THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

THeE GosPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW IS ONE OF THE FOUR CANONICAL GOSPELS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND IS
TRADITIONALLY ATTRIBUTED TO MATTHEW, ONE OF JESUS’ TWELVE APOSTLES. THIS GOSPEL STANDS OUT FOR ITS EMPHASIS
ON JESUS AS THE FULFILLMENT OF OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES, PROVIDING A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE JEWISH FAITH AND THE
EMERGING CHRISTIAN TRADITION. |T PRESENTS A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE, MINISTRY, DEATH, AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS
CHRIST, CAPTURING THE ESSENCE OF HIS TEACHINGS AND THE IMPACT HE HAD ON HIS FOLLOWERS AND THE WORLD.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

THe GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW WAS LIKELY WRITTEN IN THE LATE FIRST CENTURY, AROUND 80-90 AD.
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS CRUCIAL FOR INTERPRETING ITS THEMES AND MESSAGES.

AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE

MATTHEW'S AUDIENCE IS GENERALLY BELIEVED TO BE PREDOMINANTLYJE\X/ISH CHRISTIANS. THE GOSPEL AIMS TO DEMONSTRATE
THATJESUS IS THE AWAITED MESSIAH, AS PROPHESIED IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES. KEY PURPOSES INCLUDE:

1. AFFIRMING JESUS’ JEWISH IDENTITY: BY FREQUENTLY QUOTING OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES, MATTHEW SEEKS TO ESTABLISH
JESUS’ LEGITIMACY AS THE MESSIAH.

2. ENCOURAGING BELIEF: THE GOSPEL SERVES TO STRENGTHEN THE FAITH OF JEWISH CONVERTS IN THE FACE OF GROWING
OPPOSITION.

3. TEACHING ETHICAL CoNDUCT: MATTHEW EMPHASIZES THE MORAL AND ETHICAL TEACHINGS OF JESUS, URGING FOLLOWERS TO
LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS EXAMPLE.

STRUCTURE OF THE GOSPEL

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW IS STRUCTURED IN A WAY THAT COMBINES NARRATIVE AND DISCOURSE. |T CAN BE
DIVIDED INTO SEVERAL KEY SECTIONS:

1. BIRTH AND INFANCY NARRATIVES (CHAPTERS 1-2): THESE CHAPTERS INTRODUCE THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS, His
MIRACULOUS BIRTH, AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EVENTS, INCLUDING THE VISIT OF THE MAGI AND THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT.

2. THe MiNISTRY OF JEsuS (CHAPTERS 3-25): THIS SECTION DETAILS JESUS’ BAPTISM, THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, His
MIRACLES, PARABLES, AND TEACHINGS, CULMINATING IN HIS ENTRIES INTO JERUSALEM.

3. PassioN NARRATIVE (CHAPTERS 26-27): THESE CHAPTERS RECOUNT THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE CRUCIFIXION,
INCLUDING THE LAST SUPPER, BETRAYAL BY JUDAS, TRIAL BEFORE PILATE, AND CRUCIFIXION.

4. RESURRECTION AND GREAT CoMMISSIoN (CHAPTER 28): THE FINAL CHAPTER DESCRIBES THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS AND
THE COMMISSIONING OF THE DISCIPLES TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL TO ALL NATIONS.

THeoLoGICAL THEMES

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW IS RICH IN THEOLOGICAL THEMES THAT HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED CHRISTIAN
THOUGHT.



JESus AS THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY

MATTHEW FREQUENTLY REFERENCES OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES, DEMONSTRATING HO\X/JESUS FULFILLS THESE PREDICTIONS.
NOTABLE EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- THE VIRGIN BIRTH: REFERENCED IN MATTHEW 1:22-23, LINKING TO ISAIAH 7:14.

- THe FLIGHT To EGYPT: MATTHEW 2:14-15 CITES HosEA 11: 7, ILLUSTRATING JESUS® CONNECTION TO ISRAEL.
- THE SUFFERING SERVANT: MATTHEW 12:17-21 REFERS TO ISAIAH'S SERVANT, EMPHASIZING JESUS’ MISSION.

