the great gatsby art and analysis
answer key

The Great Gatsby Art and Analysis Answer Key is an essential resource for students
and scholars looking to delve deeper into F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. Set against the
backdrop of the Roaring Twenties, this literary masterpiece explores themes of wealth,
class, love, and the American Dream. Understanding the intricate elements of the novel—its
symbolism, character development, and historical context—can significantly enhance one's
appreciation of the text. This article will guide you through a comprehensive analysis of
"The Great Gatsby," providing insights and an answer key to key themes and motifs.

Overview of "The Great Gatsby"

F. Scott Fitzgerald published "The Great Gatsby" in 1925, a time of great social change in
America. The novel is narrated by Nick Carraway, who moves to West Egg, Long Island, and
becomes embroiled in the lives of his wealthy neighbor, Jay Gatsby, and his cousin, Daisy
Buchanan. The narrative unfolds against the backdrop of lavish parties and the stark
realities of the American social hierarchy.

Key Themes in "The Great Gatsby"

Understanding the predominant themes of the novel is crucial for a comprehensive
analysis. Here are some of the most important themes:

1. The American Dream: The pursuit of happiness and prosperity is central to the
characters’ motivations, yet Fitzgerald critiques the notion that wealth equates to
genuine success.

2. Class Distinction: The divide between old money (East Egg) and new money (West
Egg) is a recurring motif, highlighting the entrenched social hierarchies of the time.

3. Love and Relationships: The complexities of love are explored through Gatsby’s
obsession with Daisy and Tom Buchanan'’s infidelities.

4. ldentity and Self-Invention: Gatsby's transformation from James Gatz to Jay Gatsby
illustrates the theme of self-reinvention and the lengths to which individuals go to
craft their identities.

5. Morality and Decay: The moral decay underlying the glittering facade of the Jazz
Age serves as a critical commentary on the era's excesses.



Character Analysis

Each character in "The Great Gatsby" serves a specific purpose in the narrative. Here's a
closer look at the major characters and their roles:

Jay Gatsby

Jay Gatsby is the enigmatic protagonist whose lavish lifestyle is a facade hiding his tragic
past. His relentless pursuit of Daisy symbolizes the unattainable American Dream. Gatsby's
grand parties and opulent mansion represent his wealth, yet they also highlight his isolation
and despair.

Daisy Buchanan

Daisy is the object of Gatsby's affection and represents the allure of wealth and beauty.
However, her character is also marked by superficiality and a lack of genuine emotion,
illustrating the emptiness of the life that Gatsby yearns for.

Nick Carraway

As the narrator, Nick serves as a moral compass in the story. His observations provide
insight into the other characters and their motivations, while also reflecting his own
disillusionment with the American Dream.

Tom Buchanan

Tom embodies the brutality of the old money elite and represents the darker side of wealth.
His affair with Myrtle Wilson and his treatment of others showcase his moral decay and
entitlement.

Jordan Baker

Jordan is a professional golfer and a friend of Daisy’s. She represents the modern woman of
the 1920s, embodying both independence and moral ambiguity. Her character serves to
highlight the changing roles of women during this time.

Symbolism in "The Great Gatsbhy"



Fitzgerald expertly uses symbolism to enrich the narrative and deepen the reader's
understanding of the characters and themes. Below are some of the key symbols:

* The Green Light: Positioned at the end of Daisy's dock, the green light represents
Gatsby's hopes and dreams for the future, particularly his desire for Daisy.

e The Valley of Ashes: This desolate landscape symbolizes the moral and social decay
resulting from the uninhibited pursuit of wealth.

* The Eyes of Dr. T.). Eckleburg: These eyes, depicted on a billboard, are often
interpreted as the eyes of God, watching over the characters’ moral failures.

* The Color Yellow: Often associated with Gatsby’s car and the lavish parties, yellow
symbolizes wealth and decadence but also decay and betrayal.

Historical Context

To fully understand "The Great Gatsby," it is essential to consider the historical context in
which it was written. The 1920s was a period marked by:

The Jazz Age

This era was characterized by jazz music, flappers, and a cultural shift towards more liberal
attitudes. Fitzgerald captures this spirit of excess and rebellion in his portrayal of the
characters' extravagant lifestyles.

Prohibition

The banning of alcohol during Prohibition led to the rise of speakeasies and organized
crime. Gatsby's wealth is often connected to these illegal activities, hinting at the corrupt
underpinnings of the American Dream.

The Great Migration

The movement of African Americans from the rural South to the urban North during this
period brought about significant social change. While Fitzgerald focuses on the lives of the
wealthy, the backdrop of racial tension and inequality remains an underlying theme.



Conclusion

In conclusion, The Great Gatsby Art and Analysis Answer Key offers a comprehensive
exploration of F. Scott Fitzgerald's seminal work. By examining the key themes, character
dynamics, and symbolic elements, readers can gain valuable insights into the complexities
of the American Dream and the societal issues of the 1920s. Whether you are a student
looking for deeper understanding or a literature enthusiast seeking to analyze the text, this
guide serves as an essential tool for navigating the intricate world of "The Great Gatsby."
As you engage with the text, consider how Fitzgerald's critiques of wealth and morality
resonate with contemporary society, making "The Great Gatsby" a timeless classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes depicted in the art inspired
by 'The Great Gatsby'?

The main themes include the American Dream, social class struggle, and the illusion of
love, often represented through vibrant colors and opulent imagery that reflect the Jazz
Age.

How does the use of color symbolism in ‘'The Great
Gatsby' art enhance its themes?

Color symbolism, such as green for hope and ambition, and white for purity and innocence,
enhances the themes by visually representing the characters' desires and the contrasts
between reality and illusion.

What artistic movements influence the visual
interpretations of 'The Great Gatsby'?

Art Deco heavily influences the visual interpretations, characterized by bold geometric
shapes, luxurious materials, and a sense of glamour that mirrors the extravagant lifestyle
of the 1920s.

How do artists depict the character of Jay Gatsby in
their work?

Artists often depict Jay Gatsby as a larger-than-life figure, showcasing his wealth and
charisma, while also hinting at his underlying loneliness and yearning for acceptance
through contrasting visuals.

In what ways does 'The Great Gatsby' art reflect the



historical context of the 1920s?

The art reflects the historical context through its representation of the Roaring Twenties,
capturing the excess, social change, and the disillusionment that followed World War I,
often highlighting both the glamour and the moral decay.

What role does the setting play in the art inspired by
'The Great Gatsby'?

The setting plays a crucial role, with depictions of East and West Egg symbolizing the divide
between old money and new money, and the Valley of Ashes illustrating the moral and
social decay hidden beneath the surface of wealth and privilege.
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