable tool for educators, students, and anyone interested in the Deaf community.
By embracing this dictionary, learners can enhance their understanding of ASL and contribute to a more
inclusive society where communication barriers are minimized. Whether you are a beginner or looking to
deepen your knowledge, the Gallaudet Dictionary will serve as your trusted companion on your journey

to fluency in American Sign Language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language?

The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language is a comprehensive reference book that provides
definitions, illustrations, and examples of American Sign Language (ASL) signs, aimed at both learners and
fluent users of ASL.

Who developed the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language?

The dictionary was developed by a team of linguists and scholars, including Dr. Clayton Valli, Dr. Ceil

Lucas, and Dr. Susan Fischer, who collaborated to accurately represent ASL as a rich and vibrant language.

How many signs are included in the Gallaudet Dictionary of American



Sign Language?

The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language contains approximately 3,000 signs, along with

illustrations and usage examples to aid in understanding the context of each sign.

Is the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language available in
digital format?

Yes, the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language is available in both print and digital formats,

allowing for wider accessibility and ease of use for learners and educators.

What makes the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language
unique?

The dictionary is unique in its approach to capturing ASL as a living language, incorporating cultural

context, regional variations, and the latest research in sign language linguistics.

How can the Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language be used in
educational settings?

Educators can use the dictionary as a valuable resource for teaching ASL, providing students with visual

examples, contextual usage, and a deeper understanding of the language's structure and grammar.
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