
the great hunt wheel of time
The Great Hunt is a pivotal narrative arc in Robert Jordan's epic fantasy series, The Wheel of Time.
This second book builds upon the groundwork laid in the first installment, The Eye of the World, and
expands the universe with deeper character development, complex political intrigue, and the
introduction of new cultures and factions. The Great Hunt features a quest that not only tests the
characters' physical prowess but also their moral fiber, as they navigate the treacherous waters of
prophecy, destiny, and the looming threat of the Dark One.

Overview of the Great Hunt

The Great Hunt primarily follows Rand al'Thor, the central character who has recently discovered his
identity as a male channeler of the One Power. With this revelation comes the heavy burden of
expectation, as well as the dangers that accompany the male half of the One Power, which is tainted
by the Dark One. The story serves as both a continuation of Rand’s journey and a broader exploration
of the struggle between light and darkness that permeates the series.

Key Characters

In The Great Hunt, several characters play crucial roles, each with their own motivations and arcs:

1. Rand al'Thor: The reluctant hero who grapples with his identity and the responsibilities of being the
Dragon Reborn.
2. Mat Cauthon: Rand’s friend who has his own destiny entwined with the events of the hunt. Mat's
character experiences significant growth as he learns to accept his fate.
3. Perrin Aybara: Another of Rand’s close friends, who is dealing with his own transformation and the
implications of his ability to communicate with wolves.
4. Egwene al'Vere: Rand's love interest, who is pursuing her own path of growth and empowerment,
learning to become a powerful Aes Sedai.
5. Nynaeve al'Meara: A strong-willed character who often challenges the existing structures of power
and strives to prove her worth.
6. Moraine Sedai: The Aes Sedai guiding Rand and his friends, she represents the complexities and
sometimes the manipulative nature of the Aes Sedai.
7. The Forsaken: Dark figures from the past who serve the Dark One, adding layers of danger and
intrigue to the narrative.

Plot Summary

The plot of The Great Hunt centers around Rand's rise to prominence and the quest for the Horn of
Valere, a legendary artifact that can summon heroes of the past to fight for the light. The story
unfolds through several key events:

- The Call to Adventure: The narrative begins with Rand struggling with his identity as the Dragon
Reborn. After a confrontation with the Dark One’s minions, he learns about the Horn of Valere and its



significance.
- The Hunt Begins: Rand, along with Mat and Perrin, embarks on a journey to retrieve the Horn. They
face various challenges, including skirmishes with Trollocs and encounters with the Forsaken.
- Political Intrigue: As Rand seeks the Horn, he becomes embroiled in the politics of the Aes Sedai and
the various factions vying for power in the White Tower. This highlights the complexities of leadership
and the differing views on how best to combat the Dark One.
- The Climax: The climax of the book features a dramatic confrontation at Fal Dara, where Rand must
confront both external enemies and internal doubts. The culmination of the Hunt leads to a dramatic
battle that showcases the stakes of their quest.

Thematic Elements

The Great Hunt explores several thematic elements that resonate throughout the series:

Destiny and Free Will

The tension between destiny and free will is a recurring theme in The Great Hunt. Rand grapples with
his preordained role as the Dragon Reborn, leading to questions about whether he can forge his own
path or if he is doomed to follow a set course. This theme is echoed through various characters who
must confront their own destinies:

- Rand: Struggles with accepting his fate while trying to assert his agency.
- Mat: Initially resists his role but eventually recognizes the importance of his contributions.
- Egwene and Nynaeve: Seek to carve out their own identities within the constraints of societal
expectations.

The Nature of Good and Evil

The duality of good and evil is explored through the characters' interactions with the Forsaken and
the choices they make throughout the story. The world is depicted as a battleground between light
and darkness, with characters often faced with morally ambiguous decisions.

- The Forsaken: Represent the seductive nature of power and the consequences of choosing darkness.
- Aes Sedai Politics: Show how the struggle for power can corrupt even those who claim to fight for
the light.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds of friendship and loyalty are central to the narrative, with Rand, Mat, and Perrin’s
camaraderie serving as a foundation for their strength. Their relationships are tested through trials,
showcasing the importance of trust and support in times of adversity.

