
the great gatsby study guide answers
The Great Gatsby Study Guide Answers can serve as an invaluable resource for students and readers
seeking to deepen their understanding of F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. This literary work
captures the essence of the Roaring Twenties and explores themes of wealth, love, and the American
Dream. In this article, we will delve into various aspects of the novel, including character analysis,
themes, symbols, and significant quotes. Each section will provide insights and answers that can
help enhance comprehension and facilitate discussion.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in The Great Gatsby is crucial to grasping the novel’s themes and
messages. Here are some of the key figures:

1. Jay Gatsby
- Background: Originally named James Gatz, Gatsby is a self-made millionaire who throws
extravagant parties in hopes of rekindling his romance with Daisy Buchanan.
- Personality Traits: Idealistic, hopeful, and enigmatic, Gatsby is driven by his love for Daisy and his
desire to attain the American Dream.
- Significance: Gatsby represents the pursuit of happiness and the lengths one will go to for love,
illustrating the complexities of the American Dream.

2. Daisy Buchanan
- Background: Daisy is the beautiful cousin of Nick Carraway and the object of Gatsby's obsession.
She is married to Tom Buchanan.
- Personality Traits: Charming, shallow, and conflicted, Daisy embodies the allure and emptiness of
wealth.
- Significance: Her character highlights the theme of disillusionment with the American Dream and
the societal pressures faced by women in the 1920s.

3. Tom Buchanan
- Background: Tom is Daisy's wealthy and aggressive husband, representing the old money class.
- Personality Traits: Arrogant, racist, and domineering, Tom is often portrayed as the antagonist in
the novel.
- Significance: Tom's character serves as a critique of the moral decay hidden beneath the lavish
surface of the upper class.

4. Nick Carraway
- Background: The novel’s narrator, Nick, is a Yale graduate and a World War I veteran who moves
to West Egg to work in the bond business.



- Personality Traits: Observant, reflective, and morally conscious, Nick serves as a bridge between
the reader and the other characters.
- Significance: Through Nick’s perspective, readers gain insight into the world of Gatsby and the
social dynamics of the time.

5. Jordan Baker
- Background: A professional golfer and friend of Daisy, Jordan becomes romantically involved with
Nick.
- Personality Traits: Cynical, glamorous, and somewhat dishonest, Jordan represents the new woman
of the 1920s.
- Significance: Her character reflects the changing roles of women and the moral ambiguity present
in society.

Themes

The Great Gatsby explores several themes that are central to understanding its critique of American
society.

1. The American Dream
- Definition: The American Dream is the belief that anyone can achieve success and prosperity
through hard work.
- Gatsby’s Dream: Gatsby embodies the American Dream by rising from humble beginnings to great
wealth. However, his dream is ultimately unattainable, illustrating the idea that the dream is a
flawed construct.
- Disillusionment: The novel poses questions about the validity of the American Dream, suggesting
that it often leads to disillusionment and despair.

2. Class and Social Stratification
- Old Money vs. New Money: The novel contrasts Gatsby’s newly acquired wealth with the
established elite represented by Tom and Daisy Buchanan.
- Social Mobility: Gatsby’s failure to penetrate the upper class despite his wealth emphasizes the
rigid class structures of the time.
- Corruption of Wealth: Fitzgerald critiques the moral decay associated with wealth, highlighting
that financial success does not equate to happiness or fulfillment.

3. Love and Relationships
- Idealized Love: Gatsby’s love for Daisy is portrayed as idealistic and obsessive, leading to tragic
consequences.
- Superficial Relationships: The relationships in the novel often lack depth, revealing the emptiness
that accompanies a life focused solely on materialism.
- Consequences of Infidelity: The affairs and betrayals among characters underline the instability



and moral ambiguity of their relationships.

Symbols

The Great Gatsby is rich with symbolism that enhances its themes and messages.

1. The Green Light
- Significance: The green light at the end of Daisy’s dock symbolizes Gatsby’s unattainable dreams
and hopes for the future.
- Interpretation: It represents not only Gatsby's desire for Daisy but also the broader theme of the
elusive American Dream.

2. The Valley of Ashes
- Description: The desolate area between West Egg and New York City represents the moral and
social decay resulting from the uninhibited pursuit of wealth.
- Symbolism: It serves as a stark contrast to the opulence of the Eggs and highlights the
consequences of the American Dream on society’s underclass.

3. The Eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg
- Description: The billboard featuring a pair of giant, disembodied eyes is often interpreted as the
eyes of God watching over the characters.
- Interpretation: It symbolizes the loss of spiritual values in America and the moral decay that
accompanies the pursuit of wealth.

Significant Quotes

Quotations from The Great Gatsby encapsulate its themes and character motivations. Here are some
noteworthy lines:

1. "In my younger and more vulnerable days my father gave me some advice that I’ve been turning
over in my mind ever since."
- This quote sets the reflective tone of Nick’s narration and establishes his role as a moral compass.

2. "Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us."
- This line captures Gatsby’s hope and the elusive nature of the American Dream.

3. "I hope she'll be a fool—that's the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool."
- Daisy’s statement reflects her cynicism about the role of women and the societal expectations of
the time.

4. "So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past."



- The novel’s closing line signifies the struggle against time and the inevitability of the past,
underscoring the futility of Gatsby’s dream.

Conclusion

In summary, The Great Gatsby Study Guide Answers provide a comprehensive analysis of the novel's
characters, themes, symbols, and significant quotes. By exploring these elements, readers can gain a
deeper understanding of Fitzgerald's critique of the American Dream and the societal issues of the
1920s. Whether for academic purposes or personal enrichment, utilizing a study guide can enhance
appreciation for this timeless work and its insights into human nature and the pursuit of happiness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Great Gatsby'?
The main themes include the American Dream, social class and stratification, love and relationships,
and the disillusionment of the Jazz Age.

Who is the narrator of 'The Great Gatsby' and what is his role?
The narrator is Nick Carraway, who serves as a friend to Gatsby and provides an outsider's
perspective on the events and characters in the novel.

What does the green light symbolize in 'The Great Gatsby'?
The green light symbolizes Gatsby's hopes and dreams for the future, particularly his desire for
Daisy and the American Dream itself.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald portray the American Dream in
the novel?
Fitzgerald portrays the American Dream as ultimately unattainable and corrupted by materialism,
illustrating the emptiness of wealth and the moral decay of society.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Great Gatsby'?
The setting, particularly the contrast between East Egg and West Egg, highlights the social class
differences and the pursuit of wealth, as well as the decay of the American Dream.

What role does Tom Buchanan play in the novel?
Tom Buchanan represents old money and the arrogance of the wealthy elite. He is a central
antagonist who embodies the moral decay of the upper class.



How does the character of Jay Gatsby embody the idea of the
self-made man?
Gatsby's rise from humble beginnings to immense wealth illustrates the idea of the self-made man,
but his success is ultimately hollow, reflecting the emptiness of the American Dream.

What is the outcome of Gatsby's pursuit of Daisy?
Gatsby's pursuit of Daisy ends in tragedy, as he fails to recapture the past and ultimately loses his
life due to the consequences of his obsessive love.
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