
the great gatsby annotated

The Great Gatsby Annotated is a literary analysis that delves into F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s iconic novel, which captures the essence of the American Dream
during the Roaring Twenties. This article provides a comprehensive
understanding of the novel through annotations, exploring its themes,
characters, symbols, and social context. By analyzing these elements, we can
better appreciate Fitzgerald’s commentary on wealth, love, and the pursuit of
happiness.

Overview of The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby, published in 1925, is set in the summer of 1922 and
revolves around the life of Jay Gatsby, a wealthy and mysterious man known
for his lavish parties and unrequited love for Daisy Buchanan. The narrative
is delivered through the eyes of Nick Carraway, Gatsby's neighbor and cousin
to Daisy. The story explores the decadence of the Jazz Age and the moral
decay hidden beneath the glittering surface of wealth and glamour.

Plot Summary

The plot can be summarized into a series of key events:

1. Nick's Arrival: Nick Carraway moves to West Egg, Long Island, and becomes
acquainted with his enigmatic neighbor, Jay Gatsby.
2. The Parties: Gatsby throws extravagant parties attended by the elite, yet
he himself seems isolated and longs for Daisy.
3. Reunion with Daisy: Nick facilitates a reunion between Gatsby and Daisy,
revealing Gatsby's deep feelings for her.
4. Conflict: Tension arises with Tom Buchanan, Daisy's husband, who
represents old money and societal norms.
5. Tragedy: The story culminates in tragedy, including a confrontation
between Gatsby and Tom, a hit-and-run accident involving Daisy, and Gatsby's
untimely death.
6. Reflection: The novel ends with Nick reflecting on the American Dream and
the disillusionment that accompanies it.

Characters

Understanding the characters in The Great Gatsby is crucial for interpreting
the novel's themes and messages.

Jay Gatsby

Gatsby is a self-made millionaire who represents the American Dream, yet his
pursuit of wealth is rooted in his obsessive love for Daisy. His tragic flaw
is his idealism, which ultimately leads to his downfall.



Nick Carraway

As the narrator, Nick serves as a moral compass throughout the story. He is
both an insider and outsider, providing a unique perspective on the events
and characters. His reflections on Gatsby illustrate the complexity of
ambition and morality.

Daisy Buchanan

Daisy embodies the American Dream’s allure and superficiality. She is
beautiful and charismatic but ultimately shallow, torn between her love for
Gatsby and her comfortable life with Tom.

Tom Buchanan

Tom represents the old money aristocracy and the moral decay of the wealthy
elite. He is aggressive, arrogant, and embodies the toxic masculinity
prevalent in the era.

Jordan Baker

Jordan is a professional golfer and represents the modern woman of the 1920s.
She is cynical and self-serving, yet she provides insight into the social
dynamics of the time.

Themes

The Great Gatsby explores several enduring themes that resonate with readers
across generations.

The American Dream

At its core, the novel critiques the American Dream, suggesting that the
pursuit of wealth and status often leads to disillusionment. Gatsby's rise
from humble beginnings to immense wealth does not bring him happiness or
fulfillment, highlighting the emptiness of materialism.

Love and Relationships

Fitzgerald examines the complexities of love through the relationships
between Gatsby, Daisy, Tom, and Nick. The novel portrays love as both a
motivating force and a source of conflict, ultimately revealing the
superficial nature of relationships within the upper class.



Class and Society

The division between old money (represented by Tom and Daisy) and new money
(represented by Gatsby) underscores the social stratification of the time.
Fitzgerald critiques the moral decay and lack of authenticity among the
wealthy elite, contrasting it with Gatsby's genuine aspirations.

Isolation and Loneliness

Despite the characters’ wealth and social status, they experience profound
loneliness. Gatsby’s extravagant parties serve as a facade, masking his
isolation. Nick, too, feels alienated in a world driven by greed and
superficiality.

Symbols

Fitzgerald employs various symbols to enhance the novel's themes and
messages.

The Green Light

The green light at the end of Daisy’s dock symbolizes Gatsby's unattainable
dream. It represents hope, aspiration, and the relentless pursuit of an ideal
that may never be realized.

The Valley of Ashes

The Valley of Ashes serves as a stark contrast to the opulence of East and
West Egg. It symbolizes the moral and social decay resulting from the
uninhibited pursuit of wealth, as well as the plight of those left behind in
the American Dream.

The Eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg

The billboard featuring the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg symbolizes the loss of
spiritual values in America, serving as a haunting reminder of the moral
decay lurking beneath the surface of wealth and success.

Social Context

The Great Gatsby is deeply rooted in the social context of the 1920s, a
decade characterized by significant cultural changes.



The Jazz Age

The 1920s, often referred to as the Jazz Age, witnessed a cultural revolution
marked by jazz music, flappers, and a general sense of liberation. However,
this era of prosperity also masked underlying social issues, including
racism, sexism, and economic inequality.

Prohibition and Its Effects

Prohibition, enacted in 1920, led to a rise in organized crime and
speakeasies, as individuals sought illicit means to obtain alcohol. Gatsby’s
wealth is partly derived from illegal activities, reflecting the era's moral
ambiguity and the lengths people would go to achieve their desires.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Great Gatsby Annotated serves as a powerful exploration of
the American Dream, love, and societal values during the Roaring Twenties.
Through its rich characters, intricate symbolism, and poignant themes, F.
Scott Fitzgerald's novel remains relevant today, prompting readers to reflect
on the nature of aspiration, morality, and the true cost of the pursuit of
happiness. The story of Jay Gatsby and his tragic quest continues to
resonate, serving as a cautionary tale about the hollowness of materialism
and the complexities of human relationships. As we navigate our own dreams
and desires, Gatsby’s story reminds us to seek authenticity in a world often
driven by superficiality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the green light in 'The
Great Gatsby'?

The green light represents Gatsby's hopes and dreams for the future,
particularly his desire to reunite with Daisy. It symbolizes the unattainable
and the American Dream itself.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald use symbolism in 'The
Great Gatsby'?

Fitzgerald employs various symbols, such as the green light, the valley of
ashes, and the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg, to convey deeper themes of
aspiration, moral decay, and the illusion of the American Dream.

What role does social class play in 'The Great
Gatsby'?

Social class is a central theme, highlighting the divide between the old
money elite represented by Tom and Daisy Buchanan, and the new money
represented by Gatsby. This division ultimately leads to conflict and



tragedy.

Why is the character of Nick Carraway important in
the novel?

Nick serves as the narrator and a moral compass, providing insight into the
other characters and their motivations. His perspective helps readers
understand the complexities of wealth, love, and disillusionment in the Jazz
Age.

What is the significance of the novel's setting in
the 1920s?

The 1920s, known as the Jazz Age, reflects a time of great social change and
excess in America. The setting emphasizes the themes of decadence, the
pursuit of pleasure, and the moral ambiguity of the era.

How does Fitzgerald portray the theme of love in 'The
Great Gatsby'?

Fitzgerald explores various forms of love, including idealistic love,
unrequited love, and the destructive nature of obsession. Gatsby's love for
Daisy is portrayed as both romantic and ultimately tragic.

What is the role of women in 'The Great Gatsby'?

Women in the novel, such as Daisy and Jordan Baker, embody the changing roles
of women in the 1920s. They reflect both empowerment and the limitations
imposed by society, often serving as both objects of desire and symbols of
unattainable dreams.

How does 'The Great Gatsby' critique the American
Dream?

The novel critiques the American Dream by showing how the pursuit of wealth
and status can lead to moral decay and disillusionment. Gatsby's rise and
fall illustrate the emptiness behind the glamour of success.
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