the great emergence phyllis tickle

The Great Emergence is a compelling concept introduced by Phyllis Tickle in
her book of the same name, published in 2008. Tickle, an influential
Christian author and historian, explores the shifts and transformations
occurring within Christianity and society at large. Her thesis posits that
every 500 years, the church undergoes a significant reformation—-a time of
upheaval that leads to a renaissance in spiritual thought and practice. In
this article, we will delve into the key themes of Tickle's work, its
historical context, and the implications for Christianity today.

Understanding The Great Emergence

Phyllis Tickle's idea of the Great Emergence revolves around the notion that
the church experiences cyclical periods of transformation, akin to a
spiritual spring cleaning. According to Tickle, these periods can be
characterized as follows:

e 500-Year Cycles: Tickle identifies key historical moments in the
church's history where significant changes occurred, including the rise
of Christianity in the Roman Empire, the Great Schism between Eastern
and Western Christianity, and the Protestant Reformation.

e Emerging Church Movement: Tickle connects the contemporary trends within
Christianity, particularly the Emerging Church Movement, to this
historical framework, suggesting that a new form of spirituality is
arising in response to modern challenges.

e Societal Changes: The Great Emergence is not limited to the church but
reflects broader societal changes, including shifts in cultural norms,
technological advances, and the rise of pluralism.

Historical Context

To fully understand Tickle’s concept of the Great Emergence, it is essential
to examine the significant historical reforms that have shaped Christianity.

The Early Church and the Roman Empire

The emergence of Christianity in the early centuries of the Common Era marked
the first significant shift. As the faith spread throughout the Roman Empire,



it faced persecution but ultimately became the state religion. This
transformation laid the groundwork for the establishment of church authority
and doctrine.

The Great Schism

In 1054, the church faced a profound divide, resulting in the Eastern
Orthodox and Roman Catholic branches. This schism was fueled by theological
disputes, political tensions, and cultural differences, highlighting the
complexity of maintaining unity within the faith.

The Protestant Reformation

The Protestant Reformation in the 16th century was another crucial turning
point. Figures like Martin Luther and John Calvin challenged the established
church's practices and beliefs, leading to the formation of various
Protestant denominations. This movement emphasized individual interpretation
of the Scriptures and personal faith, significantly altering the landscape of
Christianity.

The Contemporary Landscape

In her exploration of the Great Emergence, Tickle identifies several
contemporary trends that reflect this cycle of transformation.

Emerging Church Movement

The Emerging Church Movement has gained traction in recent decades,
characterized by:

e Inclusivity: A focus on inclusivity, embracing diverse perspectives and
backgrounds.

e Authenticity: A desire for authentic community and spirituality, often
rejecting institutionalized forms of worship.

e Engagement with Culture: A commitment to engaging with contemporary
culture, addressing social justice issues, and fostering dialogue with
other faith traditions.



Postmodern Influence

The philosophical shift toward postmodernism has also played a vital role in
shaping contemporary spirituality. Postmodern thought challenges absolute
truths and emphasizes subjective experiences, leading to a more fluid
understanding of faith. This has encouraged many to explore spirituality
outside traditional boundaries.

Technological Impact

The advent of technology and social media has fundamentally altered how
individuals engage with faith. Online communities, podcasts, and virtual
worship services have created new opportunities for connection and growth,
allowing individuals to explore faith in diverse ways.

Challenges and Opportunities

While the Great Emergence presents opportunities for renewal and growth
within Christianity, it also brings challenges that must be navigated.

Challenges

1. Fragmentation: As new expressions of faith emerge, there is a risk of
fragmentation within the church. Diverse interpretations and practices can
lead to division rather than unity.

2. Loss of Tradition: In the quest for authenticity and relevance, some may
overlook the rich traditions and teachings of the church, potentially leading
to a loss of historical context.

3. Cultural Resistance: The church's engagement with contemporary culture may
face resistance from those who prefer traditional practices, leading to
tensions within congregations.

Opportunities

1. Renewed Spirituality: The Great Emergence offers a chance for individuals
to rediscover their faith in a way that resonates with their experiences and
modern societal realities.

2. Collaborative Efforts: Emerging communities often prioritize collaboration
and dialogue, fostering unity among diverse groups within Christianity.



3. Social Justice Advocacy: The emphasis on social justice and community
engagement can lead to meaningful action and impact, responding to pressing
issues in society.

The Future of the Church

Tickle's insights compel us to consider the future of Christianity in light
of the Great Emergence. As the church navigates this transformative period,
several questions arise:

What Does Faith Look Like Today?

The nature of faith is evolving, moving towards a more inclusive and
experiential understanding. This shift may lead to:

e A focus on community and relational spirituality.

e Increased emphasis on the intersection of faith and social justice.

e A willingness to engage in interfaith dialogue and collaboration.

How Can the Church Adapt?

To thrive in this new landscape, the church must be willing to adapt. This
can be achieved through:

1. Embracing Change: Acknowledging that change is part of the Christian
journey and being open to new expressions of faith.

2. Fostering Community: Creating spaces for authentic connections and
relationships that reflect the love of Christ.

3. Engaging with the Culture: Actively participating in conversations about
societal issues and engaging with diverse voices within the community.

Conclusion

Phyllis Tickle'’s concept of the Great Emergence invites us to reflect on the
cyclical nature of church history and the transformative periods that shape
our faith. As we inhabit this current moment of change, it is essential to



embrace the opportunities for renewal while being mindful of the challenges
that lie ahead. By fostering inclusive communities, engaging with
contemporary culture, and advocating for justice, the church can navigate the
Great Emergence with grace and purpose. Ultimately, the future of
Christianity may not be about returning to the past but embracing the new
pathways that God is revealing in our midst.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Emergence' by Phyllis Tickle
about?

‘The Great Emergence' explores the shifts in Christianity and spirituality in
the modern world, suggesting that we are experiencing a significant
transformation in how faith is understood and practiced.

What key themes are discussed in 'The Great
Emergence'?

Key themes include the evolution of religious beliefs, the impact of cultural
changes on spirituality, and the idea of a cyclical pattern of emergence in
faith traditions throughout history.

How does Tickle relate historical events to
contemporary religious changes?

Tickle draws parallels between past religious shifts, such as the Reformation
and the rise of modernism, to current trends in spirituality, highlighting
how history informs today's faith practices.

What role does Tickle assign to the emerging church
movement in 'The Great Emergence'?

Tickle sees the emerging church movement as a vital part of the current
transformation in Christianity, representing a response to cultural changes
and a quest for deeper spiritual authenticity.

How does Phyllis Tickle address the concept of
'postmodernism' in the book?

Tickle discusses postmodernism as a catalyst for change in religious thought,
emphasizing its challenge to traditional authority and its encouragement of
diverse perspectives within faith communities.



What does Tickle mean by 'the Great Emergence'?

The 'Great Emergence' refers to a significant period of change and
reformation in Christianity, characterized by new expressions of faith and a
departure from established norms and practices.

What are some criticisms of Tickle's views in 'The
Great Emergence'?

Critics argue that Tickle may oversimplify complex theological issues and
that her optimistic view of change may not fully account for the challenges
faced by traditional churches.

How does Tickle's background influence her
perspective in 'The Great Emergence'?

With a background in theology and church leadership, Tickle brings a rich
understanding of Christian history and a passion for exploring innovative
expressions of faith, which informs her perspective on emerging trends.

What impact has 'The Great Emergence' had on
discussions about the future of the church?

'The Great Emergence' has sparked important conversations about the
adaptability of the church, encouraging leaders and congregations to rethink
their approaches to ministry and community engagement in a changing world.
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