THe KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

A CENTRAL THEME IN MATTHEW IS THE CONCEPT OF THE “KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,” WHICH SIGNIFIES THE REIGN OF GOD THROUGH
Jesus. KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE:

- PARABLES: MATTHEW EMPLOYS PARABLES TO ILLUSTRATE THE NATURE OF THE KINGDOM, SUCH AS THE PARABLE OF THE
Sower (MATTHEW 13:1-23) AND THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD Seep (MaTTHEW 13:31-32).

- ETHICAL TEACHINGS: THE SERMON ON THE MoOUNT (MATTHEW 5-7) OUTLINES THE VALUES AND BEHAVIORS EXPECTED IN THE
KINGDOM, EMPHASIZING LOVE, HUMILITY, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

THe GReAT COMMISSION

THE CONCLUSION OF MATTHEW EMPHASIZES THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH. IN MATTHEW 28:19-20, JESUS INSTRUCTS His
DISCIPLES TO:

1. Go: SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL TO ALL NATIONS.
2. BAPTIZE: INITIATE NEW BELIEVERS INTO THE FAITH.

3. TEACH: ENCOURAGE OBEDIENCE TO JESUS” TEACHINGS.

THIS COMMISSION UNDERSCORES THE UNIVERSAL ASPECT OF CHRISTIANITY AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BELIEVERS TO
EV ANGELIZE.

LITERARY FEATURES

MATTHEW'S WRITING CONTAINS VARIOUS LITERARY FEATURES THAT ENHANCE ITS MESSAGE AND APPEAL.

GENEALOGY AND FULFILLMENT MOTIF

THE GENEALOGY IN MATTHEW 1:1-17 SERVES NOT ONLY TO ESTABLISH JESUS' LINEAGE BUT ALSO TO HIGHLIGHT THE
FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S PROMISES ACROSS GENERATIONS. |T EMPHASIZES:

- CONNECTION TO DAVIDZJESUS IS PORTRAYED AS THE RIGHTFUL HEIR TO DAVID'S THRONE.

- INCLUSION OF MARGINALIZED FIGURES: THE GENEALOGY INCLUDES WOMEN LIKE T AMAR, RAHAB, AND RUTH, SUGGESTING A
BROADER SCOPE OF GOD’S GRACE.

Use oF QUOTATIONS AND ALLUSIONS

MATTHEW'S FREQUENT USE OF OLD TESTAMENT QUOTATIONS DEEPENS THE THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF EVENTS INJESUS/
LIFE. THIS TECHNIQUE SERVES TO:



- VALIDATE JESUS" AUTHORITY: BY ALIGNING JESUS® ACTIONS WITH SCRIPTURE, MATTHEW AFFIRMS HIS DIVINE AUTHORITY.
- ENCOURAGE REFLECTION: READERS ARE PROMPTED TO CONSIDER THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN JESUS’ LIFE AND THE PROPHETIC
TRADITION.

IMPACT AND LEGACY

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW HAS HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON CHRISTIANITY THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

INFLUENCE ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

MATTHEW'S TEACHINGS HAVE SHAPED CORE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES, INCLUDING!:

1. CHRISTOLOGY: UNDERSTANDING JESUS AS BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE.
2. ETHICS: THE MORAL TEACHINGS DERIVED FROM THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT HAVE BECOME FOUNDATIONAL FOR CHRISTIAN
ETHICS.

LiTurGicaL UsE

MATTHEW IS FREQUENTLY READ IN CHRISTIAN LITURGY, PARTICULARLY DURING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS DUE TO ITS EMPHASIS
ON THE BIRTH NARRATIVES. |TS THEMES RESONATE DURING EASTER AS WELL, ESPECIALLY REGARDING THE RESURRECTION AND
GReAT COMMISSION.

MODERN RELEVANCE

CONTEMPORARY READERS FIND RELEVANCE IN MATTHEW'S TEACHINGS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE, LOVE, AND COMMUNITY. ISSUES SUCH
AS:

- THE TREATMENT OF THE MARGINALIZED: MATTHEW'S EMPHASIS ON CARING FOR “THE LEAST oF THESE” (MATTHEW 25:40)
ENCOURAGES ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT IN SOCIAL ISSUES.

- INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS: THE CALL TO FORGIVE AND RECONCILE (MATTHEW 6:14-15) REMAINS PERTINENT IN TODAY’S
SOCIETY.

CoNcCLUSION

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW IS A PROFOUND TEXT THAT NOT ONLY NARRATES THE LIFE OFJESUS BUT ALSO SEEKS
TO CONVEY DEEP THEOLOGICAL TRUTHS AND ETHICAL IMPERATIVES FOR ITS READERS. |TS RICH NARRATIVE, EMPHASIS ON THE
FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY, AND THEOLOGICAL DEPTH HAVE MADE IT AN ESSENTIAL PART OF CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE, SHAPING THE
FAITH AND PRACTICE OF MILLIONS OVER THE CENTURIES. THE GOSPEL INVITES BELIEVERS TO REFLECT ON THEIR FAITH, ENGAGE
WITH THE TEACHINGS OFJESUS/ AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ONGOING MISSION OF THE CHURCH TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS WITH
THE WORLD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW IS THE FULFILLMENT OF OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OFJESUS AS THE MESSIAH AND KING OF THEJE\X/S.

How poes THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW DIFFER FROM THE OTHER GOSPELS?

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW INCLUDES A STRONG EMPHASIS ONJESUS, TEACHINGS, PARTICULARLY THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT,
AND IT CONTAINS UNIQUE PARABLES AND NARRATIVES NOT FOUND IN MARK OR LUKE.

WHAT GENEALOGY DOES MATTHEW PRESENT , AND WHY IS IT SIGNIFICANT?

MATTHEW PRESENTS A GENEALOGY THAT TRACESJESUS, LINEAGE BACK TO ABRAHAM, HIGHLIGHTING HISJE\X/ISH HERITAGE AND
FULFILLING THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY OF THE MESSIAH COMING FROM THE LINE OF DAVID.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT IN MATTHEW?

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT ENCAPSULATESJESUS, ETHICAL TEACHINGS, INCLUDING THE BEATITUDES, AND
OUTLINES THE VALUES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN/ EMPHASIZING LOVE, MERCY, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

How poes MATTHEW DEPICT THE ROLE OF DISCIPLESHIP?

MATTHEW DEPICTS DISCIPLESHIP AS A COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW JESUS, HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH, OBEDIENCE,
AND THE GREAT COMMISSION, WHERE JESUS COMMANDS HIS FOLLOWERS TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL.

WHAT IS THE GREAT COMMISSION MENTIONED IN MATTHEW?

THe GREAT COMMISSION, FOUND IN MATTHEW 28:18-20, IS JESUS’ INSTRUCTION TO HIS DISCIPLES TO GO AND MAKE
DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM AND TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THAT HE COMMANDED.

How poEs MATTHEW PORTRAY THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY?

MATTHEW FREQUENTLY CITES OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES TO DEMONSTRATE HO\X/JESUS/ LIFE AND MINISTRY FULFILL THESE
PREDICTIONS, ESTABLISHING HiS IDENTITY AS THE MESSIAH.

\WHAT PARABLES ARE UNIQUE TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW?

SOME PARABLES UNIQUE TO MATTHEW INCLUDE THE PARABLE OF THE W/EEDS, THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE, AND THE
PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT, EACH ILLUSTRATING KEY SPIRITUAL TRUTHS.

\W/HAT ROLE DO THE PHARISEES PLAY IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW?

THE PHARISEES ARE OFTEN DEPICTED AS OPPONENTS OFJESUS IN MATTHE\X// REPRESENTING THEJE\X/ISH RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES
WHO CHALLENGE HIS TEACHINGS AND ULTIMATELY CONSPIRE AGAINST HiM.

WHY IS THE LORD’S PRAYER INCLUDED IN MATTHEW, AND WHAT DOES IT TEACH?

THE LorD’S PRAYER, FOUND IN MATTHEW 6:9-13, IS INCLUDED AS A MODEL FOR PRAYER, TEACHING BELIEVERS ABOUT THE
NATURE OF GOD, THE IMPORTANCE OF FORGIVENESS, AND SEEKING GOD’S KINGDOM AND WILL.
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