THE GREAT DEBATERS MOVIE RESPONSE WORKSHEET ANSWER
KEY

THE GREAT DEBATERS MOVIE RESPONSE WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS
WHO WISH TO DELVE DEEPER INTO THE CRITICAL THEMES AND LESSONS PRESENTED IN THE FILM. “THE GREAT DEBATERS,”
DIRECTED BY DENZEL \X/ASHINGTON/ IS BASED ON THE TRUE STORY OF THE WILEY COLLEGE DEBATE TEAM, WHICH CHALLENGES
THE NORMS OF THE 1930s BY COMPETING AGAINST HARVARD UNIVERSITY. THIS FILM NOT ONLY SHOWCASES THE ART OF
DEBATE BUT ALSO ADDRESSES IMPORTANT SOCIAL ISSUES SUCH AS RACIAL INEQUALITY, JUSTICE, AND THE POWER OF
EDUCATION. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE’LL EXPLORE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE FILM, PROVIDE INSIGHTS INTO THE RESPONSE

W ORKSHEET, AND OFFER AN ANSWER KEY FOR EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS ALIKE.

OVERVIEW OF “"THE GREAT DEBATERS”

“THe GREAT DEBATERS” IS SET IN THE 1930S IN THE SEGREGATED SOUTH, FOCUSING ON THE LIVES OF FOUR STUDENTS WHO
STRIVE TO MAKE THEIR VOICES HEARD. THE FILM IS INSPIRED BY THE TRUE STORY OF THE WILEY COLLEGE DEBATE TEAM, LED BY
THEIR PROFESSOR MELVIN B. TOLSON, PLAYED BY DENZEL W/ ASHINGTON. THE OTHER MAIN CHARACTERS INCLUDE JAMES FARMER
Jr., PLAYED BY NATE PARKER; HENRY LOWE, PORTRAYED BY DAVID OYELOWO; AND SAMANTHA BOOKE, PLAYED BY JURNEE
SMOLLETT. THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THEIR JOURNEY AS THEY PREPARE FOR AND COMPETE IN DEBATES AGAINST PRESTIGIOUS
UNIVERSITIES, ALL WHILE GRAPPLING WITH THE HARSH REALITIES OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.

Key THEMES IN THE FILM

THE FILM IS RICH IN THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY AUDIENCES. SOME OF THE CRITICAL THEMES INCLUDE:
® RACIAL INJUSTICE: THE FILM ADDRESSES THE STRUGGLES AGAINST RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL
RIGHTS.

* THE POWER OF EDUCATION: IT EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AS A TOOL FOR EMPOWERMENT AND
CHANGE.

o DeBATE AS A FORM OF RESISTANCE: THE ACT OF DEBATING IS PORTRAYED AS A WAY TO CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS
AND ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE.

e UNITY AND TEAMWORK: THE BOND AMONG THE DEBATE TEAM MEMBERS DEMONSTRATES THE POWER OF UNITY IN
OVERCOMING OBSTACLES.

¢ INDIVIDUAL VS. COLLECTIVE IDENTITY: CHARACTERS WRESTLE WITH THEIR PERSONAL ASPIRATIONS AND THEIR ROLES
WITHIN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.

THE IMPORTANCE OF A RESPONSE \X ORKSHEET

A RESPONSE WORKSHEET FOR ' THE GREAT DEBATERS” SERVES MULTIPLE PURPOSES IN AN EDUCATIONAL SETTING. |T
ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE CRITICALLY WITH THE FILM AND REFLECT ON ITS THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND HISTORICAL
CONTEXT. HERE ARE SOME BENEFITS OF USING A RESPONSE WORKSHEET:

e CRITICAL THINKING: STUDENTS ANALYZE THE FILM'S MESSAGES AND HOW THEY RELATE TO CURRENT SOCIETAL ISSUES.



® ENHANCED UNDERSTANDING: THE WORKSHEET PROMPTS DISCUSSIONS THAT LEAD TO A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
FILM'S CONTEXT AND SIGNIFICANCE.