- Character Development: Each character's growth is intertwined with their relationships, influencing



their decisions and paths.
- Sacrifice: The theme of sacrifice emerges as characters face choices that test their loyalty to one
another.

Symbolism in the Great Hunt

The Great Hunt is rich in symbolism, which enhances the depth of the narrative.

The Horn of Valere

The Horn of Valere symbolizes hope and the power of the past. It represents the idea that the heroes
of old can guide the current generation in their struggle against evil. The Horn’s ability to summon
legendary figures underscores the cyclical nature of history within the Wheel of Time.

The Dark One

The Dark One serves as the ultimate antagonist, embodying chaos and destruction. His influence
permeates the world, affecting the characters' lives and decisions. The struggle against the Dark One
symbolizes the eternal battle between light and dark, a central theme throughout the series.

Conclusion

The Great Hunt is a masterfully crafted continuation of The Wheel of Time saga that deepens the
reader's understanding of the characters and the complexities of their world. Through its exploration
of themes such as destiny, morality, and the nature of good and evil, the book not only propels the
narrative forward but also invites readers to reflect on their own journeys. Rand al'Thor’s quest for the
Horn of Valere serves as a catalyst for growth, not just for him but for all the characters involved. As
the series unfolds, the events of The Great Hunt lay the foundation for the challenges and triumphs
that lie ahead, making it an essential part of Robert Jordan’s enduring epic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Hunt' in the Wheel of Time series?
'The Great Hunt' is the second book in Robert Jordan's epic fantasy series 'The Wheel of Time'. It
continues the story of Rand al'Thor and his friends as they embark on a quest to retrieve the Horn of
Valere, which has the power to summon heroes from the past.



Who are the main characters involved in 'The Great Hunt'?
The main characters include Rand al'Thor, Mat Cauthon, Perrin Aybara, Egwene al'Vere, Nynaeve
al'Meara, and several Aes Sedai, notably Moiraine Damodred and Lan Mandragoran.

What is the significance of the Horn of Valere in 'The Great
Hunt'?
The Horn of Valere is a legendary artifact that can summon heroes from the Age of Legends to fight
for the Light in the Last Battle. Its retrieval is crucial for the struggle against the Dark One.

How does 'The Great Hunt' expand the world-building of the
Wheel of Time?
The book introduces new locations, such as the city of Fal Dara and the lands surrounding it, and
delves deeper into the political and social structures of different factions, including the Aes Sedai and
the Whitecloaks.

What challenges do Rand and his friends face during their
quest in 'The Great Hunt'?
They face various challenges, including internal conflicts, betrayal, encounters with darkfriends, and
the looming threat of the Dark One's forces trying to thwart their mission.

How does the theme of destiny play a role in 'The Great
Hunt'?
Destiny is a central theme as Rand struggles with his identity and the prophecies surrounding him,
feeling the weight of being the Dragon Reborn and the responsibilities that come with it.

What is the role of the Aes Sedai in 'The Great Hunt'?
The Aes Sedai play a crucial role as both allies and manipulators. They guide and assist Rand and his
friends but also have their own agendas, leading to tension and mistrust.

How does the relationship between Rand and Moiraine evolve
in 'The Great Hunt'?
Rand's relationship with Moiraine deepens as he learns to trust her guidance, but it also becomes
strained as he grapples with his independence and the burden of his destiny.

What are the major plot twists in 'The Great Hunt'?
Major plot twists include unexpected betrayals, revelations about the true nature of certain
characters, and the surprising outcome of the hunt for the Horn, leading to significant character
development.



How does 'The Great Hunt' set the stage for future books in
the Wheel of Time series?
The book lays important groundwork for the overarching plot of the series, introducing key elements
such as the Last Battle, the complexity of the One Power, and the evolving dynamics between
characters and factions.
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