
the gift of the magi vocabulary
worksheet answer key
The gift of the magi vocabulary worksheet answer key is an essential tool for
educators and students alike, particularly for those studying O. Henry's
timeless short story. This literary classic delves into themes of love,
sacrifice, and the true spirit of giving, making it a perfect text for
vocabulary enrichment. In this article, we will dissect the vocabulary
commonly associated with "The Gift of the Magi", explore the story's themes,
and provide an answer key to a typical vocabulary worksheet, enhancing
understanding and engagement with the text.

Understanding the Story

O. Henry's "The Gift of the Magi" tells the poignant tale of a young couple,
Jim and Della, who are deeply in love but financially constrained. Despite
their modest means, each sacrifices their most prized possession in order to
buy a Christmas gift for the other. The story reveals the irony of their
sacrifices and underscores the depth of their love.

Key Themes

1. Love and Sacrifice: The core of the story revolves around the lengths to
which Jim and Della are willing to go to express their affection for each
other. This theme emphasizes that true love is selfless and often involves
personal sacrifice.

2. Irony: The story is rich in situational irony. Both characters sell their
most valuable possessions—Della's hair and Jim's watch—only to buy gifts that
complement what they have lost.

3. Materialism vs. Spiritualism: O. Henry contrasts material possessions with
the spiritual wealth of love and devotion. The couple's gifts may be rendered
useless, but their love is what truly matters.

4. The Spirit of Giving: The narrative exemplifies the essence of giving,
illustrating that the thought behind a gift is more significant than its
monetary value.

Vocabulary for "The Gift of the Magi"

A solid understanding of vocabulary is essential for grasping the nuances of



the text. Below are key terms that students may encounter when reading "The
Gift of the Magi."

Important Vocabulary Words

1. Impoverished: Lacking financial resources; poor.
2. Prized: Highly valued or esteemed.
3. Magi: Refers to the wise men or kings who brought gifts to the infant
Jesus, symbolizing the act of giving and the importance of gifts.
4. Dwindle: To gradually diminish in size, amount, or strength.
5. Cascade: A large number of things occurring in a series.
6. Possession: The state of having, owning, or controlling something.
7. Sentiment: A view or opinion that is based on emotion rather than reason.
8. Agnosticism: A philosophical position that holds that the existence of God
or the divine is unknown or unknowable—a term that speaks to the uncertainty
in life.
9. Disheveled: Untidy, disordered, or messy in appearance.
10. Covert: Hidden or secret.

Vocabulary Worksheet Structure

A vocabulary worksheet for "The Gift of the Magi" can include exercises such
as matching definitions, fill-in-the-blank sentences, and multiple-choice
questions. Here’s a sample structure:

1. Matching Exercise: Match the vocabulary word to its correct definition.
2. Fill-in-the-Blank: Use the vocabulary words in sentences related to the
story.
3. Multiple Choice: Select the correct meaning of the vocabulary word from
given options.

Sample Vocabulary Worksheet Answer Key

Below is a sample answer key for a vocabulary worksheet based on the words
discussed.

Matching Exercise Answers

1. Impoverished - d. Lacking financial resources
2. Prized - a. Highly valued or esteemed
3. Magi - c. Wise men who brought gifts to Jesus
4. Dwindle - e. To gradually diminish in size or amount
5. Cascade - b. A large number of things happening in succession



Fill-in-the-Blank Answers

1. Della was impoverished but was determined to buy a gift for Jim.
2. Jim's watch was his most prized possession.
3. The story references the Magi to highlight the importance of giving.
4. Della watched her savings dwindle as she searched for the perfect gift.
5. The decorations in the house seemed to cascade down from the ceiling.

Multiple Choice Answers

1. Agnosticism refers to:
- a) A belief in many gods
- b) The existence of God being unknown (Correct Answer)
- c) A strict atheistic viewpoint
- d) A religious dogma

2. Disheveled means:
- a) Neatly arranged
- b) Untidy or messy (Correct Answer)
- c) Unkempt
- d) Organized

3. Covert refers to:
- a) Openly displayed
- b) Hidden or secret (Correct Answer)
- c) Publicly known
- d) Transparent

Teaching Strategies for Vocabulary Acquisition

To help students fully grasp the vocabulary from "The Gift of the Magi,"
educators can implement the following strategies:

1. Contextual Learning: Encourage students to use vocabulary words within the
context of the story. Discuss how each term enhances their understanding of
the narrative.

2. Group Activities: Foster collaboration through group-based vocabulary
activities, such as creating dialogues or skits using the vocabulary words.

3. Visual Aids: Utilize visual representations, such as word maps or
flashcards, to help students visualize the meanings of the words.

4. Writing Assignments: Encourage students to write reflective essays or
journal entries incorporating the vocabulary words, enhancing retention
through practical application.



5. Regular Quizzes: Conduct periodic quizzes or vocabulary games to reinforce
learning and ensure that students are familiar with the terms.

Conclusion

The gift of the magi vocabulary worksheet answer key serves as a valuable
resource for reinforcing the key themes and vocabulary of O. Henry's
remarkable story. Understanding these words not only enhances comprehension
but also enriches the overall reading experience. As students explore the
depth of love and sacrifice depicted in the narrative, they gain insight into
the profound message that true giving comes from the heart. Through
thoughtful engagement with vocabulary, educators can inspire a greater
appreciation for literature and the timeless lessons it imparts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The main theme is the selflessness of love and sacrifice.

What are the names of the main characters in 'The
Gift of the Magi'?
The main characters are Jim and Della.

What is the significance of the title 'The Gift of
the Magi'?
The title refers to the wise men who brought gifts to Jesus, paralleling the
characters' sacrifices for each other.

What does Della sell to buy Jim's gift?
Della sells her long, beautiful hair.

What does Jim sell to buy Della's gift?
Jim sells his prized pocket watch.

What is the irony present in 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The irony is that both characters sacrifice their most prized possessions to
buy gifts that become useless.



How does the setting contribute to the story?
The setting reflects the couple's modest means and enhances the theme of
sacrifice amidst poverty.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Gift of
the Magi'?
Key literary devices include irony, symbolism, and foreshadowing.

What lesson can be learned from 'The Gift of the
Magi'?
The story teaches that true love involves sacrifice and that material
possessions are not as valuable as love.

How does the story reflect on materialism?
The story critiques materialism by showing how love transcends material
possessions, emphasizing emotional wealth over physical.
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