® PERSONAL REFLECTION: IT ALLOWS STUDENTS TO CONNECT THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES TO THE THEMES PRESENTED IN THE
FILM.

e ASSESSMENT ToOL: EDUCATORS CAN USE THE RESPONSES TO GAUGE STUDENTS’ COMPREHENSION AND ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE FILM.

COMPONENTS OF THE \W ORKSHEET

TYPICALLY, A MOVIE RESPONSE WORKSHEET MAY INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:

1. CHARACTER ANALYSIS: QUESTIONS EXAMINING THE MOTIVATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAIN CHARACTERS.
2. THEME EXPLORATION: PROMPTS THAT ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO IDENTIFY AND DISCUSS KEY THEMES IN THE FILM.
3. HisToricAL CONTEXT: QUESTIONS RELATING THE FILM'S EVENTS TO THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP OF THE 1930s.

4. PERSONAL REFLECTION: SECTIONS THAT ALLOW STUDENTS TO EXPRESS THEIR THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS ABOUT THE
FILM.

5. DeBATE TECHNIQUESI ANALYSIS OF THE DEBATE TECHNIQUES USED BY THE CHARACTERS AND THEIR EFFECTIVENESS.

ANSWER KEY FOR THE RESPONSE W/ ORKSHEET

PROVIDING AN ANSWER KEY FOR THE MOVIE RESPONSE WORKSHEET CAN HELP EDUCATORS GUIDE DISCUSSIONS AND ENSURE THAT
STUDENTS GRASP THE ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS PRESENTED IN THE FILM. BELOW ARE SAMPLE ANSWERS FOR COMMON QUESTIONS
THAT MIGHT APPEAR ON SUCH A \WORKSHEET.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

1. DESCRIBE THE CHARACTER OF MELVIN B. TOLSON. WHAT ARE HIS MOTIVATIONS?

- MELVIN B. TOLSON IS A PASSIONATE AND DETERMINED PROFESSOR WHO SEEKS TO EMPOWER HIS STUDENTS THROUGH
EDUCATION AND DEBATE. HIS MOTIVATIONS STEM FROM HIS DESIRE TO CHALLENGE SOCIETAL INJUSTICES AND INSPIRE YOUNG
AFRICAN AMERICANS TO FIND THEIR VOICES.

2. How poEs JAMES FARMER JR. EVOLVE THROUGHOUT THE FILM?
- JAMES FARMER JR. STARTS AS A TIMID AND UNSURE STUDENT BUT GRADUALLY GAINS CONFIDENCE AND ASSERTIVENESS AS HE
PARTICIPATES IN DEBATES. HIS CHARACTER ARC REPRESENTS THE JOURNEY FROM SELF-DOUBT TO SELF-ADVOCACY.

THEME EXPLORATION

1. WHAT ROLE DOES EDUCATION PLAY IN THE FILM?
- EDUCATION IS PORTRAYED AS A POWERFUL TOOL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE AND PERSONAL EMPOWERMENT. THE CHARACTERS USE
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO CONFRONT AND CHALLENGE SYSTEMIC RACISM.



2. How IS THE THEME OF RACIAL INJUSTICE DEPICTED?
- RACIAL INJUSTICE IS DEPICTED THROUGH THE CHARACTERS  EXPERIENCES WITH DISCRIMINATION AND THEIR DETERMINATION TO
FIGHT AGAINST IT. THE DEBATES SERVE AS A PLATFORM FOR ADDRESSING THESE ISSUES.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

1. WHAT HISTORICAL EVENTS ALIGN WITH THE FILM'S SETTING?
- THE FILM IS SET DURING THE JIM CROW ERA, A TIME WHEN RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION WERE RAMPANT IN THE
UNITED STATES. IT REFLECTS THE STRUGGLES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS DURING THIS PERIOD.

2. How DOES THE FILM REFLECT THE BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT?

- WHILE SET BEFORE THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT GAINED MOMENTUM, THE FILM FORESHADOWS THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY AND
JUSTICE THAT WOULD BECOME CENTRAL TO THE MOVEMENT, HIGHLIGHTING THE EARLY EFFORTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS TO
ASSERT THEIR RIGHTS.

