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The Glory of Christ by John Owen: An In-Depth Exploration

The Glory of Christ is a significant work by the renowned Puritan theologian John Owen, whose profound
insights into the nature of Christ and His glory continue to resonate with readers and theologians today.
Written in the 17th century, this treatise delves into the dual nature of Christ—both divine and
human—exploring how His glory is manifested in various aspects of His being and work. Owen’s
meticulous approach combines theological depth with pastoral sensitivity, making this work a cornerstone
of Christology.

Background of John Owen

John Owen (1616-1683) was an influential English theologian and a leading figure in the Puritan
movement. He served as the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University and was a prominent preacher and
writer. Owen's works reflect his deep commitment to Reformed theology, particularly the doctrines of
grace. His writings cover a wide range of topics, but his focus on the glory of Christ stands out as
particularly significant.

The Context of Owen's Work

Owen wrote during a tumultuous period in English history, characterized by civil war and religious strife.
The Puritan movement aimed to reform the Church of England and return to biblical principles. Against
this backdrop, Owen’s writings sought to provide theological clarity and spiritual encouragement to
believers facing persecution and uncertainty.

Understanding the Glory of Christ

In "The Glory of Christ," Owen presents a comprehensive vision of Christ's glory, drawing from Scripture
and the historical context of the early church. His exploration can be categorized into several key themes.



1. The Divine Glory of Christ

Owen emphasizes that Christ’s glory is intrinsically linked to His divine nature. He argues that:

- Christ as God: Owen asserts that Christ is fully divine, sharing the same essence as the Father. This divine
glory is evident in His pre-existence, His role in creation, and His authority over all things.

- Scriptural Evidence: Owen references passages such as John 1:14, which states, "And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth," highlighting the manifestation of divine glory in Jesus.

- Theological Implications: Understanding Christ’s divine glory is crucial for grasping the fullness of His
redemptive work. Owen argues that recognizing Christ's divinity enhances our appreciation of His sacrifice
and the love behind it.

2. The Human Glory of Christ

While Owen emphasizes Christ’s divine glory, he equally stresses the importance of His humanity. He
explores how Christ's human experience contributes to His glory:

- Incarnation: The incarnation itself is a profound demonstration of Christ’s glory. By taking on human
flesh, Christ reveals the depths of God’s love and grace.

- Suffering and Glory: Owen discusses the paradox of suffering and glory, noting that Christ’s suffering on
the cross is integral to His glorification. Philippians 2:8-9 reflects this idea: “And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name.”

- Empathy and Intercession: Owen highlights that Christ, in His humanity, is able to empathize with our
struggles and intercede for us. This aspect of Christ’s glory is comforting and assures believers of His active
role in their lives.

3. The Mediatorial Glory of Christ

Owen also discusses Christ’s mediatorial role, emphasizing that His glory is most fully realized in His work
as mediator between God and humanity:

- The Role of Mediator: Christ’s mediatorial work includes His roles as prophet, priest, and king. Owen
explains how each of these roles reflects different aspects of His glory.



- Redemption: Owen articulates how Christ’s mediatorial glory is intricately tied to the redemption of
humanity. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Christ accomplishes the work of salvation, bringing
glory to God and reconciling us to Him.

- Eternal Reign: The ultimate expression of Christ’s mediatorial glory is found in His eternal reign. Owen
emphasizes the future hope of believers, looking forward to the day when Christ will return in glory to
judge the living and the dead.

The Practical Implications of Christ’s Glory

Owen’s exploration of the glory of Christ is not merely theoretical; it has profound practical implications for
the life of the believer:

1. Spiritual Transformation

Understanding the glory of Christ compels believers to pursue spiritual transformation. Owen argues that
when believers gaze upon Christ's glory, they are transformed into His likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18). This
transformation involves:

- Holiness: Recognizing Christ’s glory inspires believers to pursue holiness in their own lives, reflecting the
character of Christ.

- Worship: A deep understanding of Christ's glory leads to heartfelt worship. Owen emphasizes that true
worship flows from a recognition of who Christ is and what He has done.

2. Assurance and Comfort

Owen’s treatment of the glory of Christ provides assurance and comfort to believers facing trials:

- Hope in Suffering: Understanding that Christ’s glory was revealed through suffering can encourage
believers in their own struggles. They can find solace in the fact that Christ understands their pain.

- Security in Salvation: The mediatorial work of Christ assures believers of their secure position in Him.
Owen reminds us that Christ's intercession guarantees our acceptance before the Father.



3. Evangelistic Motivation

Finally, the glory of Christ serves as a powerful motivation for evangelism:

- Proclaiming His Glory: Owen reinforces the call for believers to proclaim the glory of Christ to the world.
When believers understand the beauty and majesty of Christ, they are compelled to share that message
with others.

- Living as Witnesses: The transformative effect of Christ’s glory in a believer’s life serves as a testimony to
those around them, drawing others to the Savior.

Conclusion

In "The Glory of Christ," John Owen provides a rich and multifaceted exploration of the person and work
of Christ. His insights into Christ’s divine and human glory, mediatorial role, and the practical implications
for believers remain relevant today. By gazing upon the glory of Christ, believers are transformed,
comforted, and motivated to share the hope of the gospel with a world in need.

Owen’s work challenges readers to deepen their understanding of who Christ is and inspires them to
reflect His glory in their daily lives. As we engage with this profound text, may we be drawn into a
deeper relationship with our Savior, whose glory is worthy of our utmost admiration and devotion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of John Owen's 'The Glory of Christ'?
The main theme of 'The Glory of Christ' is the importance of understanding and appreciating the person
and work of Christ, focusing on His glory as revealed in Scripture.

How does John Owen describe the relationship between Christ's glory
and the believer's life?
John Owen describes the relationship as foundational; he argues that a proper understanding of Christ's
glory transforms the believer's life, leading to deeper worship, obedience, and spiritual growth.

What are some key concepts Owen uses to explain Christ's glory?
Owen uses concepts such as the majesty of Christ, His divine attributes, His redemptive work, and the



manifestation of His glory in the lives of believers to explain Christ's glory.

In what ways does Owen emphasize the significance of Christ's glory in
the context of suffering?
Owen emphasizes that understanding Christ's glory provides comfort and hope in suffering, as believers
can find strength in His sovereign power and presence during trials.

How does Owen's theology reflect the Puritan tradition in 'The Glory of
Christ'?
Owen's theology reflects the Puritan tradition through its emphasis on personal holiness, the centrality of
Scripture, and the importance of a deeply experiential faith centered on Christ.

What impact has 'The Glory of Christ' had on contemporary Christian
thought?
The book has significantly impacted contemporary Christian thought by encouraging believers to pursue a
deeper understanding of Christ and to reflect on His glory as central to their faith and practice.

Are there any notable criticisms of Owen's views in 'The Glory of
Christ'?
Some critics argue that Owen's views can be overly complex or abstract, making it challenging for modern
readers to grasp his insights without a strong theological background.
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