
the ghost and mrs hobbs
The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs is a classic 1970s television show that has
captivated audiences with its unique blend of comedy, supernatural elements,
and heartfelt storytelling. Airing from 1979 to 1980, the series was created
by the talented team of Paul Wayne and Don Nicholl. It starred the charming
and witty character of Mrs. Hobbs, who becomes intertwined with a ghostly
presence in her home. In this article, we will delve into the show's premise,
characters, cultural impact, and its legacy in the world of television.

Premise of the Show

"The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" revolves around the life of a young widow, Mrs.
Helen Hobbs, who is adjusting to life without her husband. She moves into a
new home in a quaint suburban neighborhood, hoping to start anew. However,
her plans are quickly complicated by the unexpected appearance of a ghost
named Mr. Jonathan Peter Hobbs, who happens to be her deceased husband.

The show blends humor with elements of the supernatural as Mrs. Hobbs
navigates her life with the help of her ghostly companion. The ghost's
presence often leads to hilarious situations and misunderstandings, as he
tries to assist her in various aspects of her life, including her
interactions with friends, family, and potential romantic interests.

Main Characters

The character dynamics in "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" are central to its
appeal. The show features a cast of memorable characters, each contributing
to the overall charm and humor of the series.

Mrs. Helen Hobbs

Played by the talented actress, Yvonne De Carlo, Mrs. Hobbs is a strong and
relatable character who embodies resilience and warmth. As a widow, she faces
the challenges of single motherhood while trying to maintain a sense of
normalcy in her life. Her interactions with the ghost of her husband often
lead to comedic moments, but also provide deeper insights into her emotional
struggles.

Mr. Jonathan Peter Hobbs



The ghost of Jonathan Hobbs, portrayed by Edward Mulhare, is a quintessential
gentleman from the past. He is depicted as earnest, caring, and sometimes
bumbling, which adds to the show's comedic tone. His ghostly nature allows
for a unique perspective on contemporary life, often leading to
misunderstandings as he tries to support his wife while grappling with his
own spectral existence.

Supporting Characters

The series also features a range of supporting characters, including:

Mrs. Angela "Angie" Hobbs - Helen’s quirky best friend, who often
provides comic relief and advice.

Jeff Hobbs - The teenage son of Mrs. Hobbs, who is often caught in the
middle of his mother’s antics and the ghostly happenings.

Officer Phil - The local police officer who becomes entangled in the
supernatural events surrounding the Hobbs household.

These characters help to flesh out the world of "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs"
and contribute to its comedic moments and emotional depth.

Cultural Impact

Despite its relatively short run, "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" left a lasting
impact on viewers and the television landscape. The series was notable for a
few reasons:

Representation of Widows

The portrayal of a young widow navigating life in a lighthearted manner was
groundbreaking at the time. Mrs. Hobbs represented a new type of female
character in sitcoms—one who was both relatable and resilient. The show
addressed themes of grief, loss, and moving on, offering a nuanced
perspective on a topic that was often treated with more gravity in media.

Blend of Comedy and Supernatural

The show was one of the earlier examples of a sitcom that successfully



combined supernatural elements with comedy. While ghostly themes were not new
to television, "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" approached them with a lighthearted
touch, making the supernatural feel approachable and humorous.

Audience Reception

The show garnered a dedicated fan base during its original airing. Viewers
were drawn to its unique premise and relatable characters. The chemistry
between Yvonne De Carlo and Edward Mulhare resonated with audiences, allowing
the show to thrive during its two-season run.

Legacy of the Show

While "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" may not be as widely remembered today as
some of its contemporaries, its influence can still be seen in modern
television. The blending of comedy and supernatural themes has become a
popular trope in many series, including hits like "Ghost Whisperer," "The
Good Place," and "Supernatural."

Modern References

The show has been referenced in various forms of media, from articles
discussing the evolution of sitcoms to podcasts analyzing classic television.
Its unique premise continues to inspire creators today, who seek to explore
the intersection of humor and the supernatural.

Releases and Revivals

In the years following its original broadcast, "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" has
seen various releases on DVD and streaming platforms, allowing new
generations to discover the series. There have also been discussions about
potential revivals or adaptations, testament to the enduring appeal of its
characters and story.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs" is a delightful exploration of
life, love, and laughter in the face of the supernatural. Its unique premise
and relatable characters have secured its place in television history, and
its influence continues to resonate with viewers and creators alike. As we
reflect on this charming series, it remains a reminder of the power of humor



to address complex themes like grief and resilience, making it a timeless
classic in the world of television.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' about?
'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' is a television series that revolves around a
young widow, Mrs. Hobbs, who discovers that her late husband’s spirit
continues to linger in their home, leading to comedic and heartfelt
situations as she navigates life and love with his ghostly presence.

Who are the main characters in 'The Ghost and Mrs.
Hobbs'?
The main characters include Mrs. Hobbs, portrayed by the lead actress, and
her late husband’s ghost, along with other supporting characters such as her
friends, family, and potential romantic interests who add depth to the
storyline.

When did 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' originally air?
'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' originally aired in the late 1960s, capturing the
audience with its blend of comedy, romance, and supernatural elements.

What themes are explored in 'The Ghost and Mrs.
Hobbs'?
The series explores themes of love, loss, moving on, and the idea of finding
closure, as Mrs. Hobbs learns to balance her past with her present while
dealing with her husband's ghost.

Is 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' a sitcom or a drama?
'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' is primarily a sitcom, incorporating humor and
lighthearted moments while also touching on more serious themes related to
grief and relationships.

What makes 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' unique
compared to other shows of its time?
Its unique premise of blending comedy with the supernatural, featuring a
ghost as a central character who interacts with the living, set it apart from
many other sitcoms of its era.



Did 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' receive any awards?
While it garnered a loyal fan base, 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' did not
receive major awards recognition but is fondly remembered for its charm and
humor.

Is 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' available for
streaming today?
Yes, 'The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs' is available on various streaming platforms,
allowing new audiences to enjoy the classic series.
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