PERSONAL REFLECTION

1. How DID THE FILM IMPACT YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF DEBATE?
- THE FILM ILLUSTRATES THAT DEBATE IS NOT JUST ABOUT WINNING; IT IS A WAY TO COMMUNICATE IDEAS, ADVOCATE FOR
CHANGE, AND CONFRONT DIFFICULT ISSUES. | T EMPHASIZES THE IMPORT ANCE OF RHETORIC AND PERSUASIVE SKILLS.

2. WHAT LESSONS DID YOU LEARN FROM THE CHARACTERS' JOURNEYS?
- THE CHARACTERS' JOURNEYS TEACH THE IMPORTANCE OF RESILIENCE, THE VALUE OF EDUCATION, AND THE NEED TO STAND UP
FOR ONE’S BELIEFS, REGARDLESS OF THE OBSTACLES FACED.

CoNcCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE GREAT DEBATERS MOVIE RESPONSE WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ENHANCING THE
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE SURROUNDING “THE GREAT DEBATERS.” BY ENGAGING WITH THE FILM THROUGH STRUCTURED
QUESTIONS AND REFLECTIONS, STUDENTS CAN GAIN VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO ITS THEMES AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THE FILM
SERVES AS NOT JUST A TALE OF DEBATE BUT ALSO A POIGNANT REMINDER OF THE STRUGGLES FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY,
MAKING IT AN ESSENTIAL VIEWING FOR BOTH STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS. BY UTILIZING THE WORKSHEET AND ANSWER KEY,
EDUCATORS CAN FOSTER MEANINGFUL DISCUSSIONS THAT RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND ENCOURAGE STUDENTS
TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT THEIR OWN ROLES IN SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN ‘'THE GREAT DEBATERS’ THAT CAN BE DISCUSSED IN A
RESPONSE WORKSHEET?

THE FILM EXPLORES THEMES SUCH AS THE POWER OF EDUCATION, SOCIAL JUSTICE, RACIAL INEQUALITY, AND THE IMPORTANCE
OF FREE SPEECH, ALL OF WHICH CAN BE ANALYZED IN DEPTH IN A RESPONSE \WORKSHEET.

How DOES THE CHARACTER OF MELVIN B. TOLSON CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL
MESSAGE OF THE FILM?

MELVIN B. TOLSON SERVES AS A MENTOR WHO INSPIRES HIS STUDENTS TO CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS AND FIGHT FOR THEIR
RIGHTS, EMBODYING THE FILM'S MESSAGE ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTIVISM AND INTELLECTUAL COURAGE.



WHAT ROLE DOES THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT PLAY IN SHAPING THE NARRATIVE OF ‘'THE
GREAT DEBATERS'?

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE 19305, PARTICULARLY THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLES, PROVIDES A BACKDROP THAT
EMPHASIZES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DEBATE AS A TOOL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE AND HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN
AMERICANS DURING THIS ERA.

\WHAT IMPACT DOES THE DEBATE COMPETITION HAVE ON THE CHARACTERS'
DEVELOPMENT THROUGHOUT THE FILM?

THE DEBATE COMPETITION ACTS AS A CATALYST FOR PERSONAL GROWTH, PUSHING CHARACTERS TO CONFRONT THEIR FEARS,
ARTICULATE THEIR BELIEFS, AND DEVELOP A STRONGER SENSE OF IDENTITY AND PURPOSE.

How CAN THE FILM'S PORTRAYAL OF DEBATE AS A FORM OF EMPOWERMENT BE
REFLECTED IN A RESPONSE WORKSHEET?

THE FILM ILLUSTRATES DEBATE AS A MEANS OF EMPOWERMENT BY SHOWCASING HOW THE CHARACTERS USE THEIR VOICES TO
ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE, WHICH CAN BE REFLECTED IN A RESPONSE \WORKSHEET BY PROMPTING STUDENTS TO ANALYZE SPECIFIC
DEBATES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR EMPOWERMENT.
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