
the gettysburg address answer key

The Gettysburg Address answer key is a valuable resource for understanding
one of the most significant speeches in American history. Delivered by
President Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1863, during the dedication of the
Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, this brief but
powerful address has resonated through generations. It not only commemorated
the Union soldiers who fought and died in the Battle of Gettysburg but also
articulated the broader themes of liberty, equality, and national unity. This
article will explore the context, content, and lasting impact of the
Gettysburg Address, along with an answer key that highlights key elements for
study and discussion.

Historical Context

The Civil War
The Gettysburg Address was delivered in the midst of the American Civil War,
a conflict that erupted in 1861 primarily over issues of slavery and states'
rights. The war had already claimed hundreds of thousands of lives, and the
nation was deeply divided. The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to
July 3, 1863, was a turning point in the war, marking the Union's victory
over the Confederate forces.

The Dedication Ceremony
The ceremony at Gettysburg was held to dedicate a cemetery for the Union
soldiers who had died in the battle. Edward Everett, a renowned orator, was
the featured speaker, delivering a two-hour-long address. Lincoln's speech,
lasting only about two minutes, was intended to provide a more profound
reflection on the meaning of the war and the principles for which the
soldiers fought.

Structure and Content of the Gettysburg Address

Opening Lines
Lincoln began his address by referencing the founding principles of the
United States, famously stating, "Four score and seven years ago." This
phrase indicated that 87 years had passed since the signing of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. By invoking this historical context,
Lincoln linked the Civil War's struggles to the nation's founding ideals.

The Purpose of the Address
The purpose of Lincoln's speech can be summarized in several key points:

1. Commemoration: To honor the fallen soldiers who sacrificed their lives at



Gettysburg.
2. Reinforcement of National Ideals: To remind the audience of the principles
of liberty and equality that the nation was founded upon.
3. Call to Action: To inspire the living to continue the struggle for a "new
birth of freedom" and ensure that government of the people, by the people,
for the people, would not perish.

Key Themes
The Gettysburg Address is rich with themes that continue to resonate today:

- Democracy: Lincoln emphasized the importance of a government that is
representative and accountable to the people.
- Sacrifice: The speech highlighted the heavy toll of war and the noble
sacrifice of those who fought for the nation's principles.
- Unity: Lincoln called for national unity, urging the audience to see beyond
the divisions that the war had created.

The Language and Rhetoric of the Address

Conciseness and Clarity
One of the most striking aspects of the Gettysburg Address is its brevity.
Lincoln used simple, direct language to convey profound ideas, making the
speech accessible to a wide audience. The use of parallel structure, as seen
in the repetition of phrases like "we cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate—we
cannot hallow this ground," emphasizes the importance of the soldiers'
sacrifice.

Emotional Appeal
Lincoln's use of emotional language fosters a deep connection with the
audience. Phrases such as "a new birth of freedom" and "government of the
people, by the people, for the people" evoke strong feelings of patriotism
and hope. This emotional resonance has contributed to the speech's enduring
legacy.

Significance and Legacy

Immediate Impact
At the time of its delivery, the Gettysburg Address received mixed reviews.
Some contemporaries viewed it as a mere afterthought to Edward Everett's
lengthy speech. However, as time passed, it became clear that Lincoln's words
struck a chord with the American public.



Long-Term Influence
Over the years, the Gettysburg Address has been recognized as one of the
greatest speeches in American history. Its themes of equality and democracy
have influenced countless movements for civil rights and social justice. The
speech also played a pivotal role in shaping the national identity and the
understanding of what it means to be American.

Modern Relevance
Today, the Gettysburg Address continues to be relevant as debates about
democracy, equality, and national unity persist. It serves as a reminder of
the sacrifices made for these ideals and the ongoing work required to uphold
them. The address is often cited in discussions about civil rights, social
justice, and the role of government.

Gettysburg Address Answer Key

To facilitate a deeper understanding of the Gettysburg Address, here is an
answer key that highlights key elements for study and discussion:

1. Date and Occasion: November 19, 1863; dedication of the Soldiers' National
Cemetery.
2. Speaker: President Abraham Lincoln.
3. Historical Reference: "Four score and seven years ago" refers to 87 years
since the Declaration of Independence.
4. Main Themes:
- Commemoration of fallen soldiers.
- Reinforcement of democracy and equality.
- Call for national unity and continued struggle for freedom.
5. Key Phrases:
- "A new birth of freedom."
- "Government of the people, by the people, for the people."
6. Rhetorical Devices:
- Parallel structure.
- Emotional appeal.
- Conciseness and clarity.

Conclusion

The Gettysburg Address stands as a testament to the enduring ideals of
liberty, equality, and democracy that the United States was founded upon.
Despite its brevity, the speech's profound messages continue to resonate in
contemporary society, reminding us of the sacrifices made by those who came
before us and the importance of striving for a more perfect union.
Understanding the Gettysburg Address and its historical context allows us to
appreciate the depth of Lincoln's words and their significance in shaping the
American narrative. By studying this iconic speech, we can draw inspiration
for the ongoing pursuit of justice and equality in our nation today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the Gettysburg Address?

The main purpose of the Gettysburg Address is to honor the soldiers who
fought at the Battle of Gettysburg and to reaffirm the principles of liberty
and equality as central to the American democracy.

Who delivered the Gettysburg Address and when?

The Gettysburg Address was delivered by President Abraham Lincoln on November
19, 1863, during the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

How long is the Gettysburg Address?

The Gettysburg Address is famously brief, consisting of just 272 words.

What key phrase in the Gettysburg Address emphasizes
the concept of a government by the people?

The phrase 'government of the people, by the people, for the people'
emphasizes the concept of a government that is representative and accountable
to its citizens.

What historical context influenced the Gettysburg
Address?

The Gettysburg Address was influenced by the ongoing Civil War, particularly
the significance of the Battle of Gettysburg as a turning point in the
conflict and the broader struggle for national unity and emancipation.

How did the Gettysburg Address redefine the purpose
of the Civil War?

The Gettysburg Address redefined the purpose of the Civil War by framing it
not only as a struggle for the Union but also as a fight for human equality
and the preservation of democracy.

What impact did the Gettysburg Address have on
American society?

The Gettysburg Address had a profound impact on American society by inspiring
a renewed commitment to the principles of freedom and equality, and it has
since become a symbol of American ideals.

Why is the Gettysburg Address considered a
masterpiece of American oratory?

The Gettysburg Address is considered a masterpiece of American oratory due to
its eloquent language, powerful themes, and ability to resonate with the
values of democracy and human rights.



What literary devices are used in the Gettysburg
Address?

The Gettysburg Address employs various literary devices, including
parallelism, alliteration, and repetition, to enhance its rhetorical impact
and emotional resonance.
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