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In Lois Lowry's dystopian novel "The Giver," the titular character, The
Giver, plays a crucial role in the development of the narrative and the
exploration of complex themes such as memory, individuality, and the human
experience. The character serves as both a mentor and a vessel of knowledge,
embodying the burden of memory and the importance of emotions that the
society has chosen to suppress. This article delves into The Giver's
character, examining his background, personality traits, and significance in
the story, as well as the broader implications of his role in the context of
the society depicted in the novel.

Background and Role in the Community

The Giver, whose real name is never revealed, is the current holder of the
community's memories. He has been chosen to bear the weight of the
past—experiences of joy, sorrow, pain, and love—that the rest of the
community has forsaken in their pursuit of a pain-free existence. This
character is a member of the Elder Council, a group of leaders responsible
for maintaining the order and stability of the community. He is tasked with
transmitting memories to Jonas, the protagonist, who is selected to be the
new Receiver of Memory.

The Burden of Memory

The Giver's primary responsibility is to pass on the memories of the world
before it was transformed into a uniform and regulated society. His character
embodies the following aspects:

1. Preservation of Experience: The Giver holds the collective memories of
humanity, which include both the beauty and the pain of life. He understands
the richness of human emotions and experiences that have been sacrificed for
the sake of sameness.

2. Emotional Depth: Unlike the rest of the community, The Giver is deeply
aware of the emotions that come with memories. He experiences both joy and
sorrow, which isolates him from others. This emotional depth makes him a
complex character who grapples with the implications of his knowledge.

3. Mentorship: The Giver assumes the role of a mentor to Jonas. He guides him
through the process of receiving memories, helping him understand the
significance of emotions and the value of individual experiences. Their
relationship evolves from mere teacher-student to a profound bond built on



trust and understanding.

Personality Traits

The Giver's character is nuanced, with several personality traits that define
him:

Wisdom and Knowledge

The Giver is wise beyond his years, possessing knowledge that spans across
generations. His understanding of the world before the community's
transformation allows him to provide insight and guidance to Jonas. He often
reflects on the past, emphasizing the importance of memory and the lessons it
imparts.

Compassion and Empathy

Despite the oppressive nature of the society in which he lives, The Giver
demonstrates compassion and empathy towards Jonas and the memories he shares.
He feels a deep sense of responsibility for the emotional well-being of
others, recognizing that without the full spectrum of human experience,
individuals are deprived of true happiness and fulfillment.

Loneliness and Isolation

The Giver is a lonely figure, burdened by the knowledge he carries. His role
as the Receiver isolates him from the rest of the community, as he cannot
share his experiences with anyone. This loneliness is a significant aspect of
his character, as it highlights the emotional cost of the society's choice to
eliminate pain and suffering.

Significance of The Giver’s Character

The Giver serves multiple functions within the narrative, each contributing
to the overarching themes of the novel.

Symbol of Memory and Emotion

The Giver symbolizes the importance of memory and emotion in the human



experience. Through his character, Lowry explores the idea that without the
ability to remember and feel, individuals lead a superficial existence. The
Giver's memories, filled with both joy and sorrow, represent the richness of
life that the community has sacrificed.

Critique of a Controlled Society

Through The Giver, Lowry critiques the concept of a controlled society that
prioritizes conformity and stability over individuality and emotional depth.
The Giver's memories reveal the beauty of diversity in human experience,
suggesting that the essence of humanity lies in its complexities.

Hope and Change

The Giver ultimately represents hope for change. As he mentors Jonas and
imparts memories, he instills in him the desire to seek a different path for
both himself and the community. This relationship emphasizes the potential
for growth and enlightenment, suggesting that individuals can challenge the
status quo and reclaim their humanity.

The Giver’s Relationship with Jonas

The relationship between The Giver and Jonas is central to the narrative.
This dynamic evolves significantly throughout the story.

Teacher and Student

At the beginning of their relationship, The Giver serves as a teacher to
Jonas, guiding him through the process of receiving memories. This mentorship
is crucial in helping Jonas understand the weight of his new role and the
significance of the memories he will inherit.

Emotional Bond

As their relationship deepens, The Giver and Jonas form a strong emotional
bond. They share experiences that foster mutual understanding and respect.
The Giver becomes a father figure to Jonas, providing him with the emotional
support that is lacking in Jonas's own family.



Mutual Growth

Both characters experience growth through their interactions. While The Giver
imparts knowledge to Jonas, he also learns from Jonas's youthful perspective
and his desire for change. This reciprocal relationship highlights the theme
of intergenerational wisdom and the importance of passing down knowledge.

Conclusion

In "The Giver," the character of The Giver is a powerful embodiment of the
themes of memory, emotion, and individuality. His wisdom, compassion, and
burden of knowledge serve as a poignant reminder of the richness of human
experience. Through his relationship with Jonas, The Giver not only imparts
essential lessons but also inspires hope for a future where individuals can
embrace the full spectrum of their humanity. Lowry's portrayal of The Giver
challenges readers to reflect on the value of memory, the importance of
emotions, and the impact of societal choices on personal freedom and
fulfillment. Ultimately, The Giver stands as a testament to the enduring
power of knowledge and the necessity of remembering our past to create a
better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key traits of Jonas in 'The Giver'?

Jonas is characterized by his curiosity, intelligence, and strong sense of
empathy. He questions the rules of his society and shows a desire to
understand deeper emotions and experiences.

How does The Giver's role influence Jonas's
development?

The Giver serves as a mentor to Jonas, sharing knowledge and experiences that
challenge Jonas's perspective. This relationship is crucial for Jonas's
emotional and intellectual growth, as he learns about the complexities of
human experience.

In what ways does Fiona represent the theme of
innocence in 'The Giver'?

Fiona embodies innocence and conformity within the community. Her character
highlights the loss of individuality and emotional depth, contrasting with
Jonas's awakening to the richness of life beyond the community's rules.



What does the character of Asher reveal about
societal norms in 'The Giver'?

Asher's character illustrates the pressures to conform within the society.
His humorous and carefree nature is tempered by his compliance with societal
expectations, showcasing how individuality can be stifled in a controlled
environment.

What is the significance of Gabriel in Jonas's
journey?
Gabriel symbolizes hope and the possibility of a better future. Jonas's bond

with Gabriel deepens his understanding of love and connection, motivating him
to seek change in a world devoid of these values.

How does the character of the Chief Elder contribute
to the theme of control in 'The Giver'?

The Chief Elder represents the authoritative structure of the community,
embodying the strict control and lack of emotional depth in society. Her
decisions reflect the sacrifices made for the sake of societal stability,
often at the cost of individual freedom.

What role does the concept of memory play in the
character development of Jonas?

Memory is central to Jonas's character development, as it allows him to
experience emotions and sensations that have been suppressed in his
community. Through his training with The Giver, Jonas learns the importance
of memory in shaping identity and understanding the human experience.
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