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“The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald is a classic American novel that
delves into themes of wealth, love, and the American Dream. For educators,
teaching this literary work can be both rewarding and challenging. This
comprehensive teacher guide aims to provide resources, discussion points, and
strategies for effectively teaching “The Great Gatsby” in the classroom.

Overview of The Great Gatsby

Published in 1925, “The Great Gatsby” is set in the Jazz Age, a time
characterized by economic prosperity and cultural upheaval in the United
States. The novel follows the story of Jay Gatsby, a mysterious millionaire,
and his obsession with the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. Through Gatsby’s pursuit
of love and success, Fitzgerald critiques the American Dream and the moral
decay of society.

Key Characters

Understanding the key characters in “The Great Gatsby” is essential for
students to grasp the novel's themes and conflicts. Here are the main
characters:

1. Jay Gatsby - The enigmatic protagonist, known for his extravagant parties
and unyielding love for Daisy Buchanan.

2. Daisy Buchanan - The beautiful and shallow object of Gatsby's affection,
representing both wealth and the unattainable.

3. Tom Buchanan - Daisy’s wealthy, aggressive husband, embodying the
arrogance of the ruling class.

4. Nick Carraway - The novel's narrator, a Midwesterner who moves to West Egg
and becomes entangled in Gatsby's world.

5. Jordan Baker - A professional golfer and Daisy’s friend, representing the
modern woman of the 1920s.

6. Myrtle Wilson - Tom’s mistress, who seeks to escape her lower-class life
through her affair with Tom.

Major Themes

The novel is rich with themes that can prompt profound discussions in the
classroom. Here are some major themes to explore:

— The American Dream: Investigate how Fitzgerald portrays the American Dream
and its disillusionment through Gatsby’s rise and fall.

— Social Class and Inequality: Discuss the distinctions between East Egg and
West Egg, and how wealth affects relationships.

— Love and Relationships: Analyze the complex dynamics between characters,
especially between Gatsby, Daisy, and Tom.

— Identity and Self-Creation: Examine Gatsby’s transformation from James Gatz
to Jay Gatsby, exploring the idea of self-made identity.



Teaching Strategies

To effectively teach “The Great Gatsby,” educators can employ various
strategies:

Pre—Reading Activities

1. Historical Context: Introduce students to the Roaring Twenties, discussing
key events, cultural shifts, and the economic climate of the time.

2. Vocabulary Preview: Identify challenging vocabulary from the text and
provide definitions to enhance comprehension.

3. Character Mapping: Create character charts that help students visualize
relationships and motivations.

During Reading Activities

1. Discussion Questions: Pose open-ended questions for students to consider
as they read. Examples include:

— What do Gatsby's parties reveal about his character?

— How does Fitzgerald use symbolism to enhance the narrative?

2. Literary Devices: Identify and analyze Fitzgerald’s use of symbolism,
irony, and foreshadowing.

3. Journaling: Encourage students to keep a reading journal, reflecting on
their thoughts, questions, and connections to the text.

Post—-Reading Activities

1. Literary Analysis Essay: Assign an essay that explores one of the major
themes or characters in depth.

2. Creative Projects: Encourage students to create a visual representation of
a scene, such as a diorama of Gatsby’s party or a character collage.

3. Group Discussions: Organize small group discussions to analyze different
interpretations of the text.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessing students' understanding of “The Great Gatsby” can take various
forms:

Formative Assessment

— Quizzes: Administer quizzes on key plot points, character development, and
themes.

— Socratic Seminars: Facilitate open discussions where students can share
insights and challenge each other’s ideas.



Summative Assessment

- Essays: Evaluate students’ analytical essays based on clarity, argument
strength, and textual evidence.

- Presentations: Have students present on a specific aspect of the novel,
such as character analysis or thematic exploration.

Key Quotes and Analysis

Highlighting key quotes can deepen students’ understanding of the text. Here
are a few significant quotes along with brief analyses:

1. “In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice
that I’ve been turning over in my mind ever since.”

— Analysis: This opening line sets the tone for Nick’s reflective narrative
and establishes a theme of memory and the past.

2. “So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the
past.”

— Analysis: This closing line encapsulates the struggle against the passage
of time and the futility of trying to recreate the past.

3. “I hope she'll be a fool—-that's the best thing a girl can be in this
world, a beautiful little fool.”

— Analysis: This quote from Daisy reveals her cynical view of women’s roles
in society and reflects the limitations placed on women during the 1920s.

Conclusion

Teaching “The Great Gatsby” offers a unique opportunity for educators to
engage students with vital themes and social critiques that remain relevant
today. By implementing diverse teaching strategies and fostering meaningful
discussions, teachers can help students appreciate Fitzgerald’s masterful
storytelling and the rich layers of meaning within the text. As students
delve into the world of Gatsby, they will not only explore the intricacies of
a bygone era but will also reflect on the enduring questions surrounding
ambition, love, and the American Dream.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are commonly explored in 'The Great
Gatsby' that a teacher should highlight?

Common themes include the American Dream, class struggle, love and
relationships, and the moral decay of society during the 1920s.

How can teachers effectively engage students in



discussions about the characters in 'The Great
Gatsby'?

Teachers can use character maps, role-playing activities, and debates on
characters' motivations and moral choices to foster engagement.

What historical context should be provided to
students when discussing 'The Great Gatsby'?

Teachers should discuss the Roaring Twenties, Prohibition, the Jazz Age, and
the social dynamics of post-World War I America to help students understand
the setting.

What analytical skills can students develop by
studying 'The Great Gatsby'?

Students can develop skills in literary analysis, critical thinking, and
understanding symbolism, as they explore Fitzgerald's use of language and
narrative structure.

How can teachers incorporate multimedia resources
into their lessons on 'The Great Gatsby'?

Teachers can use film adaptations, music from the 1920s, and visual art from
the era to create a more immersive learning experience.

What are some common misconceptions students may have
about 'The Great Gatsby'?

Students often view Gatsby merely as a tragic romantic figure, overlooking
deeper themes like social critique and the illusion of the American Dream.

How can teachers assess students' understanding of
'The Great Gatsby'?

Assessment can include essays, creative projects, presentations, and quizzes
that focus on themes, character analysis, and textual evidence.

What writing prompts can teachers use to encourage
deeper analysis of 'The Great Gatsby'?

Prompts could include analyzing the significance of the green light,
discussing the role of wealth in shaping identity, or comparing Gatsby's
dream to the American Dream.

What role does symbolism play in 'The Great Gatsby'
and how can it be taught?
Symbolism is central to the novel; teachers can guide students to identify

symbols like the green light, the valley of ashes, and the eyes of Dr. T.J.
Eckleburg, discussing their meanings in relation to themes.
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