
the givers by lois lowry
The Giver by Lois Lowry is a thought-provoking novel that invites readers
into a meticulously crafted dystopian society where emotions, memories, and
choices are sacrificed for the sake of sameness and stability. Published in
1993, this poignant book has captivated audiences with its exploration of
complex themes such as freedom, individuality, and the essence of humanity.
The story follows the journey of a young boy named Jonas, who embarks on a
profound quest for knowledge and understanding as he unravels the truth about
his community and the price of a utopian existence.

Overview of the Novel

Setting the Scene

The novel is set in a seemingly perfect community that has eliminated pain,
suffering, and emotional depth through strict controls. The society is
organized into different roles and responsibilities, each citizen assigned a
specific task that ensures the smooth functioning of the community. The
absence of color, music, and even deep human connections marks the world of
Jonas, where conformity reigns supreme.

Plot Summary

The story begins with twelve-year-old Jonas feeling apprehensive about the
upcoming Ceremony of Twelve, during which he and his peers will receive their
life-long assignments. As the ceremony unfolds, Jonas is selected to be the
new Receiver of Memory, a prestigious position that involves learning from
the current Receiver, an elderly man known as The Giver.

As Jonas begins his training, he is exposed to a world of emotions and
experiences that have been suppressed in his community. He learns about love,
joy, pain, and suffering through the memories shared by The Giver. The more
Jonas learns, the more he begins to question the values and choices of his
community, leading him to a dramatic realization that could alter the course
of his life and the lives of those around him.

Themes Explored in the Novel

1. The Importance of Memory

One of the central themes in The Giver is the significance of memory. In
Jonas's community, the suppression of memories is a means to maintain control
and eliminate discomfort. However, as Jonas learns from The Giver, memories
are crucial for understanding the human experience. They provide context for



emotions and help individuals learn from the past.

- Benefits of Memory:
- Emotional Depth: Memories allow individuals to experience a wide range of
emotions, enriching their lives.
- Learning from the Past: Understanding historical events can prevent the
repetition of mistakes.
- Identity Formation: Personal memories contribute to one's sense of self and
belonging.

2. The Quest for Individuality

Another significant theme in the novel is the quest for individuality. In
Jonas's community, conformity is enforced, and citizens are stripped of their
personal identities. The community's focus on sameness stifles creativity and
personal expression. As Jonas learns about emotions, he begins to understand
the importance of individuality and the richness it brings to life.

- Consequences of Conformity:
- Loss of Personal Identity: Individuals become faceless members of society.
- Suppression of Creativity: Innovation and artistic expression are
discouraged.
- Lack of Choice: People are unable to make meaningful choices about their
lives.

3. The Nature of Utopia

The Giver poses important questions about the nature of utopia. While the
community appears to be free from suffering, it is achieved at a significant
cost—emotional depth, choice, and individuality. Through Jonas's journey,
readers are invited to reflect on the true meaning of a perfect society and
the sacrifices that may accompany such an existence.

- Characteristics of a Utopian Society:
- Safety and Security: The promise of a pain-free life.
- Uniformity: A lack of diversity in thought and experience.
- Suppression of Emotion: The absence of love, joy, and sorrow.

Character Analysis

1. Jonas

Jonas is the protagonist of the story and represents the journey towards
self-discovery and enlightenment. Initially, he is a compliant member of his
community, but as he receives memories from The Giver, he becomes
increasingly aware of the limitations imposed on him and the people around
him. His character development is central to the novel's themes of
individuality and the importance of memory.



- Key Traits:
- Curiosity: Jonas's desire to understand the world leads him to question
societal norms.
- Compassion: His ability to empathize with others grows as he learns about
emotions.
- Courage: Jonas ultimately demonstrates bravery in choosing to challenge the
status quo.

2. The Giver

The Giver is an elderly man who holds the collective memories of the
community. He serves as a mentor to Jonas, guiding him through the
complexities of emotion and memory. Through his character, Lowry explores the
burden of knowledge and the isolation that comes with it.

