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The Great Gatsby: Analyzing Literature Worksheet Answers

The Great Gatsby, written by F. Scott Fitzgerald and published in 1925, is a
quintessential novel of the American literary canon. It encapsulates the
essence of the Jazz Age and explores themes of ambition, love, and the
American Dream. Analyzing literature, particularly through worksheets, allows
readers to delve deeper into the text, uncovering critical elements such as
character development, symbolism, and thematic concerns. This article will
provide a comprehensive analysis of The Great Gatsby, focusing on key
components that can be addressed through a literature worksheet.

Overview of The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby is set in the summer of 1922 and follows the life of Jay
Gatsby, a wealthy and enigmatic figure who is known for his lavish parties
and unyielding love for Daisy Buchanan. The story is narrated by Nick
Carraway, who is drawn into Gatsby's world and becomes an observer of the
events that unfold. The novel is rich with social commentary and mirrors the
disillusionment of the American Dream during the Roaring Twenties.

Key Characters

Understanding the characters in The Great Gatsby i1s paramount to grasping the
novel's themes. Here are the key characters:

1. Jay Gatsby - The protagonist, characterized by his wealth and mysterious
past. His longing for Daisy represents the unattainable aspects of the
American Dream.

2. Daisy Buchanan - The object of Gatsby's affection, she embodies beauty and
wealth but also represents the moral decay hidden beneath the surface of the
American elite.

3. Nick Carraway - The narrator and Gatsby's neighbor, who provides a
critical perspective on the events and characters. He represents the moral
compass of the story.

4. Tom Buchanan - Daisy's husband, who is wealthy, arrogant, and embodies the
brutal nature of the American upper class.

5. Jordan Baker - A professional golfer and friend of Daisy, she represents
the modern woman but also embodies cynicism and moral ambiguity.

Major Themes

Several recurring themes shape the narrative of The Great Gatsby. These can
be highlighted in a literature worksheet:

— The American Dream: The novel critiques the notion of the American Dream as
it portrays wealth and success as hollow pursuits that lead to
disillusionment.



— Social Class and Inequality: The stark contrast between the old money
(represented by Tom and Daisy) and new money (represented by Gatsby)
highlights the social stratification of 1920s America.

— Love and Relationships: The complex relationships between characters,
particularly Gatsby and Daisy, illustrate the intersection of love,
obsession, and betrayal.

— Identity and Self-Presentation: Gatsby's transformation from James Gatz
into Jay Gatsby showcases themes of identity and the lengths individuals go
to reinvent themselves.

Symbolism in The Great Gatsby

Symbolism plays a crucial role in enriching the narrative and can be
effectively analyzed in a worksheet format. Here are some significant symbols
in the novel:

1. The Green Light - Located at the end of Daisy’s dock, it symbolizes
Gatsby's unattainable dreams and the hope that drives him.

2. The Valley of Ashes - This desolate area between West Egg and New York
City represents the moral and social decay resulting from the uninhibited
pursuit of wealth.

3. The Eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg - These eyes symbolize the idea of a
watchful God and the moral decay of society, as they overlook the characters'
lives and actions.

4. The Car - Gatsby’s luxurious car symbolizes wealth and excess but also
becomes a vehicle of tragedy in the novel.

Analyzing Key Passages

To deepen understanding, literature worksheets often include analysis of key
passages. Here are some notable excerpts worthy of examination:

1. The Opening Lines:

— The novel begins with Nick’s reflection on his father’s advice about
withholding judgment. This sets the tone for the narrative and establishes
Nick as an unreliable narrator who grapples with his moral compass.

2. Gatsby’s Parties:

— The lavish parties hosted by Gatsby serve as a microcosm of the Jazz Age,
showcasing the excesses of wealth and the emptiness of social interactions
among the elite.

3. The Confrontation in the Plaza Hotel:
— The heated exchange between Gatsby and Tom reveals the tension between old
money and new money, culminating in the unraveling of Gatsby’s dreams.

4. Gatsby’s Death:
— The tragic end of Gatsby serves as a poignant commentary on the futility of
the American Dream and the inevitable disillusionment that follows.



Character Development

The growth and complexity of characters can be effectively analyzed through
literature worksheets. Here’s an exploration of the development of key
characters:

- Jay Gatsby:

— Gatsby evolves from a mysterious millionaire to a tragic figure. His
idealism and relentless pursuit of Daisy ultimately lead to his downfall,
illustrating the hollowness of the American Dream.

- Nick Carraway:

— Nick’s character arc moves from naivety to disillusionment. His initial
admiration for Gatsby transforms into a critical understanding of the moral
decay surrounding him.

— Daisy Buchanan:

— Daisy is portrayed as a complex character who oscillates between desire and
self-preservation. Her choices reflect the constraints placed on women during
the 1920s and the societal expectations that govern her actions.

Concluding Thoughts

The Great Gatsby remains a powerful exploration of the American Dream and the
complexities of human relationships. Through the lens of a literature
worksheet, readers can engage with the novel's intricate themes, symbols, and
character dynamics. Analyzing these elements allows for a deeper appreciation
of Fitzgerald's critique of society and the timeless relevance of his work.
The answers derived from such worksheets not only enhance comprehension but
also encourage readers to reflect on their interpretations of the text and
its implications in today’s world. By fostering critical thinking and
analytical skills, literature worksheets serve as valuable tools for
understanding and appreciating literary masterpieces like The Great Gatsby.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the green light in 'The
Great Gatsby'?

The green light represents Gatsby's hopes and dreams for the future,
particularly his desire for Daisy and the American Dream itself.

How does Fitzgerald use symbolism to enhance the
themes in the novel?
Fitzgerald employs various symbols, such as the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg

and the valley of ashes, to reflect themes of moral decay and the illusion of
the American Dream.



What role does the character of Nick Carraway play as
a narrator?

Nick serves as both a participant and an observer, providing insights into
the other characters while also offering a moral perspective on the events of
the story.

In what ways does 'The Great Gatsby' critique the
American Dream?

The novel critiques the American Dream by illustrating its unattainability
and the moral decay that accompanies the pursuit of wealth and status.

How does Fitzgerald portray the differences between
social classes in the novel?

Fitzgerald contrasts East Egg and West Egg to highlight the differences
between o0ld money and new money, emphasizing themes of class and privilege.

What is the significance of the character Myrtle
Wilson in the story?

Myrtle represents the desperate pursuit of the American Dream and the tragic
consequences of trying to rise above one's social status.

How does the setting of the 1920s influence the
events of 'The Great Gatsby'?

The 1920s setting, characterized by post-war prosperity and prohibition,
creates a backdrop for the excesses and moral ambiguity displayed in the
lives of the characters.

What does the ending of 'The Great Gatsby' reveal
about Gatsby's dreams?

The ending highlights the futility of Gatsby's dreams, as he is unable to
attain the idealized version of love and success he yearned for.

How does Fitzgerald use foreshadowing in 'The Great
Gatsby'?

Fitzgerald uses foreshadowing through subtle hints, such as Gatsby's lavish
parties and the ominous symbolism of the valley of ashes, to suggest the
inevitable tragedy of the characters' lives.

What theme does the character of Daisy Buchanan
represent in the novel?
Daisy represents the theme of the elusive nature of love and the

superficiality of wealth, as her beauty and charm mask her emptiness and
moral ambiguity.
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