- Key Traits:
- Wisdom: The Giver possesses profound knowledge and understanding of human
experience.
- Loneliness: He experiences profound isolation due to his unique role.
- Regret: The Giver carries the weight of memories, expressing sorrow for the
loss of emotions in society.

3. Fiona

Fiona is Jonas's friend and represents the innocence of youth within the
community. As Jonas's feelings for her deepen, he experiences emotions that
have been suppressed in their society. Fiona's character illustrates the
potential for love and connection, which is ultimately stifled by the
community's rules.

- Key Traits:
- Compassionate: Fiona shows kindness and understanding towards others.
- Curious: Like Jonas, she possesses a sense of wonder about the world.
- Conformist: Initially, she adheres to the community's expectations,
reflecting the societal indoctrination.

Symbolism in the Novel

1. The Color Red

The color red symbolizes the richness of emotions and experiences that are
absent in Jonas's community. As Jonas begins to see color during his
training, it represents his awakening to the complexities of life and the
beauty of individuality.

2. The Sled

The sled is a powerful symbol of freedom and adventure. When Jonas first
rides the sled in his memory, it represents the joy and exhilaration of



breaking free from societal constraints. The act of sledding becomes a
metaphor for embracing life and the emotions that come with it.

3. The River

The river symbolizes the boundary between the controlled society and the
unknown. It serves as a metaphor for the choices individuals must
make—whether to remain in the safety of conformity or to venture into the
unpredictable waters of freedom and individuality.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Giver by Lois Lowry is a profound exploration of the human
experience, inviting readers to reflect on the importance of memory,
individuality, and the true nature of a utopian society. Through the eyes of
Jonas, readers embark on a journey that challenges the values of conformity
and explores the richness that comes from embracing emotions and memories.
The novel remains relevant today, serving as a poignant reminder of the
delicate balance between safety and freedom, and the enduring quest for self-
discovery and understanding in a world that often prioritizes sameness over
individuality. Lois Lowry's masterful storytelling and intricate character
development make The Giver a timeless classic that continues to resonate with
readers of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Giver' by Lois Lowry?
The main theme of 'The Giver' is the importance of individuality and the
complexities of human emotions in a conformist society.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Giver' and what is
his role?
The protagonist is Jonas, a 12-year-old boy who is selected to be the new
Receiver of Memory, a role that involves learning about the true experiences
of life beyond the controlled environment of his community.

How does the concept of 'Sameness' affect the
society in 'The Giver'?
'Sameness' eliminates emotional depth, choice, and individuality, leading to
a sterile and predictable life where residents lack true feelings and
experiences.



What is the significance of the color red in 'The
Giver'?
The color red symbolizes the vibrancy of life, emotions, and individuality,
which are suppressed in Jonas's community. It represents the passion and
depth of human experience.

What does Jonas learn from The Giver?
Jonas learns about the richness of human emotions, the history of his
society, and the consequences of living in a controlled environment devoid of
pain and pleasure.

What role does memory play in 'The Giver'?
Memory is crucial as it holds the knowledge of past experiences, emotions,
and wisdom. The community's decision to suppress memories results in a lack
of understanding and connection among its members.

How does the ending of 'The Giver' leave room for
interpretation?
The ending is ambiguous, suggesting possibilities of hope and change, as well
as questioning the nature of Jonas's journey. Readers can interpret it as
either a tragic failure or a brave act of liberation.

What are the ethical implications of the euthanasia
practice in 'The Giver'?
The practice raises ethical questions about the value of life, the right to
choose, and the morality of controlling individuals for the sake of societal
stability.

How does Lois Lowry use symbolism throughout 'The
Giver'?
Lowry employs symbolism extensively, using elements like the sled, the river,
and the memories themselves to convey deeper meanings about freedom, loss,
and the human experience.
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